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I'VE GOTTA HAVE THEM! Please send me the PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS specials I've Indicated below. | am 
enclosing $9.95 per copy (plus $2 postage and handling) 
as payment in full for each issue. OR let me save more 
than 25% by ordering the SuperSet of all three for $22 
(nlus $8 postage and handling). 

(] Wrestling Photo Album—Volume 2 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 

_!| Wrestilng Annual—Spring 2001 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 


Women Of Wrestling—Fall 2001 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 
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($22 plus $3 for postage and handling) 
Please Indicate method of payment: 


|_| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
__| Visa | MasterCard # 


Expiration date:_ 
MO/YR 


The largest, most colorful magazine specials we've ever 
published are now being offered at unbelievable savings! 
Order the three-issue SuperSet and receive a discount of 


signature: 
Please send to: 


London Publishing Co, PO. Box 910, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Print your name and address clearly 


coated stock, the Album contains more than 140 full-page 
color photos of wrestling’s greatest stars, most beautiful 
women, and stars that have passed on to wrestling heaven. 


eWRESTLING ANNUAL (Spring 2001); The first magazine of | NAME —__—_— 
its kind, this 180-page edition takes a full-color, month-by- 
month look at Y2K, the most tumultuous year in the sport's ADDRESS 
history. 
CITY ____ STATE a 





eWOMEN OF WRESTLING (Fall 2001); We selected the most 
100 beautiful women in wrestling history and asked you to 
rank them in order. 180 color pages you won't be able to take 
your eyes off! 


For all orders outside the U.S., the cost per single issue is $9.95 (plus $4.50 postage and handling) 
for surface mail or $9.95 (plus $10 postage and handling) for airmail. The cost for the SuperSel is 
$22 (plus $7.50 postage and handling) for surface mail or $22 (plus $16 postage and handling) for 
airmail. International money orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


*WRESTLING PHOTO ALBUM (Volume 2); Printed on heavy 
: 


5753-08-01 f4c 





FROM THE DESK OF... 


HIS IS THE story of two wrestling companies: 
Company One had been around for years and years. Its roots were deep 

within the industry and its customer base was strong. Company Two was also a 
successful company, though based on product having nothing to do with wrestling. 
Company Two wanted to overtake Company One and devised a plan to do it. 

lt spent money—ts of it—developing a product that would be the talk of the 
wrestling business. It was big and bright and radical in its approach. Company Two 
contacted people who worked for Company One and convinced them to come along 
for the ride. Very quickly, Company Two got big. Very big. Company Two was riding 
high—but it would not last. 

Before long, things turned for the worse. The wrestling business entered into a 
decline. Revenue at Company Two went down quicker than it was able to reign in its 
costs. Company One by that time had responded to Company Two's challenge and 
dramatically upgraded its product. Fans soon recognized that Company One was 
offering even more to its customers than Company Two. It was an exciting time at 
Company One. The people who worked there always believed they had the ability to 
put out the best product in the business, and now they were receiving the proper stim- 
ulation to put those beliefs into practice. 

That certainly did not come as good news to Company Two. Left with no options, 
they put themselves up for sale. Several people expressed interest in buying the com- 
pany, but there were no serious offers. Finally, Company One bought Company Two. 

The companies described above are not the WWF and WCW. They are PW/ and 
WOW. 

The similarities are striking—and the theme is identical: The wrestling business is 
best suited to people who are truly wrestling people. 

WCW had people within the organization that understood the wrestling business, 
but the farther the company strayed from its Jim Crockett Promotions origin (from JCP 
to Turner to Time Warner to AOL Time Warner), the less wrestling meant to the overall 
operations of the parent company. The WWF understands the wrestling business, 
from the chairman of the company on down. No different here. While WOW had some 
good wrestling people on staff, our company has been in the business for more than 
35 years. It understands the up and down cycles of the business and knows how to 
handle itself at both the top end and bottom end of those cycles. We understand both 
the needs of our readers and the sensibilities of the federations and wrestlers, and pre- 
sent our magazines in a way that is most pleasing to those who care most about the 
industry. We didn’t jump on the running train when wrestling was at its hottest three 
years ago. We established our presence back in the mid-1960s, when the sport of 
wrestling was broken into regions and fans relied on us as their only source of national 
coverage. 

Like the WWF, we are committed to the business and we intend to stick around a 
while. While WOW was to be admired for its boldness, first-class packaging, and inno- 
vative approach, that lack of commitment to the wrestling business was something that 
was evident from its first day of publication. 

We don't revel in the company’s demise. There were lots of good people over there 
who have fallen on hard times. We sincerely wish we could help them all, but we can't. 
We have chosen not to continue to publish WOW. Instead, we will focus our efforts on 
our existing publications, PW/, Inside Wrestling, and The Wrestler. As we move into 
2002, a new era of wrestling is upon us. There has been a weeding out process of 
poorly managed promotions, trend-hopping fans, and magazines that are ill-prepared 
to weather the inevitable storms that every business must face. The WWF is still here; 
you, the most loyal of fans, are still here; and so are PW/ and its sister publications. 
Good times are ahead for all. Enjoy the new year. 


Stu Saks 
Publisher 
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FEATURES 


2001: THE YEAR IN REVIEW 


the past year, the most memorable quotes, notable 
numbers, and much more 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
ACHIEVEMENT 2001 AWARDS 





the biggest impact ... the most popular (and hated) 
wrestler ... and much more. Plus our Editors’ Award 


GO YOUR UNOFFICIAL OFFICIAL AWARDS FOR 2001 


This is the section that you write. Every year you come 


up with your own offbeat awards and name the most 
deserving recipients. And once again, you did a 
brilliant job 


74 __— PREDICTIONS: 2002 
You get to tell us what you think will happen in 


wrestling during the next 12 months. Be sure to check 
this section this time next year and see if you were right 


7 | O 2 PWI SUPERSTATS 


A handy reference quide for every serious wrestling fan. 
We list all past award winners and runners-up, as well 


as all the title changes in the major federations 


7 | 7 | Pa | MEMORIES OF 2001: EDITORS’ PICKS 
What do you remember most about the last year in 
wrestling? Members of our staff offer their selections 


COVER PHOTO: 
Sleve Austin by James McAlee 


COVER DESIGN: 
Greg Slevens 





We look back at some of the more outrageous stories of 


Here's who the real experts, you, thought was the year’s 
best wrestler... the best rookie ... the woman who made 
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The new WWF game for Playstation 2, “Stupid Files,” and more 


12 RINGSIDE with Will Welsh 
All the hottest wrestling news can be found here 


14 INFOCUS by Dave Lenker 
The best of your outrageous top 10 lists! 


16 OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz 
Mail call for the “Queen” of wrestling 


18 _KREW-CUTS by Frank Krewda 
The most disgusting night of wrestling of the year 
22 THE JAPAN REPORT by Mike 
What's new in the Land of the Rising Sun 


3 THE MEXICO REPORT by Mike Spillane 
2 irlaese oealasbralte Auch sued 
24 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The mat sport's most respected rankings 
26 RATINGS ANALYSIS 
There are things about our ratings that need to be analyzed 


&O THE STEEL CAGE by Liz Hunter 
A first in the history of the fehepiainu Awards 


$2 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Harry 
The evolution of the Achievement ree a the voters 


B4 THE STRAIGHT SHOOTER Dan Murphy 
heen an et 


8G THE BUSINESS PAGE by Carry Berkett 
TV ratings, the XWF, stock, and much, much more 


9O ARENA REPORTS 
Key results from around the world, plus all the year's 
pay-per-views 





| 100 BETWEEN FALLS 


Stating Our Case; All Jazzed Up; A Little Humility Please! 


LOOK FOR THE MAY 2002 ISSUE OF 
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OWN A PS2> THEN JUST BRING | 

Wrestling fans are awfully fickle about their video games. 
WWF War Zone and WWF Attitude, the earliest WWF games 
for the Playstation console, were disappointments. Produced 
by Acclaim, War Zone and Attitude were rather ordinary— 
even for their time. Things got significantly better after THQ 
took control of the WWF's video game license. THQ’s first 
attempt at a game for Playstation, WWF Smackdown!, showed 
us all why the Fed switched companies. The game 
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play was crisper, the graphics were better, and options were 
plentiful. THQ followed up that success with WWF Smack- 
down! 2: Know Your Role. Released less than a year after the 
original Smackdown game, there weren't a whole lot of sub- 
stantial changes. If you had one game, you pretty much had 
the other. 

But ever since the launch of Playstation 2 (PS2), wrestling 
fans have been clamoring for the next big WWF ttle. The 
original WWF Smackdown was a mind-blower compared to its 
predecessors, and many wrestling fans expected THQ to up 
the ante once again with WWF Smackdown!; Just Bring It 
which is exclusive to the PS2. 

THQ did strengthen its hand—but only by a little. 

Unlike a lot of other PS2 titles that also had titles on the 
original Playstation console, Just Bring /t doesn’t strike you as 
overwhelmingly different. Maybe that’s because the game 
engine that THQ employed for Just Bring It is essentially the 
same engine found in its two other Smackdown games. One 
noticeable difference: The wrestlers’ entrances look absolutely 
stunning. The Titantron is awash in glory, as the game makes 
full use of the PS2’s DVD capabilities. Also, the flashbulb 


| effect that is found in many of the entrances adds a luster that 


wasn’t there before. (It makes Triple-H’s entrance, complete 
with his Motorhead theme music, easily the best in the game.) 
Just Bring It does fall short in some areas, though. Story 


) mode, which wrestling fans have been waiting for THQ to 


get right ever since the original Smackdown, 1s better this go- 


® round, but it’s still not terribly exciting. There are not 
*)\ enough storyline deviations for our taste. A few more 


* #4) branches and we would have been more impressed. 









Even worse than the Story mode, however, is THQ’s 


) first attempt at providing audio commentary throughout the 
w. matches. To be blunt, it’s awful. Michael Cole and Tazz 


call the action, but they do so in such a stilted manner that 
you can’t help but laugh at some of their more inane com- 
ments. Of course, that’s what happens when you merge 
| pat phrases with unique situations. 
Other than those two glaring faults, though, the game 
is a strong effort. If you’re a wrestling fan, you’ll like it. 
_ We give it 3'/2 suplexes out of five. 
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THE STUPID FILES 


Survivor Series 2001 was billed as the most important 
pay-per-view in the history of the sport. The side, either 
the WWF or the Alliance, that won the 10-man elimina- 
tion-style main event would rid itself of its opposition and 
take control of the WWF for good, Everyone on the losing 
side (except champions) was supposed to find himself or 
herself immediately jobless, with no real hope for gainful 
employment with the WWF. 

That’s the way it was supposed to be. Five days later, it 
was apparent that it wasn't that way at all. 

The majority of the former Alliance members might 
have been kept off TY at first, but darn it if they weren't 
still touring as a part of the WWE's house show circuit. 
On November 23, the Friday after Survivor Series, the 
first crack in the winner-take-all stipula-— 
tion came to light. With the WWF making | 
a house show stop in Daytona Beach, | 
Florida, many of the WWF fans in atten- | 
dance expected to see WWF-aligned 
wrestlers and only WWKE-aligned wres- § 
tlers. Well, they saw some WWF-aligned 
wrestlers, but they also saw a whole slew of 
former Alliance employees. The Hurricane 
lost to Crash Holly in the card’s opening —* 
bout. Two matches later, Raven earned 
himself a victory against WWF develop- 
mental talent Rico Constantino. Two 
matches after that, developmental wrestler 
(and Rookie of the Year) Randy Orton 
beat Shawn Stasiak. Steven Richards and 
Tommy Dreamer lost to Billy Gunn and | 
Chuck Palumbo, The Big Show even got to 
beat up on two Alliance members at once 
in a handicap match: “Diamond” Dallas Page and Hugh 
Morrus were both choke-slammed for their efforts. Just in 
case you weren’t keeping count, that’s seven Alliance 
wrestlers wrestling on a WWF card less than a week after 
Survivor Series. 

It only got worse from there, too. One night later in 
Lakeland, Florida, all seven of those men showed up for 
work at a WWF house show yet again. In Philadelphia on 
that night, Bradshaw came out in front of the crowd and 
explained that Alliance wrestlers would be appearing on 
the bill because of “contractual reasons.” 

What a bunch of baloney. Who gets fired but is al- 
lowed to hang around the office because of “contractual 
obligations’? While most of the Alliance wrestlers on the 


WE HEARD THAT! 

“But [Vince Russo] had a very unique view of the busi- 
ness. I say this in a respectful way because I'm a fan of How- 
ard Stern, but it was almost a Howard Stern view of wrestling. 
It wasn't R-rated, but close.” 

—Jim Ross, in an interview with the Pro Wrestling Torch 





show had a reason to be there (such as those with champi- 
onship gold around their waists, and William Regal, 
because of his recent induction into the Vince McMahon 
Kiss My Ass club), most did not. An Alliance heavyweight 
even made an appearance. Booker T took on Rob Van 
Dam, and together they put on one of the card’s best 
matches. But Booker T didn’t belong there. His side lost 
the Survivor Series main event, so he should have been 
unemployed, or al least wrestling for a company other 
than the WWF. A quick jump overseas to the World 
Wrestling All-Stars tour, where he could have resumed 
his feud with ol’ slappy Jeff Jarrett, would have made 
more sense. 

Of course, it wasn’t like the WWF was actually trying 
to make a whole lot of sense on its TV following Survivor 
Series, What was Lance Storm doing at WWF New York? 





Shouldn’t he haye been scouring the Calgary Sun’s help 
wanted section? A janitor’s job might be okay money, but 
why would he take one at WWF New York? Was he hop- 
ing for that big breakthrough shot with Tough Enough 3? 

And what was up with Vince McMahon suddenly 
becoming all chummy with those former Alliance mem- 
bers who happened to be retained because of their victo- 
ries at Survivor Series? Why was William Regal Vince’s 
best buddy only a week removed from being inducted into 
Vince's little club? And why in the heck would McMahon 
ask Regal and Regal’s former Alliance mates to watch his 
back as he tried to force “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin to join 
that infamous club? 

Can we please get some continuity? Please? 


“As sports grow, there’s no way to argue that Ric Flair or 
Hulk Hogan or guys of my era were bigger stars than The 
Rock or [Steve] Austin. We weren't. Because we're not as big 
as they are now. It'd be like saying Johnny Unitas is a bigger 
star than Dan Marino.” 

—Ric Flair, in an interview with wwi.com 

(continued on page 10) 
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ARE GOING FAST! 


PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY! 


April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “! Want Piper!"—Even 
if It Kills The Tonga Kid. Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin. 
Plus: Flair-Rhodes, Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road 
Warriors. 

June 1985: Super Dream Contest: Play Dusty 
Rhodes’ Trivia Game And Win His Boots! 
Centerfold: Barry Windham. Plus: Flair-Kerry, 
Fabulous Ones-Road Warriors, Hogan-Volkoff, 
Magnum T.A. 

January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk 
Hogan? Centerfold: Sid Viclous, Plus: Kerry Von 
Erich, Jim Ross, Midnight Express. 

February 1990; Luger’s Holiday Gift For Flair: Has 
The “Total Package” Wrapped Up The NWA Title? 
Centerfold: Bret Hart. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Woman, 
Hennig-Beetcake, Toni Adams. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: 
Piper-Rude, Eric Embry, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Sid Vicious, 
pain. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total 
Package” Becomes The People's Choice. 
Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: Skyscrapers, Bobby 
Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees, 

September 1990: The Hulkster's Wrath: 7,000 
Miles To Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The 
Steiners, Plus: Jetf Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, 
Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting's Painful Lesson: You'll Have 
No Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus 
Beefcake. Plus: Orndortf-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy 
Long, Ultimate Warrior, Road Warriors. 

February 1991: WrestleMania Vil Contest. 
Centerfold: 1991 calendar, Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBiase- 
Rhodes, Scott Steiner, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 
April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! 
Centerfold: Tom Zenk, Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., 
Jesse Ventura, Lawler-Gilberl, Hogan & Warrior. 
June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. 
Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric 
Flair, Nasty Boys, Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates 
The WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: 
Brian Pillman. Plus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric 
Embry, Demolition, 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards ‘91. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania VII, 
WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, 
Kolotf-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming 
Of Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams- 
Bigelow. 

November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” 
Suspension! Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tito 
Santana, Bushwhackers, Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 
February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? 
Centerfold: 1992 calendar, Plus: Sting, Justice- 
Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie Gilbert. 


May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is 
Super-Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: 
Rick Rude. Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & 
Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy Savage, intimidation. 
June 1992: Exclusive PW Interview: Roddy Piper 
Speaks Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: 
Dangerously-Sting, Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, 
Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of 
Their Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger- 
Pillman, Jim Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 
September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't 
That Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Kolotf. Plus: 
Steiners, Barry Windham, Sid Justice, Hadge & 
Weston, Shawn Michaels. 

October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: 
Ultimate Warrior vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle 
Up At SummerSlam! Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: 
Steve Williams, Tom Zenk, WWE title controversy, fire 
match, Eric Embry. 

November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding 
The Hitman. Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: 
Honky Tonk Man, Steiners, Undertaker, Madusa, per- 
fect wrestler, 

February 1993; No One Can Cut Down Razor 
Ramon. Centerfold: Curt Hennig. Plus: Jake Roberts, 
Pillman-Dustin, Ric Flair-Road Warriors, Rick Rude, 
Snuka-Muraco. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, 
Cactus Jack, Madusa-Sherri, WCW-New Japan, 
Ultimate Warrior, 

April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: 
The Kid. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob 
Armstrong, Michaels-Bret, Public Enemy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally 
Gone Too Far! Centeriold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn, Ric Flair, Giant. 
August 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—A World 
Champlon. Centerfold: Sunny. Plus: 1-2-3 Kid, Sting- 
Flair, Sandman-Missy, Steve Austin, Jimmy Hart, 
WrestleMania Xll, 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant 
Be Rulned By His Own Success? Centerfold: 
Goldust, Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex 
Luger. 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue): PW) 500, Centerfold: 
Shawn Michaels. 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels 
Stole My Life.” Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid. Plus: 
Krottat & Furnas, Vince McMahon, Randy Savage, 
New Razor & New Diesel. 

May 1997: March Madness—Bret vs. Shawn. 
Centerfold: Chris Benoit & Woman. Plus: Goldust, 
Giant, Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper. 

August 1997 (Special Issue): Supercards ‘97. 
Centerfold: NWO. Plus: WrestleMania XIll, 
Uncensored lll, Barely Legal, Public Enemy, 
Kimberly. 

Holliday 1997: PW/ 500. Centerfold: Dean Malenko. 


February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of 
The Century! Centerfold; Hogan vs. Sting fight poster. 
Plus: 16-page Starrcade preview, Perry Saturn, Dude 
Love, 

March 1998 (Special Issue): 1997—The Year In 
Wrestling. 1997 In Review, Achievement ‘97 awards, 
UnofficialOfficial awards, Predictions for 1998, 

May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say It ... 
But Give The Belt Back To Hogan: Centerfold: Ric 
Flair. Plus: Mero & Sable, Taz, Taka Michinoku. 

June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PWI Poll. 
Centerfold: Steve Austin, Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, Sting, 
Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg. 

July 1998: WWF vs. WCW: Which Is Better? 
Centerfold: Rocky Maivia, Plus; Benoit, Bill Goldberg, 
Ahmed Johnson. 

October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part Il. Centerfold: 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Plus: Jim Ross, Marcus 
Bagwell, WWF controversy, FBI. 

November 1998: Vince Mc(Mad)Man! He Crossed 
The Bottom Line ... Now He'll Pay! Centerfold: Kevin 
Nash, Plus: Sting, Bret Hart, Taz-Douglas, New Age 
Outlaws. 

December 1998: Gold Rush! Get Ready For The 
Most Awesome WCW Title Reign Ever! Centerfold: 
Undertaker. Plus: The Giant, Vader, Guerreros, Ken 
Shamrock. 

Holiday 1998 (100-Page Special Issue): PW 500. 
Eighth Annual Special. 

January 1999: No Evil! Can Today's Fans Accept 
The Warrior's Creed? Centerfold: Chyna. Plus: Sting, 
Bill Goldberg, Summersiam. 

March 1999 (100-Page Special Issue): 1998—The 
Year In Wrestling. 1998 In Review, Achievement '98 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, Predictions for 1999. 
April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change That 
Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris Jericho. Plus: 
Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, Booker T, more 
Unofficial/Officials. 

May 1999: Who Holds The Key To WrestleMania 
XV? Centerfold: Konnan. Plus: Mark Henry, Stina: 
Nash, Bill Alfonso, Brian Hildebrand. 

June 1999: (100-Page Special Issue): The 1999 PWi 
Poll. Plus: Mankind, Flair & Tumer, VMac, Steiners, 
New Japan-UFO., 

July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Sell-Destruct In 
15 Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. Plus: New Jack- 
Dudleys, Jesse James, Venis & Godfather, Sting- 
Bischoff-Flair. 

August 1999: (100-Page Special Issue): Supercards 
'99: WWF WrestleMania, WCW Uncensored, ECW 
Living Dangerously, Plus: Super 8, Barn Bam 
Bigelow, Jerry Lawler, tag team wrestling. 


September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might Get Out 
While He's Still On Top! Centerfold: Sting. Plus: 
Kidman & Misterio, The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu, 
October 1999: Why The World Must Fear Scott 
Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: Mankind, Plus; 
Kane & X-Pac, The Godfather, Perry Saturn, 20th 
anniversary readers’ poll, 

November 1999: The Women Of The WWF: There's 
More To Their Power Than Their Looks, Centerfold: 
Owen Hart. Plus: Rey Misterio Jr., Roddy Piper, 
Steiners, Steve Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! I'm The 
Damn Champ!" Centertold; Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: 
Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, WCW youth, Billy Gunn, 
Holiday 1999 (100-Page Special Issue): PW1500. 
Ninth Annual Special. 

January 2000: The Millennium Man Mouths Off! An 
Unforgettable Hour With Chris Jericho! Centerfold: 
Taz. Plus: Chris Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 
February 2000: The Master Manipulator! How 
Stone-Cold Controls The WWF, Centerfold; Kane. 
Plus: Paul Heyman, Hogan-Bret-Sting: Luger. 

March 2000 (100-Page Special Issue): 1999—The 
Year In Wrestling. 1999 In Review, Achievement ‘99 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, Predictions for 
2000. 

May 2000 (100-Page Special Issue): The Y2K PWi 
Poll. Plus: Mitsuharu Misawa, Triple-H, Bret Hart, 
Hollys, Chyna & Aysa, ECW returnees. 

June 2000: Just Wondering, Steph ... ls Triple-H 
Worth Your Billlon-Dollar Inheritance? Centerfold: 
The Rock. Plus: Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO, 
July 2000: Call lt A Wrap, Jack! You've Done Your 
Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: 
Dusty Rhodes, Disco Inferno, ODP, Dudieys-Hardys. 
August 2000 (100-Page Special Issue): Supercards 
2000: WWF WrestleMania, WCW Uncensored, ECW 
Living Dangerously. Plus: Rob Van Dam, greatest 
supercards, Super &. 

September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why The Peace 
Can't Last. Centerfold: Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Enc Bischoff, 
Dudleys, Raven, 

October 2000: Scott Steiner: The Superstars The 
WWF Let Slip Away: Centerfold: Rikishi, Plus: Shawn 
Michaels, Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 

November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H, Our Special 
50-Category Analysis. Pinups: Extreme wrestling, 
Plus: Nash-Steiner-Hall, Hardcore Holly, wrestling too 
extreme? 

December 2000: Head Hog! Does Undertaker Have 
Enough Gas In His Tank To Rumble To The Top? 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Kurt Angle, Rikishi, 
Vampiro-Sting, Japan, 


[FULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH HOLIDAY 2000) 
Holiday 2000 (116-Page Special): PW 500, Includes: 
The editors’ views, a look back at 1991's top 25, 
Achievement 2000 ballot. 

January 2001: Who Does He Really Hate? Someone 
Will Pay For Austin's Pain! Plus; Steven Richards, 
Justin Credible, Gordon Solie, Jeff Jarrett, Am-Sid, 
February 2001 (116-Page Special): The State Of The 
Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, WCW, ECW, 
independents, International, the business, the art. 
March 2001: Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans Want Him 
Back! Pius: Mike Awesome, Rikishi, Jerry Lynn, Elix 
Skipper, Triple-H. 

April 2001 (116-Page Special): 2000—The Year In 
Wrestling. 2000 In Review, Achievement 2000 awards, 
Unotticial/Official awards, Predictions for 2001, 

May 2001; The WrestleMania Curse! Will The Great 
One Ever Win The Big One? Plus: Vince McMahan, 
William Regal, Page & Nash, Ivory, Lance Storm, 
ECW. 

June 2001 (116-Page Special): The 2001 PW! Poll. 
Plus: Ric Flair, Chyna, Steve Austin. 

July 2001: Women's Work! It Ain't What It Used To 
Be! Plus: Dudlays, Chavo Guerrero Jr, Justin Credible, 
Franane, Scott Steiner. 

August 2001 (116-Page Special): Supercards 2001: 
WrestleMania X-Seven, WCW Night of Champions, 
Super 8. Plus: Big Show, Kane, Jeff Jarrett, Tommy 
Dreamer, 

September 2001; WWF-WCW: The 10 Questions 
That Must Be Answered. Plus: Trple-H, Stacy Keibler, 
Paul Heyman, Matt Hardy. 

October 2001 (116-Page Special): Mid-Year Report: 
Top 50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Pius: Perry Satur, Dallas Page, Tern. 

November 2001: A Crying Shane: He Paid The 
Price To Purchase WCW ... ls He Willing To Pay 
The Price To Keep It? Plus: DDP-Kimberly, Edge, 
Molly-Spike, Tajiri, Rob Van Dam, Mick Foley, Florida 
indies. 

December 2001 (116-Page Special): PW! 500— 
Angle Climbs To The Top. Includes: The editors’ 
views, Achievement 2001 ballot. 

January 2002: There's Something About Lita— 
What Makes Her The WWF's “It” Girl. Plus: Jericho- 
Stephanie, Mark Henry, X-Pac, Triple-H, Undertaker. 
February 2002 (116-Page Special): The State Of The 


Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, independents, 


international, the business, the art. Pius: Goldberg. 
March 2002: No More Joking, No More Choking: 
Y2J Takes A Serious Stab At Superstardom! Plus: 
Test, The Rock, Eric Bischoll, Bradshaw, Foley vs. 
Regal. 
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“Let's say I had one week left on my contract and then I 
would be free to go wrestle. That still wouldn’t mean I’m 
gonna go sign a contract for the WWF. There’s a lot of things 
that stand in the way of that happening. My contract right now i ) 
would only be part of the reason why I wouldn’t be working : Think you're a better writer than the editors here 
for the WWF, And I’m not even considering it now because at PWI? Here’s your chance to prove it, punk! This 
I’m still under contract.” | picture of Christian getting blinded by the light 
—Bill Goldberg, discussing his current status in an inter- needs a short, concise, and downright uproarious 
view with wrestlingobserver.com caption. If you think you're up to the task, e-mail 





your zany quips to PWIFocus@aol.com or slap a 34- 

“Last week I was posing for Playboy in the most glam- cent stamp on an envelope and snail-mail it to 
orous atmosphere you could possibly imagine, and this week “Caption Me!” Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 
I"ve got bugs all over my ass. This is all foreign to me. 've [MURS economia or Bote tay 


never even been camping.” | the best of the bunch—and the funnier the better. 
—Joanie Laurer (the artist formerly known as Chyna), dis- 
cussing her appearance on NBC's 
Fear Factor in an interview with 
Entertainment Weekly 


“IT couldn't wish for a better Nan aie : , 
spot.” | sii aaa maya BH 
—William Regal, discussing his 
ass-Kissing scene with Vince 
McMahon in an interview with 
wwi.com 


Let ms 


“You would think that once 
I’ve killed Moppy, the angle 
would be over, and I really hope 
it is.” 
—Terri, showing her displea- 
sure for the Perry Saturn/Moppy angle in an interview i ein @ aos Ne 
with Slam! Wrestling ie “a m4 Wpuee r | hi oN 


“Sting never lost his heart. WCW sucked it out of him!” 
Lance Storm, talking about Sting on his Web site, 
stormwrestling.com 


“Yes, even / wrestled for wew!” 
—ynamite danny-duggan@hotmail.com 


“Tam The Game-uh,’ dammit, I can do the worm-uh.” 
—bigrams@hotmail.com 


“IT told the beautician to make my hair fair, not Flair!” 
—briank @intelos.net 


Terra Ryzing? There is nothing terrorizing about the powder blue 
tights! 
—Godly KenDayison@aol.com 


unten “Shawn, I've got it! A chick! A big chick with muscles! Whaddya 
er We Sat Mn ed y Naat +} mean it’s a crummy idea?! It'll make us famous!” 
ot AT if ee ss ~—Dixie Flatline, dflat23@omnisky.net 
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HE WWE ISN'T alone any- 

r more. Jimmy Hart's XWF pro- 
motion got underway in No- 
vember with two very successful 





days of television tapings within the 
Universal Studios Orlando theme 
park. While they didn’t have a televi- 
sion clearance as of press time, all 





The match between Curt Hennig and Hulk Hogan got the Bonsat reaction of any dur- 


Ing the XWPF’s first round of TV tapings. Although It appears Hogan won't be involved 
with the company long-term, the XWF has enough good people running it to have at 


least a chance at succeeding. 
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those involved with the tapings report 
that the promotion is well-organized 
and well-financed, unlike other recent 
independent startups. (Reports say 
that the money man behind the XWF 
is willing to part with $30-million as 
long as he has fun in the process.) 
Given time and a lot of patience, the 
XWF might be able to make itself a 
little niche and perhaps be a prof- 
itable company. 

Featured during the two days was 
a good mix of stars, about half of 
which were up-and-comers, with the 
other half just past their prime. Hulk 
Hogan (who beat Curt Hennig in a 
match on the second day of the tap- 
ings) was the most high-profile star 
by far, but other wrestlers, like The 
Road Warriors, Public Enemy (now 
wrestling under the name The South 
Philly Posse), The Nasty Boys, 
Norman Smiley, Buff Bagwell, 
Vampiro, Juventud Guerrera, The 
Wall, Big Vito, Simon Diamond, 
Johnny Swinger, Tough Enough’s 
Josh Lomberger (wrestling as Josh 
Matthews), and indy standouts 
Christopher Daniels and The 
Shane Twins helped to round out 
the two-day bill quite nicely. To- 
gether, they comprise a locker room 
that's full of veteran leadership and 
youthful enthusiasm. “Rowdy” Rod- 
dy Piper, “Mean” Gene Okerlund, 
and Rena Mero are also with the 
XWF, though not in wrestling roles. 

The XWF has experienced some 
early troubles, though. Hogan isn't 
expected to remain part of the pro- 
motion. Most insiders believe he ap- 
peared simply as a favor to Jimmy 
Hart. There is hope inside the XWF 
that Hogan will make the new promo- 
tion his full-time home, however. 
Nasty Boy Brian Knobs, for one, 
believes that Hogan will return. 

“He's just sitting back,” Knobs told 
the Pro Wrestling Torch. “He liked 
what he saw. The door is open for 
him to come back ... I'm pretty sure 
he will be involved.” 

The XWF also lost a rather impor- 
tant big-name announcer after its ini- 
tial tapings concluded. Jerry “The 
King” Lawler sat in on color com- 
mentary during the first two days of 


matches with former WCW announc- 
er Tony Schiavone, but returned to 
the WWF shortly thereafter. XWF 
officials allowed Lawler to break a 45- 
day contract to return to his old home. 

So what makes the XWF different 
from the other independent startups 
that we've seen recently? Well, tor 
one, they have people in top posi- 
tions who actually know what they're 
doing. This isn’t a reincarnation of 
Main Event Championship Wrestling, 
which has dropped off the map en- 
tirely. Jimmy Hart and the other XWF 
officials didn't go on radio stations 
and promise wrestling fans the world. 
Instead, they put on two very enter- 
taining days of shows and promised 
more of the same. That's a winning 
formula. 

Eddie Guerrero's days with the 
WWF have come to an end. Follow- 
ing his arrest for drunken driving in 
Florida on November 9, Guerrero 
was fired by the federation. 

According to various insiders, the 
decision to fire Guerrero was not 
made easily, as he's one of the most 
popular wrestlers backstage and one 
of the most respected in-ring perform- 
ers on the WWF's roster. WWF offi- 
cials, however, thought that he forced 
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American Dragon celebrates his victory over Low-Ki In the final round of the King of 
the Indies tournament, sponsored by All Pro Wrestling. The win was particularly grat- 
ifying for Dragon, who was able to avenge his Super 8 defeat. 





Eddie Guerrero was one of the WWF's 
most versatile and underrated com- 
petitors. Unfortunately, the federation 
had little choice but to release him 
after his November drunken driving 
arrest. He had only recently gotten out 
of drug rehab. 


the federation’s hand. Guerrero had 
only been out of drug rehabilitation a 
few weeks when the incident took 
place (he had wrestled on a handful 
of WWF house shows before his ar- 
rest), and given the WWF's recent 
stance on other drug and alcohol vio- 
lators (note the terminations of Road 
Dogg and Grandmaster Sexay), it 
was felt by federation officials that 
Guerrero had to be let go. 

For years, the East Coast (along 
with North Carolina and Tennessee) 
was regarded as the hotbed for inde- 
pendent wrestling. Recently, the Mid- 
west has stolen some of that thunder, 


as the Heartland Wrestling Associ- 
ation and Ohio Valley Wrestling have 
come under the auspices of the 
WWF. Now the West Coast Is start- 
ing to get hot, too. Last year’s King of 
the Indies tournament, sponsored by 
All Pro Wrestling and held in Vallejo, 
California, was one of 2001’s best in- 
dependent events anywhere. 

The tournament spanned two 
nights and featured 16 of the best in- 
dependent wrestlers in the world. 
East Coast stars like Low-Ki, Scoot 
Andrews, and A.J. Styles made the 
trip out west, while APW veterans like 

(Continued on page 98) 
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What a year, huh? ECW folds. WCW is sold to the 
WWF. WCW invades the WWF—with ECW. Heyman's 
in, Lawler’s out. Lawler’s in, Heyman’s out. No Gold- 
berg. Too much of the McMahons. Yup, this year was 
unlike any other in wrestling history, and in this case, 
that was probably not a good thing. But one thing | can 
always count on is that you will provide me with out- 
standing top 10 lists (although a few of you missed the 
point and just sent lists of the top 10 wrestlers in the 
world). Anyway, let’s get to the best of the best from 
2001... 


‘Lr ea ir 
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10—I/'m A Fun Guy, Really! by Lance Storm 

9—Better Living Through Pastry by The Rock 

8—/ Used To Be Somebody by Bill Goldberg 

7—The Lights Are On, But Nobody's Home by Perry 
saturn 

6—My 50 Recipes For Squashed Grapefruits by 
Linda McMahon 

5—Mr. McMahon: The Real Studmuffin by Trish 
Stratus & Torrie Wilson 

4—How To Speak In Subtitles In Five Easy Lessons 
by Kaientai 

3—Spinnerooni, The San Francisco Treat by Booker T 

2—WNo, It's Not Raining Up Here by The Big Show 


: 1—By Far The Most Important Book Ever Wnitten by 
Tony Schiavone 
—Tom Smail, Lake Hiawatha, New Jersey 


10—Yes, Officer, | Am Old Enough To Drive (CrashHolly) 
9— Oops, | Thought You Were Christian—My Bad 
(Edge) 
8—Eeeeeew, Why Do | Have To Walk Out With 
Them? (Stacy Keibler) 
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10—You are Shawn Stasiak 





Book coming for Saturn? 


7—101 Jokes For Any Occasion (Lance Storm) 

6—Maximizing Your Asset Allocation In A Bear 
Market (Bradshaw) 

5—Hey, You're Not Edge! (Christian) 

4—Besmirch This (William Regal) 

3— Vince, Will You Tell This Security Guard | Still 
Work Here. Uh ... Vince? (D-Lo Brown) 

2—Here Comes The Money, There Go The Ratings 
Saheb: Pailgeeel 9 
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How Tb Treet Those Stubborn Launchy Stains 


(Pat Patterson) 
—Fosman2001@aol.com 
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9—You are Kanyon 

8—You are Tazz 

7—You are Steven Richards 

6—You are Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley 
5—You are Shane McMahon 

4—You are Christian 

3—You are Booker T 

sole are Sie! Mestad 


= = 


1—You 2 are 5 Sieve Austin ' 
—Ken Sawicki, Lethbridge, Alberta 
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10—Bargain basements 


9—Trash bags 
8—Light switches 
7—Elvis 
6—Watermelons 


5—Puppy dog faces 

4—Clock pendulums 

3—Sandbags 

2—Garden tools 
.. and the number-one thing that reminds me of 
Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley: 

1—A dying cat in a hailstorm 

—Jesse Miller, Carthage, Missouri 


TOP 10 VENTURES VINCE McMAHON WILL ACT 
UPON IN 2002 
10—Main event for WrestleMania X-8: The Hurricane 
vs. The Penguin 
9—Smackdown Your Goat: a WWF religious sacrifice 
8—Royal Fumble: a documentary on the XFL 
7—David Arquette’s developmental contract 
6—TLC Ill, Tiger Beat: Hardy Boyz vs. Backstreet 
Boys vs. 'N Syne 
5—<Anti-monotone voice therapy for Linda 
4—GTV: Someone will be filming secret meetings 
and other stuff backstage, but it won't make 
any sense because they'll never tell us who it 
is—oh, wait, he already did that! 
3—Livewired: wresiling for stoners 
2—Handcuff Enough: another cop show 
... and the number-one venture Vince McMahon 
will act upon in 2002: 
1—XBRD: Xtreme Ballroom Dancing! 
—wNathan Lindquist, Springfield, Illinois 


TOP 10 POST-WRESTLING OCCUPATIONS FOR 
TODAY'S SUPERSTARS 
10—The Big Show will lay on his back at Yankee 
Stadium and be used as the pitchers’ mound 
9—Jerry Lawler will become the new judge on 
Divorce Court 
8—Steve Austin will become the spokesman for 
Huggies diapers 
7—Eric Bischoff and Vince Russo will star in the 
sequel to Dumb And Dumber 
6—Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley will continue 
her singing lessons at the Randy Savage 
School of Voice 
5—Paul Heyman will become the 2004 presidential 
campaign manager for former Vice President Al 
Gore ... Gore ... Gore! 
4—William Regal will star as Mr, French in the TV 
remake of Family Affair 
3—Trish Stratus will get a job with the FBI ... work 
ing undercovers 
2—Lance Storm and Steve Blackman will begin a 
lifelong search for their personalities 
... and the number-one post-wrestling occupation for 
today’s superstars; 
1—Chris Jericho will get a job in a library so he can 
tell everyone to “shut the hell up!” 
—Tom Smail, Lake Hiawatha, New Jersey 


TOP 10 WAYS TO STAY 
OUT OF THE WWF's TOP 
TIER 
10—Main-event a U.K.- 
only pay-per-view 
S—Have Jim Ross say 
you have “limitless 
potential” 
8—Be a former DX mem- 
ber (one exception) 
7—Get a push in the 
light heavyweight 
division 
6—Claim to be “NWO 4 Ever" 
5—Be a former ECW World champion 
4—Fall in love with a mop 
3—Give an interview to 20/20 
2—Tell Stephanie what you really thought of her promo 
... and the number-one way to stay out of the WWF's 
top tier: 
1—Be Buff Bagwell! 
—Martin Croser, Maidstone, England 





TOP 10 JOBS OUR FAVORITE EX-WCW STARS WILL 
HOLD IN 2002 
10—Scott Steiner will be hired by the staff of Jenny 
Jones to yell at undisciplined teens during those 
“Scared Straight” segments 
9—Bret Hart will become a motivational speaker, but 
he will be immediately fired for depressing every- 
one by whining about his own problems 
8—E£d Ferrara will pretend he's Jim Ross to land a job 
as an Oklahoma Sooners play-by-play man 
7—Jeft Jarrett will become independently wealthy by 
selling “genuine match-used quitar pieces” on eBay 
6—Kevin Nash will entertain at children’s parties by 
doing his impression of Vince McMahon 
5—Bill Goldberg will decide to cash in on his fame by 
becoming a professional autograph signer, but 
tragedy will strike when he suffers a sprained 
pinky finger on his signing hand and must sit out 
the next two years 
4—Hulk Hogan will become a wrestling promoter, 
but his company will fold after one show when 
Brutus Beefcake is booked in every match 
3—Mike Tenay will don a mask and head to Mexico, 
where he'll become E! Profesore, Lucha Libre’s 
hottest new sensation 
2—\Vince Russo will become a writer for adult 
movies, but he will be fired when, even by porn 
standards, his scripts make no sense 


... and the number-one job one of our favorite ex- 
WCW stars will hold in 2002: 


1—Buff Bagwell won't actually need to get a job be- 
cause his mother will continue to give him his 
$10 per week allowance! 
—Siteven Rossi, Astoria, NY _. 
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By Brandi Mankiewicz 


(Editor's note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Brandi Mankiewicz 
herself. They do not necessarily reflect 
the editorial views of this magazine.) 


HO EVER THOUGHT that 
we d get to the point in 
wrestling when the most 
aver character in. the WWF would be 
Vince's ass? Otherwise known as the 
“Rikishi Complex,” Vince and his ass 
cheeks have become more welcome on 
TV than dus face cheeks. Those pasty 
white cheeks seem to be a big hit with 
men and women, and that scares me. 
Isn't the point of wrestling sup- 
posed to be that the wrestlers get the 
crowd to react? When it takes a cloth- 
ing-optional Keister to bring the fans 
to their feet, instead of a clothesline 
from hell, | begin to wonder just a lit- 
tle more about the fans.1 know that 
peeking at a person s pooper is some- 
times a fun thing, especially when it § 
a hiney worth gazing at, but Vince's 
hiney isn’t worthy, Trust me, 1 had to 
edit the slides taken of William 
Regal’s fateful first fanny kiss by our 
photographer Vern Verna, Take my 
word for it that Vince's has ane hairy 
crack. 

But don't worry, my Heartless min- 
ions, [ will not give you a closeup view 
of Vince's cheeky vertical smile any- 
where in my column, But, if you beg 
nicely and loudly, you might just get a 
chance to see mine. Only a true cham- 
pion like me would do that for you. 
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lf you wish to 
contribute to 
Branai’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 

Box 1148 

Ft. Washington, PA 
19034 


Or send e-mail to: 
OfffheTopRope 
@yahoo.com 


Hi Queen, 

Was Chyna released by the WWF be- 
cause of her contract demands, or because 
of the Triple-H/Stephanie McMahon rela- 
tionship? Either way, it's a tragedy. 

HOWARD RIELL 
Kingston, PA 
Hi Howard, 

I do believe that both sides of this 
issue were just waiting to pet away 
from each other, Why on earth would 
Chyna—sorry, Joanie—want to be on 
the road 300 days a year, traveling 
around with her former boyfriend, 
who is sucking face with the daughter 
of the guy who signs her paycheck? 
I'm sure that wouldn't be a healthy 
situation for any of the parties 
involved. On the WWF's side, why 
would it want a ticked off Amazonian 


woman working in such close proximi- 
ty to the owner's daughter? Stephanie 
may be solidly built, but I doubt that 
she could do more than cover her nec- 
essary parts as Joanie kicked her butt. 
Triple-H is not a title belt to be defend- 
ed using the 24/7 rule, and if all three 
were on the road together, there is a 
good chance that is what the situation 
might have ended up like. I’m sure 
that Triple-H would enjoy having two 
artificially busty babes battling over 
him, but I bet he'd tire of it quickly. 
The whole situation is messy, and one 
must wonder if the low salary offer 
was the best thing that could have ever 
happened to Joanie. 


Dear Brandi, 

| have to disagree with you about 
charisma. It can be taught. When you 
first start wrestling, you probably won't 
be very good at getting the crowd going. 
As you become experienced, you will 
lear how to get the fans behind you or 
against you. It all comes with experience. 
On a side note, what do you have 

against Canada, ely? 
DANNY DUGGAN 
dynamite_danny_duggan@hotmail.com 


Believe me when | tell you it's better for all 
involved that Joanie “Chyna” Laurer is no 
longer In the WWF, where she'd have to 
watch this loving couple here traipsing 
around together all the time. She may think 
she got a raw deal from the WWF, but think 
of how ugly things could have gotten had 
she signed a new contract. 





Dear Dan, 

You’re getting charisma confused 
with confidence. When a person is 
confident in his abilities, he will be 
better in the ring. Charisma itself is a 
personality attribute that is more 
akin to charm than getting the crowd 
to chant your name. Some people are 
naturally charismatic. They are the 
center of attention everywhere they 
20, from the mall to a wrestling show. 
Charisma is a natural grace that 
comes from within, and there’s no 
amount of training that will give you 
that. Let me put it to you in a way 
that you’ll most likely understand: If 
you’re a natural brunette, but dye 
your hair blonde, you’re not a blonde. 
You are just pretending to be blonde 
until your roots show through again. 
The same goes for charisma. You can 
be taught the motions, but if it’s not 
inside of you in the first place, it 
comes off as being manufactured and 
mechanical. The best wrestling exam- 
ple is Justin Credible. As the jock- 
strap-wearing Aldo Montoya, he was 
a dud. When he resurfaced in ECW 
as Justin Credible, he and Lance 
Storm needed the manufactured 
atmosphere of ECW (and ample 
charisma from Dawn Marie) to make 
him even watchable on their shows. 
Now, again in the WWF, he is so 
ungodly awful that I swear he has 
negative charisma. 


Dear Queen Brandi, 

Does the WWF have any of the 
WCW contracts? Do you think Goldberg 
will show up at WrestleMania X-8, and 
do you think that WCW will have its 
own show back on the air? 

STEPHEN REGISTER 
WWJIDBLADER2001@aol.com 
Dear Brandi, 

I hope this whole Alliance routine is 
over soon. It 1s getting pretty boring. | 
would really much rather see WCW get 
its own T'V show. 

ELIZABETH J. McARTHUR 
lizziemac@angelfire.com 
Dear Stephen and Lizzie, 

Well, you don’t have to worry 
about being bored anymore now that 
the WWF has disbanded the Alli- 
ance. Now even the poor Alliance 


members won’t be bored, either, just 
sitting around in the locker room 
waiting for one of those oh-so-impor- 
tant Alliance meetings that meant 
nothing. That also means we'll never 
suffer through another WCW show 
in our lifetime. Yes, the WWF still 
has some WCW guys under contract, 
but those guys are mostly develop- 
mental guys whom you didn’t care 
about when they were giving their all 
on WCW Monday Nitro, so why 
should you care about them now? 
Besides, there is a good chance that a 
decent portion of them will be gone 
by the time I finish writing this sen- 
tence. Will you still be bored, though, 
with only the WWE to watch on 
Monday nights? Only if you’re 
watching an X-Pac match. 


Letter of the month (taken verbatim 
from the actual letter to share my tor- 
ture with you all): 

Hello my name is Blake Guidry, I 
read almost all PW/ magazines every 
month and was wondering how to get a 
column in that magazine any how i want 
to write something about the rock for 


For all of you who thought the 
Alliance guys made for boring 
TV on Monday and Thursday 
nights, fear not, because you'll 
still have X-Pac to suck all the 
enthusiasm out of you. 


Tay aie saaevet | 
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your Off The Top Rope Column. 

The Rock the peoples champion going 
to waste in WWF but no where's to go 
and if Rock was right before I would ask 
him why did he start doing the Sharp 
Shooter on people. its The Rock why 
does he need this move don't he think the 
rock bottom and the people elbow is not 
enough.Now he might be doing this move 
out of respect for his friend who had a 
tragic passing in the ring being Owen 
Hart er Rock this is not a shot from a little 
indy pro wrestler but out of respect for 
Owen please stop doing the move or tuck 
the foot behind knee brother. 

Blake Dozzer 
blakedozzer@ hotmail.com 
Dear Blake, 

You want to write a column in 
PWI? Let’s see, you can’t formulate a 
coherent sentence, You don’t know to 
properly use punctuation. You use 
“insider” terms like brother. I would 
also have to guess, from your sentence 
structure, that you are probably 
around 11 years old. Hmmmmmm, 
sounds like you’d be a perfect Internet 
writer. Go bother them for some expo- 
sure, brother. a 
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William Regal couldn't believe it when Vince McMahon told him he literally wanted 
him to kiss his ass on November 19. A lot of people watching couldn't believe they 
were actually going to have to watch It happen. 
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utt ugly. Trish Stratus. Ivory. 
Torrie Wilson. What do these 
three lovelies have in common? 
Proprietorship over the three finest back- 
sides on prime time television. Yet 
whenever one of them reveals even the 
slightest bit of cheek, the Raw cameras 
seem to pan left or dolly right or even 
zoom out. In fact, the cameras are every- 
where but where they should be. 

And while I disagree with the 
WWF's production values (vehemently, 
at times like these), I understand what 
the TV-14 rating 1s all about. 

What I don’t understand is why 
Vince McMahon would think that any- 
one on this planet, or any other, would 
want to see his 55-year-old butt for even 
one-tenth of a second, let alone 20-plus 
minutes. Nevertheless, that’s what we 
were “treated” to on November 26, as 
McMahon tried to indoctrinate Steve 
Austin and Jim Ross into the new Vince 
McMahon Kiss My Ass club on Raw. 

Nor do I understand why the WWF 
production crew was suddenly so gener- 
ous with its behind-the-scenes footage 
of McMahon's rear end, offering up 
wide-angle shots, closeups, worm's-eye 
views, etc. 

It seems to be a growing phenome- 
non on TV these days. A man can lose 
his pants three or four times during the 
course of a show, and he stands naked 
(from the back) for all to see each and 
every time. As soon as a lady drops her 
drawers, we get to see everything from 
the chin up. Take The Simpsons, for 
example. Over the years, I think we’ve 
seen more of Homer’s rear than his toi- 
let seat has. But I can count on one hand 
the number of times Marge has been 
drawn and featured in the buff. 

For reasons I'll never figure out, 
there’s supposed to be something funny 





about the male bottom, 
Viewing audiences are 
expected to accept the 
sight of a bare-assed man 
as routine comedy. But 
there was nothing funny, 
or acceptable, about 
Vince McMahon's antics 
on Raw. Just like there's 
nothing funny when the 
camera peers off of Stacy 
Keibler’s goodies. Or 
when the lens gets only so 
close to that strategically 
placed hole punched in 
the seat of Ivory’s pants. 

Hell, ll admit it, I 
wouldn't mind seeing 
more skin on Raw, just as 
long as it’s not the skin 
on McMahon's butt. 
Wait, let me amend that. 
As long as it’s not the 
skin on Vince or Shane 
McMahon's butt (Steph’s 
is a no-brainer, but I’m 
not quite certain about 
Linda). 

And before you label 
me a chauvinist, let me 
warm you, this isn't your 
typical male double-stan- 
dard at work here. Sure, 
I'd love an extended peek 
at the golden globes of the 
aforementioned ladies. 
But fair is fair—the fe- 
male fans need something 
to ogle, too. So a word to 
the camera crew up in 
Stamford: If you must 
feature the male derriere, 
at least find an athletic 
specimen worthy of the 
exposure. Nobody, male or female, rel- 
ishes the thought of looking at some Jig- 
gly middle-aged ramp. Remember how 
well the Mae Young flashing bit went 
over two years ago? 

Now that I got that off my chest, let 
me tell you what really offended me 
about that segment: Vince McMahon's 
megalomania, Apparently, this wres- 
tling ‘genius’ felt the fans in Oklahoma 
City and at home would rather watch his 
bare butt in the main event than, say, a 
wrestling match, 





lf bare flesh is going to be featured more prominently on Raw In upcom- 
Ing months, Frank Krewda hopes it isn't going to be Vinnie Mac's. He'd 
rather see a little more of Trish Stratus If given a cholce. 


And he also saw fit to tease this seg- 
ment from the opening promo through 
the runover, Even worse; Jerry Lawler 
(himself no stranger to kissing feef— 
remember the infamous match with Bret 
Hart) and Jim Ross had to hype this 
nonsense as if were truly a spectacle 
worth watching. 

Here’s Vince McMahon sitting on 
top of the most complete roster in wres- 
tling history, and the best he could 
come up with for a main event was an 
ass-to-lip showdown with Jim Ross? I 


never thought I'd say 
this, but I sure wish | 
had Nitro to click to on 
November 26. 

Speaking of J.R.— 
and you can toss Wil- 
liam Regal and Austin in 
here, (oo—why in God's 
name would he agree to 
put his face anywhere 
near McMahon's butt? 
Just the fact that they 
went through with such 
a sickening charade re- 
veals what true butt- 
kissers they really are. 

The comment Ross 
made to me back in 
April 1998 still re- 
sounds: “The WWF is 
about the superstars and 
the fans. It’s not about 
the owners or manage- 
ment hogging the spot- 
light or becoming part of 

the show.” Was I naive 
| 10 believe him? 

Okay, so maybe I'm 
overreacting. It’s not as 
bad as all that. I mean, 
after all, it was only a 
storyline, right? Wrong. 
Not when doing what 
you're told means keep- 
ing your job in such a 
cramped federation. And 
while I’m sure Austin, 
Regal, and Ross feel they 
were only doing their 
jobs, there’s no doubt in 
my mind Vince enjoyed 
flexing his muscles, even 
if they were his glutes. 

McMahon's shame- 
less display of egocentrism on No- 
vember 26 would have made Stalin 
blush. Or maybe even vomit. It made 
my wife blush. It made me sick. Perhaps 
The Undertaker, whose unexpected heel 
turn was the only redeeming quality of 
the entire show, said it best when he ran 
down the litany of former WWF super- 
stars who have kissed McMahon's 
backside though the ages. 

And after all these years, haven't 
we seen enough butt-kissing—real or 
scripted? B 
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By Mike Spillane >. 


HE PRAYERS OF puroresu 

fans around the world were an- 

swered when doctors announced 
that Hayabusa, the high-flying star of 
FMW, is expected to make at least a par- 
tial recovery from the injuries he suf- 
fered in the ring this fall. A botched sec- 
ond-rope moonsault onto Mammoth Sa- 
saki saw Hayabusa backflip directly onto 
his head, and in the days after the acci- 
dent, many feared that Hayabusa would 
never Walk again, 

Hayabusa has since regained some 
feeling in his extremities and has started 
to eat solid foods while remain- 
ing under careful watch at a 
rehabilitation center in Tokyo. 
Doctors have told the press that 
while the road to recovery will 
be a long one for the beloved 
superstar, he has already taken 
the crucial first steps. 

And although a return to the 
ring seems highly unlikely, doc- 
tors aren't ruling anything out 
just yet. With its top star gone, 
FMW is left in a precarious pos- 
ition, In an effort to rectify the 
problem to some degree, anoth- 
er daring masked man, Garuda, 
has been introduced. Having 
trained in both Japan and Mex- 
ico, Garuda is stylistically simi- 
lar to Hayabusa, and even uses 
some of Hayabusa’s signature 
moves, Whether the fans of | 
FMW and Hayabusa will be 
able to accept Garuda, though, 
remains to be seen. For now, 
Garuda is poised opposite Kodo 
Fuyuki, Hayabusa's long-time 
nemesis. 

Like many promotions in 
Japan, FMW has been strug- 
gling in the last year, as support 
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for the Japanese independents in gener- 
al has suffered. While groups like 
Michinoku Pro and Osaka Pro, which 
promote only within certain geographi- 
cal areas, maintain a consistent base of 
regular fans, groups like BattlArts and 
DDT have watched as their crowds 
have steadily diminished. Recent turn- 
outs for some cards have been so low 
that the BattlArts group announced that 
it would fold in the very near future. 
BattlArts has been home to a number of 
terrific wrestlers during its short run, 
including Minoru Tanaka, Alexander 





The news on Hayabusa Is a lot better this month than It was 
last month. His doctors are now a lot more optimistic about 
his chances for recovery. Meanwhile, FMW, his home pro- 
motion, has Introduced a new masked man. 


Otsuka, and Minoru Fujita. 

One independent group that seems to 
be the exception to the rule is Ultimo 
Dragon's Toryumon group, which holds 
shows not only in Japan, but in Mexico 
as well. Ultimo has assembled a fine ros- 
ter of talent, largely composed of his 
own proteges, and young stars like 
Shima “CIMA” Nobunaga and Tokyo 
Magnum have seen their popularity sky- 
rocket in several countries. 

While other independent groups 
have seen a decrease in fan support, 
Toryumon has seen an increase, as the 
group is red-hot among puroresu fans 
right now. Three factions in Toryumon 
vie for the top spot in the company, and 
each has acquired its own loyal follow- 
ing. The most popular of these groups 
includes Dragon Kid, Tokyo Magnum, 
and Ryo Saito, a formidable trio of 
high-flyers. 

A group that reminds some fans of 
Kaientai Deluxe or even DeGeneration 
X is called Crazy MAX, an irreverent 
team of heels featuring Nobunaga, Judo 
Suwa, and Sumo Fuji. The 
| Crazy MAX team is often man- 
| aged by Taru, a capable wrestler 
in his own right. The final fac- 
tion is known as M2K and 
includes Yasushi Kanda, Susu- 
mu Mochizuki, and Darkness 
Dragon. Their leader, Masaaki 
Mochizuki, is the veteran of the 
team, having first made a name 
for himself in a standout match 
with Shinjiro Otani at the 1995 
Super J Cup. 

These three teams are con- 
stantly at war with one another, 
and the matches the feud has 
produced thus far have been 
outstanding combinations of 
submission wrestling and high- 

risk daredevil tactics. Just like 
the man himself, all of Ultimo 
Dragon’s students have shown 
that they are well-rounded, ener- 
getic wrestlers adept at a variety 
of in-ring styles, from fast-paced 
Lucha Libre to hard-hitting clas- 
sic puroresu. With a predomi- 
nantly junior heavyweight ros- 
ter, Toryumon has managed to 
attract a large cross-section of 
fans around the world. | 
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By Mike Spillane 
Ww .UCHA LIBRE REACHED a 
very large audience in the mid- 
1990s, thanks to a number of stel- 
lar shows in North America, most not- 
ably the AAA pay-per-view When 
Worlds Collide. Interest among both 
Spanish-speaking and English-speaking 
fans was clearly on the rise. Around the 
same time, many of the stars responsible 
for the resurgence in Lucha’s populari- 
ty—most notably Konnan, La Parka, 
and Rey Misterio Jr.—began moon- 
lighting in the United States with 
Extreme Championship Wrestling. 
The landscape of American pro 
wrestling changed forever in 1995 
with the arrival of Nitro, the WCW 
program that, until the company’s 
demise, opposed Raw, Looking for a 
way to attract new viewers to Nitro, 
WCW management kept a close eye 
on ECW, a company renowned for 
its innovative, cutting-edge ideas, 
There, in the ECW Arena, AAA reg- 
ulars like Eddie Guerrero, Juventud 
Guerrera, and Psicosis were winning 
over fans en masse with their incred- 
ible acrobatics and daredevil style. 
Many of AAA’s stars delivered 
command performances at Antonio 
Inoki’s World Wrestling Peace Festi- 
val, a 1996 event that included 
WCW stars such as Sting and The 
Giant (a.k.a. The Big Show), Event- 
ually, WCW acquired many of 
AAA's biggest names. Konnan, the 
closest thing to Hulk Hogan in 
Lucha Libre, became a WCW regu- 
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as minor players domestically, interna- 
tionally, these men were the most sought- 
alter performers of the day. They were 
also the lifeblood of AAA, a promotion 
that felt raped by WCW, to whom tt lost 
l giant portion of its biggest stars in one 
fell swoop. 

WCW eventually crumbled before 
being bought by the WWF, and La Parka, 
Juvi, Konnan, and others went back to 
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Mexico, where their return was met with 
mixed feelings. The fans rejoiced at the 
return of their missing heroes, almost 
entirely absent from the scene tor a penod 
of four years. AAA, their home promo- 
tion, was not anywhere near as eager to 
welcome them back. In fact, in their 
absence, AAA had chosen alternate 
wrestlers to portray Psicosis and La Parka. 

Juventud’s problems away from the 
ring in North America and Australia 
made promoters hesitant to acquire his 
services as well. Recently, though, 
EMLL has managed to find a place fora 
number of the former WCW stars. For 
some time, Los Villanos have been 
active there, and Lizmark Jr. (also called 
EF] Hijo de! Lizmark) is a regular with 
EMLL. Now, for the first ime, AAA's 
rival promotion has been able to place 
Mistenio, Juvi, and Nicho el Milhonario 
(the former and original Psicosis) on 
their cards. Among EMLL fans, 
the reaction has been overwhelm- 
ingly positive. 

This might open the door for the 
arrival of La Parka, who has been 
contemplating a return to one of the 
larger Mexican promotions for 
months. Other former WCW em- 
ployees, such as Damian and Hal- 
loween, have found regular work in 
Tijuana, one of Mexico's wrestling 
hotbeds, where they appear on a 
regular basis and are among the 
town’s top draws. Bigger stars like 
Vampiro and Konnan continue to 
find work internationally, and while 
they appear in Mexico frequently, 
both continue to be in demand 
around the world. 

Eddie Guerrero, who has wres- 
tled for ECW, WCW, AAA, New 
| Japan Pro Wrestling and most 
recently the WWF, might finally be 
headed back to Mexico as well. 
Guerrero previously wrestled in 
Japan as the second Black Tiger, 
but he has seen that persona adopt- 
ed by a new wrestler. That third 


lar. Young stars like Misterio, Guer- 
rera, and Psicosis followed, and 
eventually a number of Mexico's 
finest Luchadores became undercard 
attractions in the heated, cutthroat 
Monday night war. 

While they were often regarded 
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There's a decent chance that La Parka will soon join 
other WCW castoffs in one of the two major Mexican 
promotions. Many of those former WCW stars who 
were major attractions in AAA years ago are now 
competing for EMLL. 


Black Tiger ts active both in Japan 
and in Mexico. So it seems like the 
most logical destination for the 
high-flying Guerrero, who was re- 
leased by the WWF in November, 
is the country in which he first rose 
to prominence. LJ 
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TOP 10 
| STEVE AUSTIN 
252, Victoria, TX 
(1) WWE World champion 
2 THE ROCK 
272, Miami, Fl 
3 KEUI MUTO 
245, Yamanashi, Japan 
(2) All-Japan Triple Crown champlon 
4 KURT ANGLE 
233, Pittsburgh, PA 
(6) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 
5 CHRIS JERICHO 
225, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
(4) No. 4 contender: WWF World tlhe 
6 JUN AKIYAMA 
225, Hiroshima, Japan 
el 
7 ROB VAN DAM 
237, Battle Creek, Ml 
(-) WWE hardcore champion 
8 KAZUYUKI FUJITA 
253, Funabashi, Japan 
(5) WGP heavyweight champlon 
5 EDGE 
240, Toronto, Ontario 
(9) WWF Intercontinental champion 
10 LEVIATHAN 
325, parts unknown 
(-) OVW heavywelgh! champion 
WWF ovw 
World Champion: OVW Champion: 
STEVE AUSTIN LEVIATHAN 
(C) 252, Victoria, TX (-) 325, parts unknown 
1—THE ROCK 1—THE MACHINE 
(2) 272, Miami, Fl (-) 241, Louisville, KY 
2—EDGE 2—RANDY ORTON 
(3) 240, Toronto, Ontario (-] 265, St, Louis, MO 
3—KURT ANGLE 3J—MARK HENRY 
(-) 233, Pittsburgh, PA [-] 344, Austin, TX 
4—CHRIS JERICHO 4—FLASH 
(-) 225, Winnipeg, Manitoba (-) 225, Detroit, MI 
5—R0B VAN DAM 5—BULL BUCHANAN 
(5) 237, Battle Creek, MI [-| 325, Marietta, GA 
6—TEST 6—PROTOTYPE 
(1) 282, Toronto, Ontario (-) 260, Los Angeles, CA 
7—THE UNDERTAKER 7—NICK DINSMORE 
(4) 304, Dallas, TX (-] 226, Jefferson, IN 
8—CHRISTIAN B—MARK JINDRAK 
[-) 225, Toronto, Ontario [-) 253, Auburn, NY 
9—WILLIAM REGAL 9—BROCK LESNAR 
[-) 257, Blackpool, England [-) 295, Minneapolis, MN 
10—MATT HARDY 10—DAVID FLAIR 


[-) 213, Cameron, NC 
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[-) 205, Minneapolis, MN 
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TAG TEAMS 


l BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(2) WWF World tog team champlons 
2 TAIYO KEA & KEIJI MUTO 
Combined weight: 480 pounds 
(3) All-Japan & IWGP International tag team champions 
3. THE BIG SHOW & KANE 
Combined weight: 817 pounds 
[-) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
a) MITSUHARU MISAWA & YOSHINAR!I OGAWA 
Combined weight: 430 pounds 
(-) GHC tag team champions 
5 BRADSHAW & FAAROOG 
Combined weight: 599 pounds 
(4) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
& DON & RON HARRIS 
Combined weight: 598 pounds 
-) No. 1 contenders: All-Japan & IWGP tag title 
7 ALBERT & SCOTTY TOO HOTTY 
Combined weight: 556 pounds 
8 TAKAO OMORI & YOSHIHIRO TAKAYAMA 
Combined weight: 491 pounds 
(-) No, 1 contenders: GHC tag title 
JEFF & MATT HARDY 
Combined weight: 422 pounds 
(8) No. 4 contenders: WWF World tag title 
10 THE ISLAND BOYS 
Combined weight: 803 pounds 
(-) HWA fag team champions 








NWA 
NWA Champion: 
TITLE HELD UP 


NEW JAPAN 
[WGP Champion: 
KAZUYUKI FUJITA 
(C) 253, Funabashi, Japan 


1—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 

(2) 287, Gifu, Japan 
2—STEVE CORINO 

(1) 219, Sea Isle City, NJ 
3—GARY STEELE 

(3) 241, London, England 
4—KEVIN NORTHCUTT 

(4) 348, Chalmette, LA 
5—HOTSTUFF HERNANDEZ 

(6) 280, Houston, TX 
6—DR. LUTHER 

(7) 245, Calgary, Alberta 
7—JOHNNY ALLBLACK 

(10) 254, Honolulu, HI 
B—QUINN MAGNUM 

(5) 265, Pittsburgh, PA 
9—TOM BRANDI 

(9) 248, Norristown, PA 


10—BIG DON BRODIE 


(-) 350, Jackson, MS 


1—KENSUKE SASAKI 

(1) 251, Tokyo, Japan 
2—YUJI NAGATA 

(3) 228, Tokyo, Japan 
3=KEIJI MUTO 

(2) 245, Yamanashi, Japan 
4—SATOSHI KOJIMA 

(7) 223, Tokyo, Japan 
5—MASA CHONO 

(5) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
6—MANABU NAKANISHI 

(4] 235, Tokyo, Japan 
7—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 

(6) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
8—JUSHIN LIGER 

(9) 222, Hiroshima, Japan 
9—EL SAMURAI 

[-) 210, Tokyo, Japan 

10—KENDO KA SHIN 
[-) 195, Tokyo, Japan 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All 
other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top ttle in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 
wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category 
last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue, 


APOCALYPSE WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—lJoey Knight; 1—Tony Mack; 
2—Joguar Vijay Singh; 3—Miss AWF Tracy; 4—Donny Dynomic; 5—Fabian Stokes; 6— 
Jomes Champagne; 7—Masomune; 8—Codfather; 9—Vlodimir Urkov; 10—Slade. 


BAD 2 THE BONE WRESTLING: Champion—Vic the Bruiser; 1—T.J. Lightnin’; 2— 
).C. Bailey; 3—Josh Johnson; 4—Billy Black; 5—Simon Sezz; 6-—Holly Wood; 7— 
PsychoDelic: 8—Randy Royal; 9—Chip Stifler; 10—Monsloughter. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Scoot Andrews; 1—Mozart 
Fontaine; 2—Prince Nano; 3—American Dragon; 4—Low-Ki; 5—Christopher Daniels; 
6—Cheetah Master; 7—Mr, Ooh Lo La; 8—Red; 9—Billy Bax; 10—Johnny Maxx, 


EXODUS WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—George South; 1—Rick Morton; 2— 
Baddstreet; 3—Scotty McKeever; 4—Bobby Eaton; 5—Gladiator II; 6—Masked Superstar 
ll; 7—George South Jr.; 8—Hector Guerrero; 9—Gory Royal; 10—Crvel Connection |. 


HARDCORE CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Stan Sierra; 1—Brock 
Landers; 2—Lovisville Mugger; 3—Ric Gunner; 4—Chosen One; 5—Big Boss Country; 
6—Scrop Dog; 7—John Grizzly; 8—Shown Christopher; 9—I.M. Smooth: 10—Johnny 
Hort. 


INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING CARTEL: Champion—Orion; 1—Brock Landers; 2— 
Louisville Mugger; 3—Ric Gunner; 4—Shawn Christopher; 5—Big Boss Country; 6— 
Johnny Hart; 7—Chosen One; 8—Scrap Dog; 9—I.M. Smooth; 10—John Grizzly, 


MARYLAND CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Jerry Lawler; 1—2 Dope; 
2—The Bruiser; 3—Marcus Jordon; 4—Doug Delicious; 5—Billy Redwood; 6—Jimmy 
Cicero; 7—Adam Flash; 8—Qenoan Creed; 9—Chad Bowman; 10—Ronnie Zuko. 


MICHINOKU PRO WRESTLING: Champion—tThe Great Sasuke; I—Tiger Mask: 
2—Gran Homodo; 3—Dick Togo; 4—Masao Orihoro; 5—Pentagon Black; 6—Hideki 
Nishida; 7—El Pantera; 8—Kendo; 9—Chad Collyer; 10—Macho Pomp. 


NWA WILDSIDE: Champion—Rick Michaels; 1—A.J. Styles; 2—David Young; 3— 
New Jack; 4—Adam Jacobs; 5—Terry Knight; 6—Onyx; 7—Iceberg; 8—Jason Cross; 
9—Jimmy Rave; 10—J.C. Dozz. 


POCONO CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Buck Wylde; 1—Gene 
Snisky; 2—Mr, Ooh Lo La; 3—King Kong Bundy; 4—Gillberg; 5—Judd the Stud; 6— 
J.J. Johnston; 7—Mozart Fontaine; 8—Benny Stoltzfus; 9—Ax Reagle; 10—Johnny 
Maxx. 


SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Otto 
Schwonz; 2—C.W. Anderson; 3—Kross; 4—Lozz; 5—Dewey Cheatum; 6—Caprice 
Coleman; 7—Scob; 8—Q-Sic, 9—Notrone Steele: 10—Brad Hunter. 


WORLD XTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Somu; 1—Somoan Storm; 2— 
Moondog Malsonn; 3—Metal Maniac: 4—Poppa Pete; 5—Malachi; 6—Mad Russian; 
7—Billy Dream; 8—Portage; 9—Mana; 10—Cory K. 





ALL-JAPAN PRO WRESTLING NOAH EMLL AAA 
Triple Crown Champion: GHC Champion: EMLL Champion: AAA Champion: 
KEIJ] MUTO JUN AKIYAMA UNIVERSO DOS MIL LATIN LOVER 
(C) 245, Yamanashi, Japan (C) 225, Hiroshima, Japan (C) 240, Mexico City, Mexico (C) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 
1—GENICHIRO TENRYU 1—VADER 1—EMILIO CHARLES JR. 1—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 
(1) 235, Tokyo, Japan (1) 450, Denver, CO (5) 222, Mexico City, Mexico (2) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
2—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 2—MITSUHARU MISAWA 2—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 2—HECTOR GARZA 
(3) 245, Ashikaga, Japan (2) 228, Ashikaga, Japan (3) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (3) 220, Monterrey, Mexico 
3—TAIYO KEA 3—AKITOSHI SAITO 3—ATLANTIS 3—HEAVY METAL 
(2) 235, Honolulu, HI (?) 250, Nagoya, Japan (-) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico (4) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
4—STEVE WILLIAMS 4—YOSHIHIRO TAKAYAMA 4—NEGRO CASAS 4—P/RATA MORGAN 
(6) 265, Norman, OK [4] 270, Sapporo, Japan (1) 173, Mexico City, Mexico (?) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—MASA CHONO 5—TAKAO OMORI 5—REY MISTERIO JR. 5—EL TEXANO 
(4) 235, Tokyo, Japan (3) 221, Tokyo, Japan [-] 140, San Diego, CA (10) 225, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—MASATO TANAKA 6—MICHAEL MODEST 6—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 6—CIBERNETICO 
(8) 235, Tokyo, Japan [-) 235, New York, NY (7) 165, Mexico City, Mexico (7) 235, Mexico City, Mexico 
7—MITSUYA NAGAI 7—AKIRA TAUE 7—APOLO DANTES 7—ELECTRO SHOCK 
(9) 238, Hokkaido, Japan (-) 265, Chichibu, Japan (-) 215, Guadalajara, Mexico (1) 208, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—MIKE ROTUNDO 8—JUN IZUMIDA 8—MR. NIEBLA 8—EL CANEK 
(-) 255, Syracuse, NY (-) 293, Kuriara, Japan (-! 185, Cualtitlan, Mexico (8) 235, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—NOBUTAKA ARAYA 9—TAKESHI MORISHIMA 9—NICHO EL MILLONARIO 9—JERRY ESTRADA 
[-] 244, Chigasaki, Japan (10) 281, Tokyo, Japan [-) 200, Tijuana, Mexico (5) 239, Montclova, Mexico 
10—GEORGE HINES 10—2 COLD SCORPIO 10—TARZAN BOY 10—OCTAGON 


(-) 278, Houston, TX 


(5) 222, Denver, CO 


(-) 218, Mexico City, Mexico 


(-) 180, Monterrey, Mexico 
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Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 22 different categories. itis a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important— 
and respected-ratings system in the sport. 

This column is vital reading for all wrestling fans. 


Welcome to the ratings. With the vanquishing of the Al- 
liance at Survivor Series came a major problem for us: What to 
do about the little gap on the left-hand ratings page? We can't 
compile ratings for WCW/ECW, as we had been doing since 
the invasion began, if there is no more WCW/ECW Alliance, 
can we? 

The plan as of press time for this magazine was still for the 
WWF to split in two, possibly as early as January, with the 
wrestlers then competing only against other wrestlers in their 
promotion and on only one of the two WWF TV shows each 
week. Of course, after the WWF purchased WCW in March, 
the tentative plan was to have a new WCW up and running 
within about two months, so plans do tend to change just a bit. 
If and when this split occurs, rest assured that we will make 
appropriate changes to our ratings section. 

For now, however, we have opted to add Ohio Valley 
Wrestling to the main part of our ratings. The Louisville-based 
promotion, which is run by Jim Cornette and Danny Davis 
(not the former WWF referee), serves as a minor league of sorts 
for the WWF, It is where many of the WWF's stars of tomor- 
row have been honing their skills, and where some established 
stars go to work on conditioning, to sharpen their skills, or to 
shed ring rust after being out with injuries, Not every wrestler 
in OVW is tied to the WWF, though. Some are up-and-comers 
sere or veterans whom Comette feels can fill 
~~. valuable roles in his regional promotion. 
} Take a look at the ratings for this 
b) | month. You have four wrestlers, includ- 
‘] ing the heavyweight champion, who are 
4} considered strong WWF prospects 
| (Leviathan, Randy Orton, Prototype, 
“} and Brock Lesnar), three others who 
aa have been around a while and whose 
Revretnan future WWE prospects aren't as good 
(“The Machine” Doug Basham, Flash, and Nick Dinsmore), 
and four men who have had at least a taste of the big time and 
are hoping to earn a ticket back there (Mark Henry, Bull 
Buchanan, Mark Jindrak, and David Flair). So it’s a nice 
mix of talent, and we hope the promotion continues to thrive. 





More tag team woes. We're not sure what to make of the 
tag team scene in the U.S. right now. At least Buh Buh Ray 
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and D-Von Dudley continue to get along swimmingly, because 
given the way things are progressing, they might already have 
Tag Team of the Year honors for 2002 locked up. 

Two of the top four finishers in Tag Team of the Year voting 
for 2001 (Kane and The Undertaker, The Hardy Boyz) split 
up by the beginning of December, and Christian and Edge, one 
of the strongest teams of the last few years, went their separate 
ways a few months prior. We did leave the ee in the rank- 
ings this month, as they were taking the —_ 
occasional match together, but a full- 
blown breakup seemed imminent at 
press time. 

Filling the void left by these teams 
ure, well, some odd duos, Kane has 
found a friend in The Big Show, and 
we gave them the number-three spot 
overall as the top contenders to the Dud- 
leys’ WWF belts, but how long is that 
team likely to last? We'd give it a few months at best. Even 
more unusual is the team of Albert and Scotty Too Hotty, who 
came in at number seven this month, It's nice to see Scotty back 
on TV regularly, as he was one of the WWF's most popular 
stars less than two years ago, but we have our doubts about 
whether the two of them will get over nearly as well as Scotty 
and Grandmaster Sexay did as Too Cool. One look at Albert 
trying to do the worm Is enough to scare anyone! 

Other new teams who didn’t quite make the cut in this issue 
include Christian and Test, as well as Spike Dudley and Ta- 
jiri. It's much too early to tell whether those two teams plan to 
stick together. 

Two teams who figure to get their chances in the WWF 
soon are The Island Boys—Ekmo and Kimo—and Charlie 
and Russ Haas. Those four men have been toiling in the 
WWF's developmental territories for some time and should be 
on TV soon. Perhaps they will be able to inject some new life 
into the tag team ranks. 





Scotty Too Hotty 


That wraps things up for this year! If you have any ques- 
tions or comments regarding our ratings or something you read 
in this column, we want to hear from you! Write to: “Ratings 
Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. x 
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Section compiled by Will Welsh 
EPENDING ON WHO you are, 2007 was either a year to hold 
D close to your heart and cherish or a year to kick to the curb 
and forget. There sure aren't too many wrestlers, wrestling 
Officials, or wrestling fans who will chalk it up as just another par- 
for-the-course 12 months. Not when ECW folded, the WWF pur- 
chased WCW, and both organizations united within the WWF to pro- 
vide Vince McMahon with his most daunting challenge ever. 

The Alliance invasion of the WWF was the story of 2007. 
There's no way around it. One could even safely say that the inva- 
sion was wrestling’s biggest story ever. The demise of WCW, 
though unbelievably historic, came as no shock. All of us had seen 
it coming for months. WCW had been mismanaged for too many 
years and was losing way too much money to be considered any- 
thing but an abject failure at the time of its passing. There's even 
doubt that Eric Bischoff and his partners at Fusient Media Ventures 
could have righted the ship had their attempt to purchase the pro- 
motion been finalized—that's how bad WCW's financial situation 
was at the time the WWF purchased it, and it's one of the reasons 
Fusient backed out of negotiations to buy WCW. Once Fusient offi- 
cials got a good look at WCW's financial books, they suddenly 





goodbye. That's right, the man 


crown David Arquette WCW 
World champion is no longer affil- 
iated with the sport. Earlier this 
year, he announced his retire- 
ment. Despite all the negative 
press he's received in recent 
years, he'll be missed. He was an 
eo | innovator who dared to dream. 
_ - Crash TV wasn't just a concept— 
2001 SAW The Rock evolve from} it was his brainchild and baby. 
TV attraction to full-blown movie} Without Russo, who knows 
star. Hollywood credits his scant} where wrestling would be today. 
appearance as The Scorpion King —— 
in The Mummy Retums as one of 
| the reasons the movie was such a 
huge blockbuster. He's already 
finished filming the prequel to 
Returns, starring in next sum- 
}mer's The Scorpion King. Other 
movie offers are reportedly on the } 
table as well. The Rock, though, 
continues to say that he's not 
leaving the WWF anytime soon. | 








2001 SAW Vince Russo say | 


who helped mold "WWF At- |} 
titude," only to bolt for WCW and | 


became a lot less interested. When it was announced the Turner 
networks would no longer carry wrestling, the deal was dead. 

Of course, had Fusient bought WCW, wrestling fans would not 
have been treated to the Alliance storyline. Watching Shane 
McMahon and Stephanie McMahon-Helmsiley attempt to outdo 
their father at his own game held our attention for the better part 
of the year. So did watching matches between WCW, ECW, and 
WWF superstars. Who would have thought that Booker T, who 
eamed groans for portraying himself too much like The Rock in 
2000, would actually stand across from The Rock in 2001? Who 
would have thought that "Stone-Cold" Steve Austin, who left WCW 
on such awful terms in the mid-1990s, would actually champion 
its cause inside the WWF? Who would have thought that Shane 
and Steph would sell their stock to a consortium led by Ric Flair 
and that Flair would become a co-owner of the WWF? 

It was all SO strange and surreal—and we enjoyed watching 
every minute of it. It was exciting, dramatic, passionate, mysteri- 
ous, and at times even a little scary. It was everything that a 
year's worth of wrestling should be. It was just packaged very, 
very differently, that's all, 





2001 SAW Rob Van Dam go big. 
“Mr. Monday Night" didn't just 
earn that long-time nickname this 
year—he made it undeniably his 
by becoming one of the WWF's 
most over wrestlers while a mem- 
ber of the career-killing Alliance. 
Almost from the instant Van Dam 
appeared in the federation, fans 
were pointing their thumbs to their 
heads and chanting "R-V-D!" Van 
Dam even managed to take the 
WWF's much-maligned hardcore 
title and make it special. Not even 
Mick Foley pulled that trick off. 


| iF i ay 
with one of the sport's most i 


valuable players, The Rock. | IM UG 
Winning the WCW title meant ’ 
a lot to his career, but sustain- | 
ing his momentum after losing | [3am 
that title back to Rock meant | 
even more. 
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|/2001 SAW Chris Jericho break 


out of the mid-card for good 
and establish himself as a true 
top tier player. It took him long 
enough, but as the year was 
winding down, Jericho was at 
the top of the card and feuding 
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Believe it or not, there actually is a very successful and popular group that 
goes by the name X-Factor, Unfortunately for Albert and Justin Credible, 
that X-Factor is a creation of Marvel Comics and not the WWF. Albert and 
Credible’s partnership with X-Pac was supposed to help their careers, but 
all teaming with ‘Pac did was sink them even lower on the card. Life after 
X-Factor hasn't been kind to these two, either. Albert recently began team- 
ing with Scotty Not-So-Hotty anymore, and the only thing Credible has 
seemed capable of doing in recent months is sucking down his share of 
oxygen in Alliance meetings. 






NOT ONLY CAN CHRIS CANDI- 
DO NO-SELL A CHAIR SHOT, HE 
CAN FOLLOW UP WITH A HULK 
|HOGAN-ESQUE PLAY TO THE 
CROWD! 


WELCOME TO THE NIKE 
AWESONE SCHOOL OF 
DANCE, WHERE YOU, TOO, 
CAN LEARN HOW TO 
PICK UP ULTRA-HOT 
GIRLS WITH NAVIES LIKE 
MAJOR GUNNS 

After ditching his “That ‘70s Guy” 
gimmick, Mike Awesome made one of the 
most radical changes of his career. He 
renounced his American citizenship and 
declared allegiance to Lance Storm and 
Team Canada. But after watching him 
dance around the ring with Gunns, anoth- 
er Team Canada member, it became 
awfully hard to hold anything against the 
guy. “O' Canada” is right. | 
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“100K, VINCE, ECW WAS ON PAY-PER-VIEW, TOO! I 
HAVE PROOF! PM STILL WEARING NY ANARCHY RULZ 
ALL-ACCESS PASS! SEE IT?! SEE I?!” 

When Paul Heyman replaced Jerry “The King” Lawler as Raw’s color commentator, 
something stunk. Actually, a lot of things stunk, but we're not going to get into Heyman’s 
lack of personal hygiene here. It just didn’t seem right that a man who devoted his life to the 
destruction of the WWF (and WCW, too) would actually march out on Raw and happily take a 


seat at the announcers’ table. Of course, after Shane McMahon's purchase of WCW, Heyman's true role inside the federation came to light. 
Much like Tod Gordon had done to him years earlier, Heyman was a mole. If not for his help in uniting the former members of ECW under 
stephanie McMahon-Helmsley, the invasion would've been over before it had ever gotten underway, 


wey! are 





SO THAT’S WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 
THE NEXT PAIR OF EDUCATED FEET 
SIGNS WITH THE FEDERATION 

X-Pac used to be the WWF's number-one underdog. Remember 
his early-1990s feud with Razor Ramon (Scott Hall)? Ramon was the 
better wrestler by a large margin, but X-Pac (as The 1-2-3 Kid) 
scored major points with the fans and used their support to motivate 
him in his matches with Ramon. Over the past couple of years, how- 
ever, X-Pac has changed from the WWF's number-one underdog to 
the flat-out number-one dog. Fans haven’t been ale to stomach his 
act for years. Rob Van Dam, who possesses many of the same attrib- 
utes that X-Pac did when he debuted in the WWF, has seemingly 
taken his smallish-man-with-quick-feet slot. We figure he has at 
least a couple of years before the fans tum against him. 









Look carefully at this one. Since all the captions that we 
Came up with were way too rude for publication, please fee! 
free to make up your own dirty little limerick and e-mail it in 
care of Dan Murphy at prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com. 
We expect he'll hoard them for his own personal gain. 
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ONE OF THESE PEOPLE IS DOING 
HS OWN THING, ONE OF THESE 

Let's take a gander at just what's going on here. 
Paul Heyman and Jim Ross are staring at Kurt Angle. 
Angle is staring at The Big Show, who is staring right 
| back at him. Poor Christian, the only one not staring 
at anyone, is getting manhandled. The lesson 
learned? Stare, baby. Just stare. 




















NO, THIS IS NOT A PHOTO 
OF CHRIS BENOIT POLISH- 
ING KURT ANGLE’S 
MEDALS ON HIS WASH- 
BOARD STOMACH 

During their extended feud early in 2001, 
Benoit captured Angle's medals and held 
them hostage. Of course, while they were 
| being held under house arrest, Benoit just had 
to make sure Angle's shiny medals stayed 
warm. Wonder if “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin 
remembered this scene before stealing those 
same medals later in the year. Probably not. 
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AS JIVi ROSS LOOKS ON IN ABSOLUTE 
DISGUST AT THE ABSURDITY IN THE 
RING, JERRY “THE KING” LAWLER 
ENJOYS A CLASSIC CATCH-AS-CATCH- 
CAN MATCH BETWEEN CHRIS BENOIT 
AND DEAN WIALENKO 


Now, if you believe that one ... 
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Randy Orton is the son of “Cowboy” Bob Orton Jr. (pictured) 
and the grandson of the legendary “Big 0” Bob Orton Sr. His 
strong bloodline has served him well so far, as he’s currently 
under a WWF developmental contract and wrestling for Jim 
Comette's Ohio Valley Wrestling. The year 2001 saw him capture 
two OVW hardcore titles and take home PW/'s Rookie of the Year 
Award, but he also took his share of beatings. We're not sure 
what exactly happened right before this photo was shot, but even 
money says it had something to do with The Disciples of Synn. 
We've never seen Randy look so gosh-darn loony. 


sek ae SSS 
WHICH WAY DID ECW GO, GEORGE, 
WHICH WAY DID IT GO?! 
















| After beating The Sandman to win the ECW World | 
heavyweignt title at Guilty as Charged in January, Rhyno 
found himself without a promotion of which he could be | 
world champion. Weeks later, he signed with the WWF 
and debuted as Edge and Christian's brutish but stupid | 
buddy. The character quickly developed a following. 
When former ECW owner Paul Heyman joined the WWF's 
| creative team and took over as Raw’s color commenta- 
tor, Rhyno found himself with a push—but no world title. 





NOW THERE'S A COMPRONGSING POSTION 
Torrie Wilson and Stacy Keibler did their damedest to actually wrestle at 
this October's No Mercy pay-per-view. Despite the fact that they were tus- 
sling in their lingerie, Wilson and Keibler did remarkably well. A series of roll- 
through pinfall attempts shocked just about everyone watching the match, 
| as did the unveiling of Torrie's Tajiri-taught handspring back elbow. 
#) Shockingly enough, their lingerie remained on! Of course, just as earlier, if 
you'd like to have Dan Murphy read one of your creative captions for this 
photo, don’t hesitate to e-mail him at prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com. 
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“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin doesn’t have the beer-drinking market cor- 
nered anymore. In 2001, more than a few WWF superstars enjoy a little bar- 
ley and hops. While Tnple-H and Rock put some down mid-ring, other WWF 
superstars, such as The Acolytes, did their beer-swilling behind closed 
doors. Of course, looking at Triple-H, we can understand why the majority of 
WWF superstars like to keep their after-hours partying out of the public eye. 
The guy just can’t hold his liquor. 


“] Alvi NOT A CROOK!” 
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Booker might be preparing to launch into the spinnerooni here, 
but it's hard not to notice his resemblance to former President 
Richard Milhous Nixon in this photo. Perhaps striking this famous 
pose is Booker’s secret way of apologizing to the public before mak- 
ing us watch that ridiculous maneuver one more time. We doubt it, 
# but it's possible. 


HOW TO GET MARRIED 
| ON THE CHEAP: SUP OFF 
YOUR PREGNANT GiIRL- 
| FRIEND’S NAVEL RING IN 
fe tHE MIDDLE OF THE 
| NIGHT AND PROPOSE TO 
HER AT THE LOCAL ALI- 
YOU-CAN-EAT MEXICAN 
= BUFFET, WHERE TACO 
SHELLS COME FREE OF 
CHARGE! 
lf you were one of those rowdy little 
miscreants who attended this year’s annu- 
al Warped Tour, not only did you walk 
away with bleeding eardrums and green 
and pink hair, you also got to experience 
one of the most unusual wrestling enn this side of, well, pretty much everywhere. 
Incredibly Strange Wrestling, which hands out taco shells before its matches begin so 
fans can wing them at the wrestlers, was one of the tour's highlights. Even non-wrestling 
fans couldn't help but get hooked on the freakish melodrama provided by performers like 
Devious Doc (pictured proposing to El Mama), Oi Boy, and E! Pollo Diablo. 
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DESPERATE TO GET JUSTIN CREDIBLE AND RAVEN 
LIVIBER ENOUGH TO TOUR WITH THE FAMED BOL- 
SHO! BALLET, PERRY SATURN AND DEAN WIALENKO 
NUTCRACKER SUITE PLAYS IN THE BACKGROUND 


Or maybe not. These four men actually squared off at the Brian Pillman Memorial 
Show, and though Malenko didn't officially retire after that match, he hasn't wrestled 
since. Lately he’s been spending time training the WWF's developmental roster. 











. 7 \ | f 
“| rat | ripe “rniVvit es 1 <“cP wereld. ] alc Fs a om AL ted Pie | 
‘ 7 * : = boil J | | . | in | 
: | : a ® | f osee apis Lilt yl. baPEIEE, Cayuse _ i way oe | E gud ul : rua | 
- : ee . >. = ¥ mh rin ., = recriiieiry < rar TT Lik T Lr ! 
h hy lebetaatietaesin FUNnrUvoteo | or DAWN NMIARIE RENINDS US ur it JOKE | 
AMY AUN RECICEe : rm 1 AROUT THE IRI WITH WI mn ARMS AND NO | 
he heh A - ' |_i 1 ~ | . } =. i | i ‘J | payed i af a )|s ani ji) ® i he | | a ia ‘La pa Til | aD MiG fae 
Tey LA gl eer eet x foal =< a. 
IMPOSE HIMSELE ON. 1 TES WHO'S STRANDED ON THE BEACH | 
/- } = \ “ie | = Hi ] 1 | ia | a aD i ph — | = 
chee mh hl , i) § i | J [ é ~ = Ld us aN by) : hal au wf “7 i Je} Ly wie a a al Bede, Ce 
= | md 4 | } ] si f 1 ii | | | 
oF UnnUUN N- ) 
nROoNK cis AW i ‘i i hiv | 
1) ! 1 = . 1 : 
ht adutsariy boaytad ‘mua Wn t | 
Nad i AN i | 
| 
| 


—— 


: hig Fe Cs 


a - 
e 


oe 


a 





FS ae Se Ee See eee le 


But Dawn Marie isn't stranded on a beach. No, sir. Following the fall of | 
ECW, she was stranded in the independents, where she still appears along- | 
side Simon Diamond. However, a WWF contract does not seem out of her 
reach. She's still one of the hottest women in the industry, and she’s no | 
longer a simple valet. Ever since ECW folded, Dawn's been wrestling on the | 
| indy circuit, and she's become quite the grappler. The WWF would be foolish 
_ | to not give her a shot. 
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“There's no reason to try to get the 
square peg in the round hole. Our inter- 
est in Rob Van Dam as a talent is mild 
We have a casual interest.” 

—Jim Ross, discussing RVD's 
potential for WWF employment, Slam! 
Wrestling 











"RVD is the king of hardcore. 
Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley is the 
queen of hardcore. Unfortunately, 
movies don't count.” 

Chris Jericho, insulting “The 
Billion-Dollar Princess” yet again, 
Smackdown 


“T would be lying if 1 said that I was 
happy with the situation. When you buy 
a house and a car and have a family, you 
need to pay the bills ... If management is 
upset because I am upset, then that is too 
bad. I will never bury ECW or its man- 
agement because, even if they never paid 
me again, they are still the promotion 
that made me what I am today.” 

—Steve Corino, explaining the 
impact of ECW’s financial plight on his 
life, stevecorino,com 


“In the last three months, I've bro- 
ken my nose, had a contusion on my 
sacroiliac joint, broken my ribs. Oh, and 
! cut my head when I gave Steve Corino 
that huracanrana and hit my head on the 
ringpost ... | brake my pelvis in two 
places, Blew out my knee and chipped 
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my tooth. I guess I'm blessed because it 


hasn't been too bad.” 

—Francine, detailing her glamorous 
ECW career, “Press Conference,” PW, 
July 2001 


"Become one yourself!” 

—Vince McMahon, offering three 
words of practical advice to anyone 
wondering how to beat a billionaire, 
March 26 Raw-Nitro simulcast 


“T always said the only thing missing 
from WCW is Vinee MeMahon. Guess 
what? It seems they've got him," 

—Bret Hart, referring to the WWF's 
purchase of WCW, the Calgary Sun 


“Is that a Hurri-Davidson?” 
—Paul Heyman, eyeing Hurricane 


Helms’ motorcycle, Smackdown 


'Y was bitched at for wrestling too 





il 


well! I wasn't allowed to go out there 
and do what I can do,” 

—Jerry Lynn, wwf.com, recalling 
his stint in WCW as the masked Mr. J.L. 





“Citizen Kane, I think you're making 
a mistake with your life. You have a 
great costume, you 're seven feet tall, and 
you don't fight crime? Whatsupwiddat?” 

—Hurricane Helms, questioning 
Kane’s priorities, Smackdown 


"I know [Vince McMahon is] not 
going to take me and be stuck with these 
giant contracts, so it looks like I'll be sit- 
ting at home getting paid for the next I1 
months, which is fine with me ... Let me 
get this right, 1 get paid two million 
bucks if 1 work the next 10 months, or | 
could sit at home and make the same 
amount of money.” 

—Kevin Nash, demonstrating his 
tremendous business shrewdness, 
wrestleline.com 


“Wow, I didn't know you lost the 
WCW title five times.” 

—Rob Van Dam, after Booker T 
reminded RVD he was a five-time for- 
mer WCW champ, Raw 


“I found [the XFL's] games as 
exciting as any NFL game I ever 
watched." 

—Jesse Ventura, proving he must 
have been watching, abenews.com 





“Nobody's watching. If nobody's 
watching, why should 1?” 

—Jesse Ventura, explaining why he 
didn't want to watch the XFL despite 
being an announcer for the league, 
Duluth News Tribune 

















"IT don't feel I made any [mistakes] 
and I am not blaming anyone else. If I 
had to do it all over again, I would make 
the exact same decisions," 

—Vince Russo, confirming his stub- 
bornness, vincerusso.org 


“All I was doing was defending my 
client and expressing my opinion, which 
is my First Amendment right, about a 
multimillion-dollar corporation. And 
now that multimillion-dollar corporation 
is coming after me to try to take my kids’ 
college funds.” 

—Tmial lawyer Jim Lewis, in regard 
to the WWF's defamation suit following 
the Lionel Tate “wrestling death” case, 
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel 


"This is the most exciting thing I 
have seen in sports entertainment in 10 
years,” 

—Enc Bischoff, proving he hasn't 
seen much, Matrats press release 


“Now, the situation that I'm in is no 


one's fault but my own. It was not a 
setup; there was no conspiracy to get me 
Jired by the WWF in order to get back at 
Jerry Lawler jor quitting. The reason I 
was terminated, | take full responsibility 
for,” 

—Brian Christopher, assuming total 
blame for his drug possession arrest and 
WWF dismissal, kinglawler.com 
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“It's perfect, because wrestling is 
harder than acting. In wrestling, you 
have 20,000 fans to fool. You have to 
convince everybody, all the way to the 
back row, that you're really hitting your 
opponent. In wrestling, you can't make 
mistakes, You get one chance and that's 
all. There are no second takes.” 

—Tony Norris, formerly known as 
Ahmed Johnson and Big T, Houston 
Chronicle 


“He was Hannibal Lecter weird, just 
without the murders," 

—kKonnan, describing The Ultimate 
Warrior, Pro Wrestling Torch 


“l haven't slept well for weeks. I've 
had chest pains. I'm puking up blood. 
I've lost 25 pounds in three weeks, 





There's just so much about all of this 
that | don't understand. It's killing me. 
I've discovered I’m not any good at this. 
In fact, as far as running a wrestling 
company, I pretty much suck.” 

—John Collins, telling the bold truth 
about the Main Event Championship 
Wrestling flop, ]wrestling.com 


“The heat, however, was a big prob- 
lem. It was 120 degrees and I suffered 


Jrom heat stroke and was very ill. It was 


the best and also one of the worst experi- 
ences in my life. Between heat stroke and 


Jood poisoning, I was an unhappy man.” 


—The Rock, describing the rigors of 
filming The Scorpion King in the 
Moroccan desert, msn.com 


“There's not a battle of egos and 
there's no thought of breaking up the 
team. Matt absolutely loves being able to 
team with his brother, and Jeff feels the 
same way. All this talk of the Hardys 
being ... what is it, the next Rockers, is 
ridiculous, ” 

—Lita, dismissing Hardy Boyz 
breakup rumors, “Q & A,” The Wrestler, 
November 2001 





“Now get out and take that disgust- 
ing trollop with you!” 

—William Regal, incensed by Lance 
Storm’s accusation that he was sexually 
harassing a scantily clad Ivory, Raw 
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a) 
MAKING HIS JOB LOOK WAY TOO EASY 





X-Pac seems unable to get any love from this year’s “Year 
In Review" section. That's not all that shocking, though—'Pac 
can't even get a little kid to give him an appropriate “Hello” or 
handshake. Instead of shaking ‘Pac’s hand right away, this kid 
appears to be readying his hand for some sort of sloppy, 
mucus-covered shake. Is it us, or is he making sure that his 


With his bald head and bleach-blond goatee, Perry Saturn looked 
like a modem-day version of Superstar Graham. Watching Saturn give 
Terri some lovin’ in the midst of a match against a preliminary 
wrestler like Mike Bell completed the charade, since the whole scene 
recalled the days of the squash match. Remember those? No? Then 
just watch Tazz’ next match very closely. Tazz’ matches are as close 


hand is properly greased with saliva before greeting X-Pac? to Squash Match 101 as you'll find these days. 


Kevin Kelly isn't a pushover. If you ask him, the only reason The Rock talks smack 
to him is because he allows it. In fact, Kelly says he appreciates being the butt ofagood | 
| Rock joke. That way, when he makes an appearance at an independent wrestling | 
show, as he did several times in 2001 with the Delaware-based ECWA, his ax to grind 
is even bigger and sharper than normal, which makes his ruthlessness even more 
prevalent. Not only did Kelly try to take over the ECWA (with help from an ever-changing 
stable of wrestlers, including Billy Fives and Rick Fuller), he actually tried to destroy the | 
promotion by winning Its heavyweight title (which he did), ECWA promoter Jim Kettner | 
foiled that plan, though, and sent Kelly running back to Connecticut with his dream of | 

becoming the next Vince McMahon all but shattered, 


FUN OF ME IF | DRESS UP AS Hiv?’ 








Kevin Nash has a way with 
women—at least that’s what he’s 
always saying. Finally, there's proof. 
Not every man can steal Midajah, 
“Big Poppa Pump” Scott Steiner's 
= head hooch, and get away with it, Of 
course, it's arguable whether or not 
“Big Sexy” actually did get away 
Saaee =With it. Shortly after this photo was 
"> taken, Steiner beat Nash in a re- 
> tirement match at SuperBraw! 

# Revenge, and Nash hasn't been 


|) seen in a wrestling ring since. 





a 


. 8 
a 6 a Wer 








= Va Li fies E ak 
| ry ry itp Wy 'p ir, rh Ty r HA p } ion 
| 1 WJ nll Poe ne oe a. Los mE a is r = 2 


Tired] s Ts i im |g? > rt Li 1 DAon v uz “de 
ils, hs \ wwin de Gea 


SN ag " Wy Hi i's i7 f Vi INN lV aa | | B.. ] 


| SHE CHORING ou TT CANDIE? | 

Well, for one, that raven-haired woman isn't | 
Liza Minnelli. Heck, that raven-haired woman | 
isn’t even a raven-haired woman, It's MCW's 
Platinum Nat. As for why he was choking out | 
Candie, perhaps he was envious. Candie was | 
wearing a pretty sweet-looking dress that night | 
and Nat probably thought it would look better on if 
| him. Jealous little tramp. i 



















Irs All ABOUT THE BENJAMINS, BABY 

How do you know your lot in life? In the wrestling world, there are a number of ways to figure 
out where you stand relative to your peers. Do you or do you not 
have a title belt? Do you or do you not have a lovely lady j 
accompanying you to the ring? Do you or do you not have your 
own T-shirt? The answers to all these questions help WWF & = Bi) Weeichan 7 
superstars know exactly where they are on the pecking order. @pGgMernrecccmuterec# | 
There's another equally important measuring stick, too: What ir Oe (ie 
kind of plunder do you bring with you to the ring? For example, 
Perry Satur carried a stinkin’ mop to the ring in 2001, which 
meant he was pretty close to the bottom of the mid-card. For a 
long time, Raven brought with him a shopping cart full of crap (that included such miscellaneous items 
as a Frankenstein doll and a Ouija board) so that he’d have weapons aplenty during his hardcore 
matches. WWF owner Vince McMahon? He sometimes brought down his oh-so-special electric wheel- 
Chair, even et eee it, which | is Se en Te Sey Te ss 
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qi MRD | . “OR Ti HE GANDE! ' i 
~ Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley prides herself on being Triple-H’s wife, She loves the attention | 
that she receives because of the man on her arm, and she can't imagine her life without Helmsley | 
at her side. Being Triple-H’s wife, though, has its drawbacks. As part of his job, Triple-H accepts | 
that he’s going to be laid out on a regular basis. Maybe Stephanie should accept that, too, but she | 
| doesn't, which is why you'll find Triple-H trying to revive Stephanie almost as often as you'll find 
: = dibs to revive Triple: H. For some reason, mn wn can't = out of harm's way. 
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2 is the number of matches 
| Edge had to wrestle (on the night 
of the pay-per-view) to win this 
years King of the Ring, Now that 
opening-round matches occur on 
television, KOTR isn't the test of 
endurance it used to be. Ironically, 
- Kurt Angle—Edge's opponent in 
| the final—wrestled three matches 
that night, two KOTR matches and 
a Streetfight against Shane 
McMahon. 


33 is the number of years stip- 
ulated on the WWFE contract 
signed by Ric Flair in November. It 
was revealed that Shane McMahon and Stephanie McMahon- 
Nev had sold Flair their WWFE stock in July. That made Flair 
and Vince McMahon co-owners of 
the WWF, 





4 is the number of months 
B. Brian Blair would miss as a 
result of slipping on a misplaced 
food tray in a Tampa restaurant. 
He suffered a torn tendon in his 
rotator cuff and an injured neck. 
Meanwhile, his NWA Florida tag 
team championship partner, 
Cyborg, was sidelined six to 
eight weeks with a herniated 
| stomach, 





: 4:26 is the number of 
minutes and seconds The Rock, starring as The Scorpion King, 
is featured in The Mummy Returns. He will get much more time 
in his next film project, The Scorpion King, based on the same 
character, 


& is the number of consecutive WrestleMania victories (with zero 
losses) The Undertaker amassed as of WrestleMania X-Seven. He 
defeated Triple-H at this year’s event. 


10.3 is the impressive Nielsen rating the XFL scored for its first 
Saturday prime time broadcast on NBC, The number plummeted 
each passing week until it dropped to 3.0. 


10.31 was the price of WWFE stock when the New York 
Stock Exchange reopened following the September 11 terrorist 
attacks. As with most other companies, WWFE's stock rallied by the 
end of September—to 13.20 on September 28. 
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17 is the number of percentage points downward for WWF tele- 
vision revenue this fiscal year. Still, the WWF eamed a total of $456- 
million during the same period. 


23 is the number of days Scott Norton reigned as IWGP cham- 
pion. The ex-arm-wrestling champ defeated Kensuke Sasaki for his 
second IWGP title on March 17 at | 
the Nagoya Prefectural Gym in | 9 
Japan. Norton’s first reign oc- | 
curred in 1998-99. A 


25 is the percentage of Su- |) 
preme's body that was burned | 
when he intentionally crashed | | Fa 
through a table drenched in lighter | =" 7 
fluid and set ablaze by valet} 
Veronica Caine. XPW Vice Pres- 
ident of Operations Kevin Kleinrock | 
said his company would pay all of | 
supreme’s medical expenses. | 





29 is the number of men 
Steve Austin survived at the Royal Rumble. After eliminating Kane, 
Austin qualified for a WWF World title shot at WrestleMania X-Seven. 
It was Austin's third Royal Rumble victory in four years. 


£4 is the total number of times WWF championships changed 
hands as of December 2. The breakdown Is as follows: 37 hardcore 
title changes, 17 WWF tag title, 12 Intercontinental, six European, six 
light heavyweight, four World heavyweight, and two women’s. 


245 is the number of pounds that comprised the body of 
Triple-H as he streamlined his physique for a WWF comeback. 
Triple-H had been sidelined because of a quadriceps muscle that 
tore during he and Steve Austin's WWF World tag team title defense 
against Chris Benoit and Chris Jericho on May 22. Benoit and 
Jericho won the belts. 


500 js the “PW/ 500" ranking for HWA star Pepper Parks, He 
Claims to be “the world's greatest heterosexual male cheerleader. ” 


20,000,000 was the number of dollars WWFE was origi- 
nally reported to have paid AOL Time Warner for WCW. The purchase 
included WCW trademarks, its tape library, and the contracts of 24 
wrestlers. It was later revealed that the actual price was closer to 
$2,.5-million. 


35,000,000 js the approximate number of dollars lost by 
WWFE and NBC, respectively, because of the failed XFL venture. The 
two companies were equal partners in the XFL and took equal share 
in the blame, 


STEPH SIVIELLED WHAT THE ROCK WAS COOKING (BUT 
ONLY BECAUSE RIKISHI ATE A PLATE OR TWO OF IT THE 
NIGHT BEFORE!) 
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DOP: DON’T DROP PAGE Ne 
| As expected, “Diamond” Dallas Page's WWF career started off with a bang. jam 

Then it went careening downhill from there. When Page revealed himself as the | 

stalker of The Undertaker’s wife, Sara, Page seemed to have found a niche in @ 

the Fed. Two months later, after failing miserably in that feud, Page couldn't | 

even keep Chris Kanyon, one of his best friends, awake at the Brian Pillman 

Memorial Show and had trouble looking interested in what was going on inthe =m 

ring himself. After this fall’s scary motivational speaker gimmick, let's nope the Fed gives him a third chance. 


—* 


THE BULLIES ARE ACTUALLY THE FRIGHTENED 
ONES? WHO INVENTED THAT WIALARKY? 
For two nights in a row in June, “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin proved that he’s 
an equal-opportunity ass-kicker, no matter .. _ 
if you're a top tier player or a mid-carder. 
spike Dudley and Molly Holly felt the brunt 
of Austin's attack at Raw, and then the fol- 
lowing night at Smackdown, Austin beat § 
the hell out of announcer Michael Cole. te 
Throughout it all, Austin didn't look scared —& 
for even a second—not one second. Either jj 
he's the toughest bully we've ever met or 
that line your parents and teachers fed you & 
was a bunch of garbage. 
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WHAT DO YOU MEAN THIS 
WASN'T DUSTY? 

Jeff Jarrett vs. Dusty Rhodes. For so many 
reasons, the feud seemed like a natural. We also 
thought it wasn't going to happen and that we'd 
be left with the poor man’s version: Jarrett vs. | 
Dustin Rhodes, Dusty’s son. As 2001 started, 
Dusty was estranged from WCW and didn't look 
like he was going to retum to the fold anytime 
soon. Even so, Jarrett kept pressing for him. He 
was relentless. When he brought out Ric Flair as 
a mock Dusty, complete with Dusty’s unmistak- 
able shake, rattle, and roll gyrations, it looked 
like he was going too far. In retrospect, he pro- 
bably did. But going too far got Dusty back in the 
™ ring, and watching Dusty whoop up on Jarrett 
=") and Flair was as classic as classic gets, Sur- 
prisingly, that segment also spiked Nitro’s rat- 
me ings, proving that there is room for old-school 
= rassiin’ in this age of sports entertainment. 



























Low-Ki is an intense competitor, but that doesn't 
mean that he never relaxes. Here he seems to be 
meditating in preparation for an upcoming match. 
Fans of Comedy Central's Daily Show will recognize & 
that we're offering up The Machine's striking pose as a Figs 
moment of Zen for a completely different reason alto- 
gether: It's just so odd. 
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AFTER LOOKING AT 
THESE PHOTOS, ALL 
WE COULD THINK 
ABOUT FOR THE REST 
OF THE DAY WAS A 
TRAINIPOLINE 

Terri's an excitable gal, and 
when she gets excited, she 
bounces ... a lot! And as Dallas 
Page would say, that’s not a bad 
thing—it’s a good thing! (How in 
the world could Perry Saturn leave 
her for Moppy?!) 








AFTER WATCHING THE UN- 
DERTAKER NEARLY BOTCH 
THIS MOVE WITH THE ROCK 
AND TEST, AMONG NUIMER- 
QUS OTHER OPPONENTS, 
WE CAN UNDERSTAND 


WHY KURT ANGLE LOOKS | 


50 DARN SCARED HERE 


AT LEAST WE KNOW 
KANE STILL HAS HIS 
MAGICAL POWERS 
The Undertaker might have given up 
the dark arts, but Kane's still a practition- 
er. Even though he's been raising his 
arms to the heavens and setting off his 
| own pyrotechnics for nearly half a 

decade, we're still surprised every time } 
; he makes those little explosions. Of} 
| course, we're even more surprised when 
they don't go off as planned. When that 

happens, Kane just bums up. Oops, did 

we say "Kane" and “burns up” in the 

same sentence? Sorry about that. 





ON THE OTHER HAND ... 

Despite being slingshotted into the ring- 
post a few gazillion times by "Stone-Cold" 
steve Austin and walking away from every 
one, The Rock cringes before receiving a 
similar blow. Sissy. 
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until ue Paul Heinen had been f red, but had he ne the club before firing Reman 
| from the announce position, we know that Paul E. would've done the same thing—and | 
Mos § disturbing. Quite disturbing, 
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DON'T PAY A ZO00 AD- 
NESSION FEE AND THEN 
EXTRA MONEY ON TOP 
OF THAT JUST T0 
PLEASE YOUR KID WITH 
AN ELEPHANT RIDE. 
JUST CALL THE BIG 
SHOW. HE LIKES GIVING 
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SUPER SLEUTH | 
Ever notice how Y2u likes 
to stop in the middle of 
| matches with The Rock to 
| smell the roses? Or how he 
| awkwardly bends under the | 
ropes to get a better gander | 
/ at what's going on around 
| him? He's doing this all the | 
= time (certainly much more | 
often than you realize), | 
| which is why we think he's a | 
spy. Why are you laughing? | 
| Do you have a better expla- 
nation? 
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rF AGAIN, 17S PROVEN THAT 
| RANG! ER THAN ACTION 

Kurt Angle and Vince McMahon were just as surprised as the rest of us when Ric Flair walked 
out on Raw and revealed that he had finagled his way into becoming a co-owner of the WWF. 
We were even more surprised at Flair's actions with "Stone-Cold" Steve Austin. When did the 


"Nature Boy" become a jet-flyin', limousine-ridin', kiss-stealin', wheelin'-dealin’, beer-swillin’ 


son of a gun? - 
IN MEMORIAM 
Chris Adams 
Bill Berger 
Rick Bolton 
Reisor Bowden 
Bad Business Brown 
Dennis Coraluzzo 
Johnny Dugan 
Fantomas 
Gorilita Flores 
Ace Freeman 
Terry Gordy 
Helen Hart 
Kung Fu 
Benny McGuire 
Tex McKenzie 
Leo Newman 
Alex Perez 
Rito Romero 
Rhonda Singh 
Ozzie Timmins 
Johnny Valentine 
Rolando Veru 
Dave Vicious 
Villano | 
DF DAN MURPHY, WITH YOUR | ITM Cites 
| oo / Jack Wilson 
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Aug, 1992: In Search Of An American Hero. Color 
centeroki—Dustin Rhodes vs. Amn Anderson. Plus: 
Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Sting. 

Sept. 1992: Paps Shango Possesses ... The Warrior! 
Color centerfold—Sabu vs. Mr. Onita. Plus: Sting-Nikita 
Kolofl, Jim Comette, SMW, 

Oct. 1992: Summoeralam: Everything You Need To 
Know About This Mega-Event. 

Color centeriokd—Undertaker vs. Berzerker. Plus: Mike 
Davis, Windham-Austin. 

Nov. 1992: Trading Places: The Steiners For Gordy & 
Willlams—Bad Deal. Color centerfold Jerry Lawler 4 
Jef Jarrett vs. Tha Moondogs. Pius: Virgil, ECW, Bob 
Backlund. 


Dec. 1992: Hulk Hogan Left Wrestling For This? Color 
Centeroki—The Ultimate Warrior vs. Papa Shango. 
Plus: NWA balt, Brian Piliman, Rock 'n’ Roll Express, 
Jan. 1993: The Uliimate Destiny Of The Uliimate 
Maniacs: Self-Destruction. Color Centerloid—Grag 
Valentine vs. Rick Steiner. Plus: Scott Steiner-Hawk, 
Kowalski-Tolos, 

Feb. 1993: Can The WWF Withstand The Real Bam 
Bam Bigelow? Color Centerioki—Repo Man vs. Crush 


Pius: Rock ‘n’ Roll Express, Nasty Boys, Funk-Gibert. 
April 1993: Overwhelmed By Savage Intensity: The 
“Macho Man” Needs A Break. Color Contoriold— 
Jushin Liger vs. Rick Steamboat. Plus: Steamboat 4 
Douglas, Dustin Rhodes, Sullivan-Lee, super heavy- 
weights. 

Nov, 1993: The King ls Dead! Long Live The (Burger) 
King! Color Centerfold—Sid Vicious vs. Sting. Plus: Nasty 
Boys, 1-2-3 Kid, Ted DiBlase, Brian Lee, Nasty Boys, 
Winter 1993: Power Bomb Explosion At Starrcado! 
Finally, Vader vs. Vicious. 

WWF World title history. Plus: Rock ‘n' Roll Express, 
Curt Hennig, Rick Steamboat, Hansen-DiBiase-Deaton 
Summer 1994: Hulk Hogan As WCW Champion: How 
tt Would Change The Sport Forever. Magazine Within 
A Magazine: WrestleMania X. Plus: Capt. Lou Albano, 
Tammy-Kimberly, Roddy Piper, Heanan & Rude. 
Spring 1994: Who's Better? Does Owen Have More 
Hari Bret. Magazine Within A Magazine: Decade of 
Hulkamania. Pius: Brian Piliman, Lex Luger 4 Tatanka, 
and USWA, Flair-Riace. 

Fall 1994: ls Wrestling Becoming Too Hardcore For 
Sting? Magazine Within A Magazine: PPV Directory 
Pius: Funk-Ahodes, Lox Luger, Randy Savage, Inoki- 
Muta. 

Winter 1994; How Curt Hennig Will Make WCW 
“Perfect” For Ric Flair. Magazine Within A Magazine: 
Wrestling's Bad Guys. Plus: Hogan-Vader, Cunt Honnig & 
Ric Flair, Yokozuna, Mr, Hughes. 

Spring 1995; Color Him Bitter: Randy Savage—Why 
Another Feud With Hulk Hogan Is Inevitable, 
Magazine Within A Magazine: Guide To indapendant 
Wrestling. Plus: Brutus Beefcake, Stu & Helen Hart, 


Summer 1995: Hogan-Vader: Who Will Survive The 
Megawar? Magazine Within A Magazine! Megastars 
Fact And Trivia Book. Plus: Harlem Hoal, WWF title vs. 
tile matches, Sting, Eddie Gilbert. 

Fal) 1995: Diesel vs. Yokozuna: A Hall-Ton Of Holy 
Hell! The Match The Promoters Aro Afraid To Make! 
Magazine Within A Magazine: The Maim Event. Plus: Ric 
Flair, Alax Wright, Jerry Lawler, Sabu, 

Winter 1995: Luger's Message To WCW: Leave Me 
Alone—All | Want Is The Belt! 

Magazine Within A Magazine: Tumbuckle Turkey 
Awards. Pius: Paul Orndorf, Shawn Michaels, Brot Hart, 
Johnny Bradford. 

Spring 1996: Wrestling Shocker! A Joint WCW-WWE 
Supercard—Almost A Done Deal! Magazine Within A 
Magazine: Guide To Independant Wrestling, Plus: New 
Japan- WCW, Owen Han, Dudieys, 

Summer 1996; Wrestlemania Xi: Finally—The 
Wrestlers Are The Stars. Magazine Within A Magazine: 
Wrestling's Sexiest Superstars. Plus: Dallas Page, WCW 
crulserweight title, Godwinns. 

Fall 1996: WCW Responds To Invaders: "This Means 
War!” Magazine Within A Magazine: The Wrestling 
Champonshp Trivia Challenge. Pius: Rod Price 4 Steve 
Austin, Shawn Michaels, Eliminators-Gangstas, Giant- 
Sting. 

Spring 1997: Hulk Hogan; “The NWO Is Taking Over 
The WWF Next!” Magazine Within A Magazine: Then 20 
Groatest WrestieMania Matches Ever, Pius; Malenko- 
Misterio, Shawn Michaels, New Razor & Diesel, Terry 
Funk. 

Summer 1997: NWO, NOD, BWO: 2181 Century 
Promotions? Magazine Within A Magazine: Bad To 
Good .., Good To Bad ... And Back Again! Plus: Bret 
Hart, Jacquelyn. 

Fall 1997: Stnp Hogan Of His Title? It's Up To You! 
Magazine Within A Magazine; Guide To Independent 
Wrestling. Pius: Psicosis. Mankind, Van Dam & Lawler, 
T. Rantuta. 

Winter 1897: Who Would Win Wreatling'’s Tough Man 
Contest? Magazine Within A Magazine: icons’ 
Timelines. Plus: Cunt Hennig, WCW up-and-comers., 
Brian Christopher, Chad Hart 

April 1998: DDP: “There Are Too Many Cowards In 
WCW!" Wrestling Bad Guys: The Foal Year-End 
Awards, Pius: Jacqualyn-Disco, Ken Shamrock, Vader, 
June 1998: Mero, Mero Off The Wall ... You're Not 
Fair To Sable At All. Wrestling Bad Guys: 10 Good 
Guys With A Bad Future. Plus: Lox Luger, Eddy 
Guerrero, Cactus-Austin, Justin Credible. 

Aug. 1998: Hey, Goldberg, Slow Down! These Two- 
Minute Matches Are Killing You! Wrestling Bad Guys: 
Bad-O-Charts: How Our Favorites Rank In Six 
Categones. Plus: Bret Hart, Sabu & Van Dam, Austin- 
McMahon, Jim Cernatte. 

Oct. 1998: Lies ... Decell .,. Intrigue: How WCW 
Created The NWO Rift. Wrestling Bad Guys: Owen Hart 
& The Giant. Plus: Chns Benoit, Cornette-Sunny, Rocky- 
Faaroog, Cheetah Master, Goldberp-Austin 





Since its debut in 1992, the Wrestle America concept has proven to be wildly 
popular with the wrestling public. No other magazine offers such well-rounded 
coverage of the U.S. wrestling scene. Supplies of back issues are limited, and at 
| only $5 apiece (postage included), they are moving fast. Order today! 


Dec, 1996; The Rock Lays The Smack Down On 
The Fans! “Hatred Runs Cold in My Veins.” 
Wrestling Bad Guys: Rulebreaking: The State Of The 
Game. Plus: X-Pac, Jericho-Malenko, Nicole Bass, 
The Giant. 

Fob, 1999: His "O" Must Go: Who's Golng To Break 
Goldberg's Stroak? Wrestling Bad Guys: The Real 
Holiday Wish List For The Stars! Plus: The Flock, Giant 
Siva, Owen Hart, NWA. 

April 1999: Gettin’ Crazy! Inside The Heads Of 
Wrestling'’s Wackiest Men! \Vrestiing Bad Guys The 
Real Yoar-End Awards. Plus; Horace Hogar, Billy 
Kidman, Jarrett-Debtra, Figgins & Dunn 

June 1999: The WCW-NWO War! 10 Crucial Factors 
That Will Decide The Winner! Wrestling Bad Guys: The 
Top 10 Turns Of All-Time, Plus: Flair-Hall, Undertaker- 
Kang, Rock-Hunter, Taz. 

Aug. 1999; Austin’s Quandary: He Can't Destroy 
McMahon ... He Can't Ignore McMahon ... He Can't 
Live Without McMahon. Wrestling Bad Guys: These 
Men Must Be Banned! Plus; Scott Steiner, Bob Holly, 
Jimmy James, WCW crulsers. 

Oct. 1999: WCW In Turmoil! Who's In Charge Here? 
Wrestling Bad Guys: Happy Birthday, NWO! Plus: Hak 
Jerry Lawler, ‘Yokozuna, WWF chques. 

Dec. 1999:"20 Wrestle In Peace! How Taker & Kane 
Can Bury Their Pasi Forever! Wrosting Gad Guys: 
Triple-H—Finally, A Main-Eventer, Plus: Curt Hennig, Van 
Hammer, Blackman-Shamrock, ECW-TNN 

Feb. 2000: Shocking WCW Survey! Even Hogan's 
“Friends” Don't Trust Him! Wrestling Gad Guys: Fock 
Bottom! How Low Will This Man Go To Kiss Up To The 
Fans? Plus; Storm & Credibla, Shane McMahon, Brian 
Hildebrand 

April 2000: Vince—The Name That Will Haunt Bret 
Hart Forever! Wrestling Bad Guys: The Real Year-End 
Awards, Plus: Sandman, DX-Venis, Heroes PPV. 

June 2000: Can The WWF Recapture The Magic Of 
WrestloMania? WWresting Bad Guys: History's Greatest 
Bad Guys Pick Their Favorites Of Today. Pius: Jef 
Jarrett, Awesome-Tanaka, Bobcat-Ryan Shamrock. 
Aug. 2000: Vince Wants His Little Girl Back ... And 
Only Stone-Cold Can Holp Him Get Her! WWresting 
Bad Guys; Wicked Women! Our Evil Evaluations OF 
Wresiling's Bad Girls! Plus: Bookor, Mickoy Whipwreck, 
Super 6, 

Oct. 2000: Who Wants To Beat A Millionaire? 
Wresting Bad Guys; The Stata Of Aulebreaking. Plus: 
Justin Credible, Tiple-H, Albright Memorial. 

Feb. 2001 (132 pages, full-color): Stone-Cold vs. The 
Rock: Experts Pick The Winner Of The Ultimate 
Showdown! Pius: Sting, Bret Hart, Mikey Whipwreck, 
Lita, TOM, 

June 2001 (132 pages, full-color): Daddy's Little 
Goldiggger! Stephanie Plays The Game Better Than 
Vince! Plus: Lex Luger, Tommy Dreamer, Hardys, Scoot 
Andrews, WCW cruisers. 

2001 Annual (132 pages, full-color): Your Guide To 
Professional Wrestling. Unraveling WWF/WCWIECW, 
completa indy guide, book of lists, top 30 prospects. 
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LOT CAN change in 365 days. On January 1, 2001, there 
) i three major wrestling promotions in the United 

states. On January 1, 2001, Scott Steiner was widely con- 
sidered to be the top wrestler in the world. On January 1, 2001, the 
fans were wildly cheering for Steve Austin and wondering if 
“Stone-Cold" could possibly be the same wrestler he was before 
he suffered the neck injury. 

The past 12 months changed the landscape of the pro 
wrestling world like never before. Who could have possibly fore- 
seen Vince McMahon buying World Championship Wrestling from 
AOL Time Warner at a fraction of what was thought to be its mar- 
ket value? Who could have possibly foreseen Shane and Stephanie 
McMahon of all people leading a WCW/ECW Alliance in an invasion 
of the WWF? And who could have possibly foreseen the day The 
Rock and Chris Jericho traded the WCW World title on a WWF pay- 
per-view? 

The past year was a year in which interpromotional dream 
matches took place on a weekly basis—even though wrestlers like 
Steiner, Goldberg, Kevin Nash, and Ric Flair watched from the side- 
lines. It was a year in which Paul Heyman, the brains behind ECW, 
stood in Vince McMahon's ring and—in a nationally televised 
broadcast—declared McMahon made his millions at the expense of 
men like Hulk Hogan, Shawn Michaels, and Bret Hart. It was a year 
in which a WWF contract virtually guaranteed some sort of title 
reign, no matter how brief, A year in which Stephanie McMahon- 
Helmsley's bra size became a common topic of discussion, in which 
Eric Bischoff's name came up during a criminal investigation into a 
prostitution ring, and in which DDP begged The Undertaker to make 
him famous, only to have UT's wife do the honor herself. And then 
there was the XFL ... the poor, doomed XFL. 

The world was a chaotic place in 2001, George W. Bush took 
the oath of office after the most contested presidential election in 
more than 100 years. The United States began to slip into a reces- 
sion, and the unemployment rate began to climb. The Yankees and 
the Diamondbacks actually made people care about baseball, for a 
little while at least. 

And then there was September 11. 





Yes, 2001 was a turbulent year, but it was also one hell of a 
year to be a wrestling fan. Austin beat all the odds and kept a 
stranglehold on the WWF title for most of the year. Edge finally 
broke through and became one of the most exciting singles 
wrestlers in the WWF. The Dudleys collected title belts like they 
were baseball cards. And in independent promotions all around the 
country, a new crop of blue-chip prospects appeared, hunary for 
their opportunity to be pro wrestling’s next breakout sensations. 

The 2001 PW/ Achievement Awards reflected the bizarre 
events of the past year, both in the ring and out. For the first time 
in Achievement Awards history, a wrestler (Kurt Angle) was a 
runner-up in both the Most Hated and Most Popular Wrestler of 
the Year categories. Steve Austin started and finished the year as 
second only to The Rock in terms of popularity, yet ran away with 
the Most Hated Wrestler of the Year Award. And for the first time 
ever, the same participants won back-to-back Match of the Year 
honors, 

Of course, the landscape of the wrestling world changed dra- 
matically during the voting period. The WWF vanquished the 
Alliance, Kurt Angle turned fan favorite and then heel, Austin went 
good, and Jericho went bad. Ric Flair revealed he was part-owner 
of the WWF. In fact, following Survivor Series, hundreds of readers 
noted they had voted earlier, but now wanted to "change their 
votes" in key categories. 

In any event, the effects of the year 2001 are sure to echo for 
years and years to come. 

Going into 2002, the WWF is the only game in town, Vince 
McMahon controls the wrestling world, but WWFE must answer to 
the very shareholders that made him a billionaire. 

Will 2002 see a return to normalcy in the WWF, or will Crash 
TV tactics continue to be the norm? Will we ever see a six-month 
title reign again, let alone a full year? Will the WWF be able to turn 
around its ratings slide and survive the Alliance storyline? And will 
the long-rumored appearances of Steiner, Nash, and Hall ever take 
place? We'll find out in the next 365 days. 

As for now, let's take a look back at the year 2001 and the 
men--and women--who made it a year to remember. 
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HE YEAR 2001 offered us a bumper 

crop of promising rookies. Unfortun- 

ately, the majority of wrestling fans 
haven't had an opportunity to see most of the 
world’s best young talent compete just yet. | 

But those fans who have been lucky | 
enough to see the goings-on in Ohio Valley aii 
Wrestling, the Heartland Wrestling As- fim. — 
sociation, and some of the other indy promo- bx) 1" 
tions across the country were adamant in hea 
their choices for Rookie of the Year. : 

The majority of the vote-getters came from 
the OVW ranks. Maybe Randy Orton's famous © of 
last name had a little to do with him getting 
the top spot. 

At 6'2" and 265 pounds, Randy Orton al- | 
ready has the physique. As a third-generation wrestler (the son of 

“Cowboy” Bob Orton Jr. and grandson of Bob Orton Sr.), there's no 
disputing his pedigree. And his wheelbarrow suplex finisher is one of 
the most stunning moves in wrestling today, 

“The first time | saw Randy wrestle at the Danny Davis Arena, | 
knew | was seeing something special,” wrote Kelly Reidy of Louisville. 
“He looks like a natural in the ring. He always seems to know where 
his opponent is and what he’s going to do. He's a consummate ath- 








Orton has already worked several dark mat- 
ches at WWF TV tapings and wrestled impres- 
sively on house shows around the country. He 
has received some very positive reviews. That 
doesn't surprise most OVW fans. Orton is a for- 
mer OVW hardcore champion. He can bench- 
press almost 400 pounds and squat 525 
| pounds. He also trains alongside “Mr. Wres- 
 tling" Nick Dinsmore, absorbing Dinsmore's 
technical expertise, and former UFC fighter Ron 
Waterman, taking in Waterman's shootfighting 
skills. Years of training under his father and 
grandfather have taught Orton the importance 
of learning and adapting to new styles. 

_ Orton has been a persistent problem for 

. - | the rotund Kenny Bolin and Bolin Services in 
OW. He has also given the massive Leviathan all he can handle, 
despite giving up more than 60 pounds in muscle. Keep in mind 
that Leviathan overpowered The Undertaker at OVW's “Last 
Dance” card at the Louisville Gardens in June. 

“I'm thrilled to receive this honor—| really am,” Orton said 
when informed of his victory. “It means a lot to me to know the 
fans are behind me, especially with all the talented rookies here in 
OVW. I'll do my best to live up to everyone's expectations.” 


lete, It's abl a matter of time before he gets called up to the WWF.” 


18,422 votes 
First runner-up: Will Brock Lesnar be the 
Kurt Angle of 2002? The former NCAA cham- 
pion certainly hopes so. Lesnar has already 
captured the OVW Southern tag team title 
with both Brian Keck and Shelton Benjamin. 
And the 295-pounder has astounded fans 
with his textbook shooting star press and his 
array of overhead suplexes. He and Ben- 
jamin—The Minnesota Stretching Crew— 
have also wrestled at numerous WWF events 
| already and done well for themselves. 
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13,744 votes 
Second munmer-up: K-Kwik may not be 
seeing any TV time these days, but he did get 
rowdy at a lot of WWF events in the past 
year, Despite his speed and great tendon 
strength, Kwik never recovered after the 
WWF released Road Dogg earlier this year, 
and he was also released. It's safe to assume 
that the fact that he has wrestled on WWF TV, 
while the other top rookies haven't, earned 
him most of his votes. He's one rookie who 


doesn't look like he has a sla future. 


_ = yw 


We're pretty sure that he will, 
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12,636 votes 
Third rumner-ugs: The kneejerk scouting 
report on Prototype is simple: He looks like 
sting. For better or for worse, that assess- 
ment has placed the bar pretty high for this 
member of OVW's Bolin Services. He held 
the Ultimate Pro Wrestling title before trans- 
ferring to OVW and has already scored wins 
over the likes of Christopher Daniels, Crash 
Holly, and C.W. Anderson, plus he beat 
Rico Constantino in a loser-leaves-OVW 
match. 


- (13,990) 
some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-Up Snot include: Shelton Benjamin, Lance Cade, Rico Constantino, 
Qenaan Creed, Kazuyuki Fujita, Jason Rumble, Victoria, and Ron Waterman. 
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HIS JUST WASN'T the year to find in- 

Spiration in pro wrestling. The top three 

vote-getters in the Most Inspirational 
Wrestler category—Kurt Angle, Chris Jericho, 
and Shane McMahon—all spent a portion of 
the year as heels. In fact, both Angle and 
Shane spent a majority of the year getting 
booed by the fans, and Jericho turned against 
The Rock just as the voting period was draw- 
ing to an end, 

Judging by the comments from our 
respondents, two factors influenced more than 
18,000 readers to cast their votes for Angle: 
the way he stood up to Austin and the Alliance, 
and the wave of patriotism that washed over 
the nation following the September 11 terrorist 
attacks. 

“When the Alliance first formed, Kurt Angle established himself 
as an honorable representative of the WWF," wrote James Bryant 
of Titusville, Florida. “Angle put himself out on the line and took the 
battle to the Alliance. With Rock out of the picture and Undertaker 
tied up with DDP, Angle was really out there on his own against 
most of the Alliance for a while. That was the first time I've seen 
Angle show concern for someone other than himself. | don’t think 








Angle was ripped off at SummerSlam, and 
that says a lot.” 

During the summer months, Angle estab- 
lished himself as the most popular wrestler in 
the federation. On a few occasions, he even 
| led the crowd in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
After the terrorist attacks, Angle toned down 
his American hero persona and hailed the 
police and firefighters in New York City as the 
true heroes. Regardless, Angle's red, white, 
and blue personality was a deciding factor for 
many voters. His Survivor Series swerve 
helped a little, too. 

“Throughout the summer, Kurt embodied 
America’s fighting spirit, and | don't care if 
| that sounds corny,” wrote Tim Clarke of 
Pittsburgh. “For a while there, Angle was a new John Wayne, an 
American to be proud of as he fought against the odds. | was proud 
to have Kurt Angle as the WWF champion,” 

Angle's success came at the right time, too. He finally topped 
Austin to win the WWF title just days after the voting period 
opened. A few months earlier, he managed to beat Booker T for 
the WCW title, making him the first wrestler to win both the WWF 
and WCW world titles in such a short span—a feat that’s likely to 
be repeated many times in the coming months. 


I've ever been as angry after watching a match as | was when 


16,982 votes 
First rummer-igs: For the past two years, 
Y2J has been one of the WWF's most popu- 
lar competitors. Still, he was dogged by a 
| reputation of being unable to win the big 
one. On October 21 at No Mercy, Jericho 
finally made the naysayers “shut the hell 
up” when he scored a pinfall win over The 
Rock. Untortunately, Jericho dropped the 
belt in a matter of weeks and was quick to 
turn heel as a result. It's hard to inspire 
when you're smashing Rock with a chair. 


but the Alliance hosed his chances. 





13,101 votes 
Second runner-up: If this had been Most 
Inspirational Wrestler of the Half-Year, per- 
haps Shane O'Mac could have won. Shane 
pulled off the deal of the year when he stole 
WCW right out from under his father’s nose. 
He was supposed to represent a new begin- 
ning for the venerable WCW. He even wres- 
tled two spectacular matches, beating his 
father at WrestleMania and losing a bruis- 
ing battle with Angle at King of the Ring, 
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9,591 votes 
Third runner-up: Spike had a steady, if 
unspectacular 2001. He surprised every- 
one when he showed up with Buh Buh Ray 
and D-Von in the spring, and his romance 
with Molly was sweet. He showed a lot of | 
guts in his battles with his half-brothers, 
never giving up and always coming back 
for more, Even after Molly dumped him, 
Spike was right back on his game, flirting 
with the lovely ladies at WWF New York. 
His spirit just can't be broken. 


116) 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not machi a runner- UD ip'enet mclGca: Chris Benoit, Chyna, Tommy Dreamer, Lita, Mighty Molly, © 
Keiji Muto, Osamu Nishimura, The Rock, Scott Steiner, and Tajiri. 
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1OR SOME, WINNING the King of the 

| Ring tournament has been a defining 

moment of a career. It has served as a 
springboard, a means to elevate a hungry 
young wrestler to main-event status. But 
despite the KOTR success stories—the 
Triple-Hs, the Owen Harts, and the Steve 
Austins—there's the flip side of the coin— 
the wrestlers who have yet to match that | 
level of success again. Ask Billy Gunn or | 
Mabel (Viscera) how they feel about winning | 
the King of the Ring, and you'll hear a very | 
different story, indeed. | 

When Edge upset Kurt Angle in the finals | 
of the 2001 King of the Ring tournament, the | 
whispers began. Would this be the win to @ 
propel Edge into the WWF World title picture, 
or would he be another also-ran thrust into the limelight before 
his time? 

lf the second half of 2001 was any indication, Edge will be 
the next wrestler to ride a KOTR win to the WWF title. 

Edge followed up his KOTR victory with two Intercontinental 
title triumphs and a WCW U.S. title reign. He survived the vio- 
lent breakup of his team with Christian and defeated his 
estranged brother in a thrilling ladder match at No Mercy. The 





23,170 votes 








| fans are finally taking Edge seriously. 

“In a way, | was upset that Edge won the 
King of the Ring, because | thought it would 
be the end of my favorite team, which it 
was,” Said Rick Pitts of Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, “But Edge has surpassed my great- 
est expectations as a singles wrestler.” 

"| almost hate to say it because |'m 
afraid it might jinx him, but | can’t help but 
look at Edge and see a young Shawn 
| Michaels,” wrote Jessie Arrington of 
syracuse, New York. “He's got a tough road 
ahead of him, but Edge has the talent and 
charisma to compete with anyone. Who 
wouldn't want to see Edge and Rob Van 
Dam go at it with the WWF title on the line?” 

“I'd like to thank all the fans that voted 





for me,” Edge said when informed of his victory. “This has been 


a difficult year for me personally. It’s really a shame that the 
greatest year of my career was also the year where my relation- 
ship with Christian fell apart. Hopefully | can get consideration 
for Wrestler of the Year in 2002." 

Edge silenced all the doubters when he beat Test to unify 
the U.S. and |-C titles at Survivor Series. Expect even greater 
things in 2002. 


19,220 votes 
First runner-up: Test is the Rodney 
Dangerfield of wrestling—the man just 
can't get any respect. The Acolytes fingered 
him as the mole in the WWF and put the 
boots to him. As it turned out, Test was 
innocent all along. The Acolytes didn't seem 
too sincere with their apology, so Test went 
and joined the Alliance after all. That deci- 
sion brought him both the WWF and WCW 
tag titles and the |-C belt. We wonder how 
the APA feels about Test’s success. 


: 19 
Some of the top vote-getters who did not couture a runner-up acet eects 





11,122 votes 
Second runner-up: “Sugar” Shane 
Helms was a very promising high-flyer in the 
old WCW, where he competed as a member 
of Three Count. Who would have thought his 
big break would come when he stopped 
trying to be Justin Timberlake and started 
trying to be The Green Lantern? Even the 
face paint and cape can't hide how much 
The Hurricane has improved. His response 
when we told him he was second runner-up 
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7 557 votes | 
Third runner-up: It's hard to imagine 
Kurt Angle improving too much in 2001. 
After all, he entered the year as the reigning 
WWF champion. But during the course of 
2001, Angle went from just barely surviving 
in big matches to being a truly dominant 
wrestler. Angle may have had the greatest 
rookie year ever in 2000, but he came of 
age in 2001. He was also part of some of | 
the best matches of the year. In fact, could 
you name any bad Kurt Angle matches? 


618) 
Albert, Bradshaw, Charlie & Russ Haas, 


Shane McMahon, William Regal, Rhyno, Trish Stratus, and Tajiri. 
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ATE IN 2000, Rob Van Dam had a 
falling-out with Paul Heyman and dis- 
mappeared from ECW, the promotion he 
had called home for more than five years. 
For the first few months of 2001, fans won- 
dered whether Van Dam would show up in | 
WCW or in the WWF. By the time spring fi- 
nally rolled around, fans were to starting to 
wonder not where, but /fthey'd ever see Van 
Dam in a major promotion again. 

Van Dam wasn't going out of his way to 
court anyone's favor. In fact, in several inter- | 
views, Van Dam was openly critical of both 
promotions. When Shane McMahon used 
Van Dam’s vaunted Van terminator finisher 
at WrestleMania, there were those who saw 


it as a slap in the face of ECW’s breakout ined If a Toe 


time wrestler could execute RVD’s signature move, how hard 
could it be? It really looked like RVD wouldn't be returning to the 
national stage. That is, until Van Dam joined Tommy Dreamer 
and a contingent of former ECW wrestlers in a surprise appear- 
ance on Aaw to declare war on the WWF in July. 

Almost overnight, Van Dam has become one of the most 
popular wrestlers in the WWF, despite being part of the 





was inserted into the main event of the No 
Mercy pay-per-view. From wrestling 
obscurity to WWF title shots, Van Dam 
scaled the ladder of contention to pull off a 
comeback for the ages. 

“| can't remember the last time a new- 
comer to the WWF made so much of an 
impact in such a short amount of time,” wrote 
| Tom Westcott of Halifax, Nova Scotia. “Van 
w §=Dam went from zero to 120 just like that.” 
Francis McDonald of Terre Haute, Indiana, 
concurred. 

“Not only did Van Dam jump right into the 
_ main events, he also threw the entire Alli- 
ance into a tizzy and undermined Steve 

ve WOME Austin's authority," McDonald wrote. “The 
way he’s going, | wouldn't be surprised to see RVD wearing the 
WWF title before long.” 

According to Heyman, Van Dam never made a comeback: 
he's been a superstar all along. 

“We were just waiting for the proper time to bring RVD 
back,” Heyman said, “Maybe the people out there want to call it 
a comeback. That's fine. He'll take any awards you want to give 
him. But the fact of the matter is that RVD has been a champion 
in Aye all along, and RVD will rule wee in 2002. P 


Alliance. After just three months in the federation, Van Dam 


19,613 votes 
First rummer-up: Steve Austin was never 
supposed to wrestle again. His career was 
supposed to be over after spinal surgery in 
} January 2000. In February of 2001, he 
faced Chris Benoit and took several stiff 
German suplexes. Austin came back to win 
that match, showing the world his come- 
back was for real. He’s adopted a more 
| methodical style and relies more on out- 
side interference now, but there can be no 
- doubt “Stone Cold” is, indeed, back. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not cactire a runner-up spot include: 


14,212 votes 
Second runner-up: Booker T silenced 
his critics and made a smooth transition 
from the Time Wamer-owned WCW to the 
WWF. Booker came up short in his feud with 
The Rock, but he has had plenty of success 
in the WWF, inciuding several tag titie reigns 
with Test. “The Book” isn't likely to be over- 
looked in the future. In fact, we wouldn't be 
surprised to see him challenge The Rock 
again in 2002—and perhaps have a little 
more success the next time around. 


i a —— a i 





9,882 votes 
Third runner-up: Scott Hall's personal 
problems have been well-documented. 
Unable to find work in either WCW or the | 
WWF and unwilling to retire, Hall started © 
over in New Japan. The trips to the Orient 
have done him a world of good. Hall 
looks better than he has in years, and 
rumors are flying that The Outsiders 
might just re-form in the WWF in the near — 
future. There are a lot of people who 
would like to see that happen. 


> (11,332) 
e Big Show, Kaientai, Keiji Muto, Dallas Page, 


The Rock, Perry Saturn, and Scotty Too Hotty, 
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JHE COVER STORY of the January 2002 § 


edition of PW/ posed the question, 
“What Makes Lita The WWF ‘it’ Girl?” 
The answer was complex. It’s the bright red 
hair. It’s the top-rope huracanrana. It's the 
tomboy image. It's her genuinely nice person- 


ality. And, as about 8,500 voters pointed out, § 


it's the ever-protruding thong. 
The fact is, Lita is the most versatile woman 





23,507 votes 


in the WWF. She and Jackie are probably the Fis-. 


top women wrestlers in the company, She is an [es 


old-fashioned manager and not a glorified piece 


of eye candy. Sure, she can sell just as many f 
posters as Stacy Keibler and Torrie Wilson, but § 


unlike those ladies, she doesn’t have to stumble 
through many lingerie matches. She has talent 
to spare. She has charisma. And she has truck- 
loads of sex appeal. 

In other words, Lita excels at every part of 
her game. And that’s why she is the 2001 
Woman of the Year. 


“One look at Lita in the ring and you can tell she just loves 
wrestling,” wrote Nick Wayne of Conshohocken, Pennsylvania. 
“She didn't get into this business as a way to further her modeling 
or acting career. She takes wrestling seriously. | respect that." 


20,656 votes 
First rumner-up: “The Billion-Dollar Prin- 
cess” had a heck of a year herself. With the 
help of Paul Heyman and brother Shane, 
she became the new “owner” of ECW. She 
carried her war of words with Chris Jericho 
to new heights, and helped lead the 
Alliance to unprecedented heights. Other 
than her surprisingly good match against 
Trish Stratus at No Way Out, Steph didn't 
do much wrestling, but she wasn't afraid to 
get physical when the need arose. 


eo. 
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Murphy of St. Paul, 


“Lita was a real stabilizing force this year,” 


18,892 votes 
Second runner-up: The fans have been 
waiting a long time to see more of the for- 
mer Miss Hancock. In 2001, she didn’t disap- 
point. She showed plenty in bra and panties 
and lingerie matches. Stacy and Shawn 
Stasiak briefly brought the “Shawn & Stacy 
Show" to the WWF, but Stacy found consid- 
erably more success alongside the Dudleys. 
Stacy flaunted her assets in a way not seen 
since the heyday of Sunny—and for 18,892 
voters, sect Dalek leh lt 


= =I 


“She's more woman than any other WWF 
diva,” wrote Nicole Drinkwalter of San An- 
tonio, Texas. “She doesn't have to rely on any 
man. In fact, if the Hardys both left the WWF, | 
don't think Lita would miss a stride. | can't say 


| the same kind of thing for Stacy and Torrie 


Wilson.” 

lronically, Lita had more wrestling success 
last year, but finished behind Stephanie 
McMahon-Helmsley in the voting and had to 


| settle for first runner-up. Ivory held the 
| women's title for most of the year before los- 


ing it to Chyna at WrestleMania. When Chyna 
vanished, the title disappeared, too. Re- 
gardless, Lita continued to rack up wins over 
Jacquelyn, Molly Holly, Ivory, and Trish. Her 


_ biggest accomplishment of the year was 


keeping Matt and Jeff Hardy together, even 
when it seemed like the brothers were ready 
to start tearing into each other, 

wrote Kelsey 
Minnesota. “Team Extreme really held the 


Dudleys and Ivory in check. Without Lita, that wouldn't have hap- 
pened. And Lita played more of a role in the WWF war against the 
Alliance than any other woman. That shouldn't be overlooked.” 
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13,175 votes 
Third runner-up: It's hard to believe 
Torrie Wilson almost never wrestled in the 
old WCW. She's slowly developing into a 
decent competitor, and she scored a big 
win over Stacy Keibler in a lingerie match — 
at No Mercy. While she may not be the | 
next Fabulous Moolah, her wrestling skills | 
and her love of Tajiri impressed a number 
of PW/ readers. With her classic All- | 
American girl looks, Torrie just might be 
wrestling’s next female superstar. 


E ) 
Some of the top vote-getters who did not nat a runner-up spot include: Chyna, Dawn Marie, Debra, Francine, Ivory, 
Jacquelyn, Sara, Trish Stratus, Terri, and Victoria. 
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INCE McMAHON IS not an active wres- §P— 
tler. Shane McMahon is a part-time Peete 
wrestler at best. 

Yet take a look at Feud of the Year award 
winners over the past half-decade or so. In 1999, 
Steve Austin vs. Vince McMahon took the hon- 
ors. Same with 1998. In 1996, Vince McMahon 
vs. Eric Bischoff was voted Feud of the Year. 

say what you will about the McMahon 
family, but these people certainly know how to 
conduct a good feud. 

The Vince McMahon-Shane McMahon § 
tured white-hot on March 26. That was the 
night Vince strolled into the ring at Cleveland's 
Gund Arena and declared that he had pur- F 
chased WCW and was going to dismantle the 
promotion. But Shane stole the show by | 
appearing live before the Nitro audience in Panama City, Florida, and 
revealing that he had bought WCW before Vince dotted all the “i's” 
and crossed all the “t's.” 

The McMahon family feud became the top feud in the company, 
and Shane O’Mac and Vince squared off at WrestleMania. Incredibly, 
the two had a great match, and Shane finished his dad with a brutal 
Van terminator, a move invented by Rob Van Dam. 

Shane's WCW never got off the ground, and WCW-only matches 








were soundly booed by WWF fans. So Shane re- 
grouped and, together with Stephanie and Paul 
Heyman, created the WCW/ECW Alliance. For the 
remainder of 2001, Shane was out to destroy the 
WWF and all Vince McMahon stood for, 

Generally, one good match doesn't make for 
a Feud of the Year. But, like Vince’s previous 
feuds, the Shane-Vince war drastically affected 
the entire wrestling world. Not since the Mc- 
Mahon-Bischoff feud have so many people 
been affected by a dispute between two men. 

“You look at all the feuds of 2001, and there 
have been some great ones. It’s just that noth- 
ing can compare to Vince vs. Shane,” wrote 
Leroy Washington of Bricktown, New Jersey. 
“Every other feud revolved around the Mc- 
: __...._ Mahon family in some way.” 

The McMahon family feud had action and more drama than it knew 
what to do with. One day, Shane was standing with Linda, the next 
day (it seemed), he was holding her so Stephanie could slap her silly, 


The war tumed particularly vicious when Shane confronted Freddie 


Blassie and declared both Blassie and the WWF were close to death. 

Regardless of where the McMahon family members’ alle- 
giances fall next year, the father-son battle of wills was the clear 
winner of the 2001 Feud of the Year, 


17,710 votes 
First nummer-up: The Rock vs. “The Book" 
has been the only true dream match to 
} come out of the WWF's acquisition of WCW 
| so far. Booker T made a smooth transition 
into the WWF, and his verbal sparring with 
Rock made for some of the funniest 
moments of the year. When it came time to 
do business, Booker showed the skills that 
made him a five-time champion, and The 
Rock showed why he is “The Great One.” 


15,366 votes 
Second runner-up: Many respondents 
wrote that Angle vs. Benoit quietly stole the 
show at WrestleMania. Their feud was full of 
intensity and made for some fast-paced, 
thrilling matches. It was during this series of 
matches that Angle perfected his anklelock 
submission hold. Although it’s debatable 
which man dominated this feud, there's no 
question that both came out of it much bet- 
ter and much cites wrestlers, 


S$ (6,663) 





10,634 votes 
Third runner-up: Everyone saw it com- 
ing for months. Still, when Christian 
assaulted his brother with a brutal con- 
chair-to, you couldn't help but wince. Edge 
and Christian certainly aren't the first 
brother tag team to break up, but not since 
lan and Ax! Rotten have two brothers been 
so willing to sacrifice their bodies to punish 
each other. Their ladder match at No 
Mercy was an absolute classic. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not cchaes a runner-up » spot include Kurt Angle vs. Booker T, Steve Austin vs. Chris Benoit & Chris 
Jericho, Steve Austin vs. The Rock, Edge & Christian vs. The Hardy Boyz vs. The Dudley Boyz, Chris Jericho vs. William Regal, 
Chris Jericho vs, The Rock, and Dallas Page vs. The Undertaker. 
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ELIEVE IT OR not, for the first time in the 

history of the PW/ Achievement Awards, 

?a heel has been elected Most Popular 

Wrestler of the Year. And he only wrestled for 
half the year! 

It just goes to show you what a bizarre year 
2001 was. 

Regardless of his affiliation, WWF fans have 
fallen in love with RVD, much to the chagrin of | 
Steve Austin. It doesn’t matter if Van Dam is | 
associating with Vince McMahon, Paul Heyman, 
or Stephanie—his popularity never wanes. 
Arenas throughout the country are ringing with 
chants of “R-V-D! R-V-D! R-V-D!" It seems like 
the double-thumb jack is this year's version of 
the old DX crotch chop. 

Though The Rock may consistently get loud- 
er ovations, it seems as if hardcore ECW fans 


rallied behind Van Dam in the Achievement Awards voting, cast y year 


Van Dam finished as first runner-up to The Rock. The voting was 
even closer this year, but Van Dam pulled away in the end. 

“RVD is carrying the banner of ECW in the WWF, and that’s excit- 
ing,” wrote lan Michaels of Glasgow, Scotland. “Whenever Van Dam 
wrestles, you just get the feeling anything can happen." 


24,678 votes 





Miami. “He was always busy defending the TV 
title or teaming with Sabu while guys like 
Justin Credible, Rhyno, Sandman, and Steve 
Corino got the title shots. It's great to see him 
| finally getting his due in the biggest promotion 
| in the world.” 

To be fair, other than The Rock, Van Dam 
didn't have much competition. Both Chris 
Jericho and Kurt Angle tumed heel in the mid- 
dle of the voting period. Undertaker and Kane 
both gamered a fair amount of votes, but nei- 
ther had the groundswell of support that Van 
Dam enjoyed. He's just too cool. Hector Garza, 
Lita, and Tajiri weren't even close. 

“With Van Dam, you don't have to worry 
about him switching sides and breaking your 
| heart,” wrote Lisa Johnson of Las Vegas. “Van 
| Dam is out for himself—you know that from 
the get-go. When he wrestles, you can forget about all the Alliance 
vs. WWF garbage and just enjoy a five-star match." 

The defining moment of Van Dam'’s WWF run thus far came 
when Steve Austin was looking for a volunteer to wrestle a match 
and represent the Alliance. Paul Heyman jumped onto the 
announcers’ table and led the fans in a deafening chant for Van 
Dam. It didn’t take much goading, either. 


——— ss = 


“RVD never got a fair shake in ECW,” e-mailed Bob Anders of 


| 22,309 votes 
First runner: All it takes is a twitch of 
_ an eyebrow or a few strains of “Smack- 
down Hotel” for The Rock to cast his spell 
on the fans. Rock’s singing sessions or 
debating of the merits of pie vs. strudel in 
interviews made for some of the most 
entertaining moments of the year, but his 
feud with the still-popular Chris Jericho 
may have prevented him from repeating as 
Most Popular Wrestler of the Year. That 
} and aman named RVD, of course, 


5B a PWla 


13,113 votes 
Second runner-up: For the second con- 
secutive year, Jericho takes the second 
runner-up spot. After winning the WCW 
title, Jericho banished his personal demons 
and reached the height of his popularity. 
But Jericho’s ugly side began to break 
through as the year came to a close. If he 
hadn't busted The Rock open with a chair, 
Y2J could very well have won this year. He 
didn't get more than a handful of votes 


after Survivor Series, iro 
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7,223 votes 
Third runner-up: Need more proof that 
2001 was a peculiar year? Look no further 
than Kurt Angle. More than 7,000 voters 
named Angle as their choice for Most 
Popular Wrestler of the Year, while another 
14,000-plus fans named him Most Hated 
Wrestler of the Year—and yet another 
18,000-plus fans voted him Most In- 
spirational Wrestler of the Year. Does any of 
this make sense? It makes sense only 
because 2001 was a very, very odd year. 


5 (14,749) 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not eantlire a runner-up spot include: Steve Austin, Chris Benoit, Hector Garza, Jeff Hardy, 


Kane, Lita, Tajiri, and The Undertaker. 
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HO WOULD EVER have thought it? [0° . 
32,017 wotes 


At the outset of 2001, we thought 

== it impossible for Steve Austin to get 

the fans to boo him. After all, “Stone-Cold” had 

broken every rule already. He had laid out fan 

favorites, heels, referees, broadcasters, Mc- 

Mahons—everyone who crossed his path—with | 

the Stone-Cold stunner. He swore, he interfered 
in matches, he beat up the beloved Mick Foley. 

And so on and soon... 

Still, the fans cheered. They bought his T- § 
shirts. They leaped out of their chairs whenever jj 
they heard the sound of shattering glass. 

Austin was voted Most Popular Wrestler of (% 
the Year in 1998. In 1997 and 1999, he was 
the top runner-up, behind Sting and The ae A 
Rock, respectively. This year, the voting wasn't even close. 

At WrestleMania, Austin did the unthinkable and forged an 
alllance with his arch-enemy, Vince McMahon. Austin said he was 
willing to do anything to regain his WWF title, even team up with 
Triple-H, the man who ran him down with a car in 1999. 

Still, the fans didn’t want to boo Austin. It wasn’t until “Stone- 
Cold” bloodied Jim Ross that they started to understand they were 





At Invasion, Austin proved his heel tum was 
for real when he cast his lot with the Alliance. In 
the ensuing months, Austin became an abu- 
sive, obnoxious, paranoid maniac. He taunted 
his teammates, sometimes going so far as 
physically assaulting them. After eight months, 
booing Austin started to come naturally. 

“Is there really any other choice in this catego- 
ry?” asked Chris Gelsomino of Portland, Oregon. 
“Austin was the top heel in the business after 
WrestieMania. No one else even comes close.” 
a, “| still feel sick whenever | see Austin doing 
that ‘What?! What?!’ routine on TV,” e-mailed 
Tomoki Kayashi of New York City. “Austin was 


ay AR i one of my favorite wrestlers. Just like that, he 


PSSA throws away everything he worked for and 
destrove his own reputation and legacy. Because he threw all of 
that away, Austin is my choice as Most Hated Wrestler of the Year.” 

A little more than 32,000 others made the same choice—almost 
all of them before Austin tumed good again the night after Survivor 
Series. Yes, it does seem strange that we're giving the Most Hated 
Wrestler of the Year Award to a man who is now extremely popular 
again, but given all that happened in 2001, we shouldn't be too sur- 


seeing a new side of “The Texas Rattlesnake." 


16,731 votes 
First runner-up: As far as many WWF 
fans are concerned, more than any other 
wrestier to make the jump, Booker T repre- 
sents the old WCW. WWF fans were condi- 
tioned to despise everything about the Time 
Warner-owned WCW, so it comes as no 
surprise that Booker felt the brunt of their 
backlash. Of course, when you instigate a 
feud with The Rock, you’re not going to 
make many friends in the WWF. The fans 
Just didn't care for the spinnarooni. 


prised. 


14,366 votes 
Second runner-up: Oh, it's true, your 
Olympic hero has become a hated heel yet 
again. Many respondents said Angle's heel 
turn was even more heartbreaking than 
Austin’s. People had just learned to like 
Angle, and just like that, he was in the 
Alliance. Then, the night after he helped the 
WWF vanquish the Alliance, he turned 
again. Perhaps those fans forgot Angle was 
breaking the rules for the majority of 2001. 
Meds, remembered when it was time to vote. 


a) 
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8,771 votes 
Third runner-up: Shane O'Mac was so 
over that he actually made WCW popular. 
Well, for a little while at least. Then Shane 
vowed to destroy the WWF and created the 
ECW/WCW Alliance. “Shane McMahon Is a 
whiny, irritating piece of trash who did noth- 
ing but cause screw job after screw job all 
year long,” wrote Tim Dermot of Oakland, 
California. That's one of the few comments 
about the boss’ arrogant son that we're able 
to print in a family magazine. 


S (9,881) 
Some of the top vote-getters who did not soars ai a runner- up rae include Albert, "Buf Bagwell, The Big Show, Kenny Bolin, Christian, 
The Dudley Boyz, Triple-H, Dallas Page, William Regal, and X-Pac, 
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AST YEAR, 22,833 fans voted the Wrestle- 
Mania matchup between the Dudleys, Edge 
and Christian, and Hardys Match of the 
Year. Remarkably, an additional 17,016 fans cast 
their votes for the first TLC match between those 


same three teams at SummerSlam, making that [im 


bout last year’s second runner-up. At the time, 
we noted the only other time the participants in 
the Match of the Year were also voted a runner- 
up in the same category was in 1989, when Ric 


Flair and Rick Steamboat took both the top honor jiu 


and the second runner-up spot in the voting. 
This year, Buh Buh Ray, D-Von, Edge, 

Christian and Matt and Jeff Hardy made history 

once again. For the first time in the history of 


21,862 votes 


the PW/ Achievement Awards, the same partic- ae ste 


ipants have won back-to-back Match of the [lesa 
Year Awards. Clearly fans are convinced this tag team series has 


been one of the best ever. 


“Put those six guys in the ring, scatter a bunch of tables and lad- 
ders around, and you've got an instant match to remember,” wrote 
Mick Kubiak of Wayne, Pennsylvania. “The way they use those 
weapons to generate offense is incredible. They could wrestle a 





dozen TLC matches and | think we'd see some- 
thing different every time.” 

“TLC Il was even better than last year’s 
matches,” wrote Jennifer Bell of Toledo, Ohio. 
“There were some great matches this year, but 
TLC II stands out way above the rest.” 

The high spots came fast and furious in TLC 
ll, a contest that often resembled a scaffold 
match. At one point, Jeff Hardy was about to take 
hold of the tag belts hanging above the ring 
when Edge connected with a stunning spear off 


| aladder some 15 feet above the ring. Even Lita, 


Spike Dudley, and Rhyno felt compelled to get in- 
volved. When Rhyno gored Matt Hardy through a 
table, he established himself as one of the most 


i r | ferocious competitors in the WWF. But when tt 


TLC land WrestleMania 2000—Edge and Christian came out on top. 


Unfortunately, unless Edge and Christian and the Hardys can 





19,879 votes 
First runner-up: Steve Austin was the 
dominant force in the WWF in 1998 and 
1999. Triple-H was arguably the dominant 
force in 2000, At No Way Out on February 
25, they squared off in a 40-minute best-otf- 
three falls classic. Austin took the first fall 
with a stunner, Triple-H took the second 
(streetfight rules) with a pedigree. The third 
(steel cage rules) was an exhausting battle 
of wills. In the end, it was Triple-H and his 
sledgehammer that came out on top. 


12,331 votes 


Second runner-up: Publicly, Jericho 
and Rock expressed nothing but respect 
for each other, but as match time drew 
closer on October 21, their facades of 
goodwill began to crumble. Jericho wres- 
tled like this was the biggest match of his 
career. It tumed out to be the biggest win 
of his career, even though, as The Rock 
would point out, he needed a steel chair to 
finish the job. Still, both men turned in per- 


pormarioes of which they could be proud. 


patch up their well-publicized differences, we’re not likely to see 
TLC IV at WrestleMania X-8—unless we see the Dudleys take on 
Edge and Jeff Hardy and Christian and Matt Hardy. Maybe that's 
not so unlikely after all. 
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8,092 votes 
Third runner-up: Two of wrestling’s 
most popular daredevils pulled out every 
trick they knew in probably the best match 
in the history of the WWF hardcore division 
on July 22. Van Dam actually taught Hardy | 
a few things about ladder matches, includ- 
ing how to hit a frog splash on the ladder } 
with your opponent wedged between the 
rungs. There's a good chance we will see 
more matches between these two in 2002. 
Can they top what they did at Invasion? 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not psn a runner- up spot include: Chris Benoit vs. Chris Jericho (January 21), Kurt Angle vs. The 
} Rock (February 25), Shane McMahon vs. Vince McMahon (April 1), Kurt Angle vs. Chris Benoit (April 1), Steve Austin vs. The Rock (April 1), Kurt 
Angle vs. Chris Benoit (May 20), Chris Benoit & Chris Jericho vs. Edge & Christian vs. The Dudley Boyz vs. The con Boyz a 22), oteve | 
e 


Austin vs. Chris Benoit (May 29), Keiji Muto vs. Genichiro Tenryu (June 6), Shane McMahon vs. Kurt Angle (June 24), Kurt 


gle vs. Steve 


Austin (August 19), and Team WWF vs, Team Alliance (November 18). 
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jm NE WORD CAME up over and over on the 
ballots of those who voted for The 
Dudley Boyz: success. Whether they 
were representing the Alliance or just kicking © 
tail as violent ambassadors from Dudleyville, | 
Buh Buh Ray and D-Von were the most domi- | 
nant and successful team of 2001. 

Unlike Edge and Christian and The Hardy 
Boyz, the Dudleys aren't interested in pursuing | 
singles titles. They're an old-fashioned team, — 
not two individual wrestlers who decided to | 
pair up because they weren't getting any- FF 
where on their own. re 

“You may not like them, but you can't argue & 
with success,” wrote Chris Fieramusca of wi ‘ i 
Ozone Park, New York. “On Smackdown lll vm i 
recently, Michael Cole said the Dudleys have won a total of 13 ECW, 
WCW, and WWF tag titles, and they could add more before the year- 
end issue hits newsstands. That's incredible.” 

“All year, the Dudleys have been right at the top of the tag team 
division,” wrote Mark Raiff of Buffalo. “They avoided injuries, they 
stuck together, and they won titles. They were far and away the 
most successful team of the year.” 

Of course, having Stacy Keibler in their comer didn't hurt their cause. 
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' of Chicago. “Anyone who can get Stacy to dress 
up in that tiny mini-skirt deserves my vote.” 

The Dudleys also benefited from the dwin- 
dling number of healthy teams currently active. 
| The Hardys have been at odds for months, 
mee) While Edge and Christian are no more. The 
Undertaker and Kane and Chris Jericho and 
| Chris Benoit made effective teams, but both 
only lasted a few months. And The Acolytes 
| remain inconsistent. 

“| wouldn't say the Dudleys were the best 
» team of the year or the most exciting. But when 
| | look back on all the great teams of 2001, the 
Dudleys are one of the only ones that are still 
. g topetier, It’s hard to vote for Benoit and Jericho 
..) when they haven’t teamed in six months,” 
wrote fim 1 Smith a Dearborn, Michigan. 
The Dudley Boyz got a last surge of support following their cage 
match against The Hardy Boyz at Survivor Series, where they unified 
the WCW and WWF tag titles. The Dudleys may not be pretty, but 
they are as effective a team as you'll find. 

“It’s about time you people figured out D-Von and | are the best 
thing going,” Buh Buh Ray said when informed of his victory. “Bring 
on the challengers, and we'll beat em, just like we've always done. 
The Bee dynasty has begun!” 


“| had no idea camouflage could be so sexy,” wrote Mike Damon 


23,118 votes 
First runners-up: On paper, Kane and 
Undertaker look like the most formidable 
tag team ever assembled. Their Summer- 
Slam steel cage match against Dallas 
Page and Chris Kanyon may have been 
the most one-sided cage bout ever. But 
UT and Kane only teamed for a few 
months here and there. Still, just a few 
months of teaming was enough for them 
to garner more than 23,000 votes. 
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18,754 votes 
Second runners-up: Jeff Hardy was 
the hardcore champion. Matt Hardy was 
the European champ. Lita was, well, in 
between Matt and Jeff. The Hardys had 
trouble focusing this year. Still, they 
remained wrestling’s most exciting team. 
They did slip in the voting following their 
loss at Survivor Series. Had they beaten 
the Dudleys, perhaps they'd be winners 
for a second straight year. 
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12,886 votes 
Third runners-up; They'll kick your 
butt for beer money, but they don’t seem 
particularly interested in titles. The 
Acolytes have a bad case of Road War- 
riors disease—that is, they'll win almost 
every match as long as titles are not on 
the line. And when they finally do win the 
belts, they lose their focus. Bradshaw 
and Faaroog need a manager—and we 
don't mean Jacquelyn. 


10, | > (5,668) 
some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a ‘runner-up er include: Mike Awesome & Lance Storm, Chris Benoit & Chris 
Jericho, Charlie and Russ Haas, The Disciples of Synn, The New Heavenly Bodies, Crash & Hardcore Holly, Satoshi Kojima & 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan, and Sean O'Haire & Chuck Palumbo 











N THE PW/ Mid-Year Report, the editors of 
this magazine named Kurt Angle Wrestler 
of the Half-Year. In the “PW/500,” the edi- 
tors of this magazine ranked Angle the num- 
ber-one wrestler in the world. When Angle — 
won the WWF title at Unforgiven, just as voting 
for the year-end Achievement Awards was 
getting underway, we were sure we knew who 
the Wrestler of the Year would be. 

Steve Austin. 

What?! 

Though “Stone-Cold” held the WWF title 
for most of 2001, his being voted Wrestler of 
the Year ranks as a minor upset. After all, 
Austin was the beneficiary of Nick Patrick's 
biased officiating and routinely had the 
Alliance interfere in his matches. He cheated, 
he lied, he ducked challengers—and he's the Wrestler of the 
Year? Well, his supporters make a damn good case for him. 

“Forget for just a minute that Austin was never supposed to be 
able to wrestle again following his spinal injury and just take a look 
at everything he has accomplished this year,” wrote Shawn 
Driscoll of Merced, California. “He won the Royal Rumble. He beat 
The Rock for the WWF title at WrestleMania. He beat both Jericho 


29,248 votes 





and Benoit—two of the greatest technicians 

in the world—in pretty much a two-on-one 

match at King of the Ring. He beat Kurt Angle 
| several times. He successfully defended the 
title against The Rock. He utterly humiliated 
Tazz, the greatest ECW champion there ever 
was. He put the WWF title on the line against 
| Rob Van Dam and Kurt Angle at No Mercy and 
| walked out of the ring with the belt. How could 
Austin not be Wrestler of the Year?” 

With both Rock and Triple-H missing signifi- 
cant stretches of the year, the voting came 
down to a two-horse race between Austin and 
Angle. In the end, it became clear that regard- 
less of whether Austin is cheered or reviled, the 
fans recognize him as one heck of a competitor. 
Fla “| could give a damn about your stupid 
awards," Austin spat when informed of his victory. “But | want you 
to make sure you send copies of that magazine to Angle, The Rock, 
RVD, and anyone else who thinks they have what it takes to bring 
‘Stone-Cold’ down.” 

He may not have been liked throughout the year (though he 
was at the end), but Austin survived the year. And for 28,548 fans, 
that was all it took. 





22,112 votes 
First runner-up: Angle entered 2001 
as the WWF champion. He became the 
most popular wrestler in the federation 
over the summer and briefly held the 
WCW World title. In the fall, he briefly 
held the WWF World title and the WCW 
U.S. title. Angle may have been done in 
by the brief slump he went into following 
WrestleMania. While Austin was defend- 
ing the title against Jericho and Benoit, 
he was feuding with Shane McMahon. 
That and his many tums cost him, 


17,754 votes 
Second runner-up: The fact that 
Rock managed to capture more than 
18,000 votes despite sitting on the side- 
lines for more than three months is tes- 
tament to the kind of year the people's 
champ had. Rock has dominated the 
WCW title picture, but that title has been 
relegated to secondary status these 
days. The people want to vote for “The 
Great One,” but in 2001, he didn't get 
quite enough opportunities to show just 
how woe he is. 
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15,886 votes 
Third runner-up: It took 10 years for 
Rob Van Dam to become an overnight 
sensation. Now Van Dam is poised to 
become the WWF's next breakout star. If 
he can keep his momentum going and 
avoid falling victim to backstage politics 
or silly feuds, RVD could very well win 
this award next year. He injected some 
excitement into the WWF title picture 
and somehow managed to bring stability 
to the hardcore title. That in itself is 
amazing. 


668) 
Some of the top vote-getters who did not mantis a runner-up spot include: T ooaker T, Chris Jericho, Kane, Mitsuharu Misawa, 
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Keiji Muto, Rhyno, and The Undertaker, 
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ET A GROUP of old-time wrestling people together, and lis- 
ten to the stories fly. Without fall, many of them would be 
about one of the best men to have never captured a world 
title, Johnny Valentine. 

One of the all-time great stories details how a crooked promoter 
recruited Valentine to work a series of dates in South America. The 
promoter stranded Valentine, and he had to literally wrestle his way 
back through South America, and Central America to finance his trip 
back to the United States 

There are some witnesses to these Valentine legends, including 
his wife, Sharon. Long-time fans will remember his intense feud with 
Wahoo McDaniel, which was responsible for the Se sl of Jim 
Crockett Promotions in the Mid-Atlantic 
area during the early-1970s, During one 
particular match, Valentine was on all 
fours, with the knuckles of his fingers | 7) 
bent on the mat. McDaniel, probably as- [> 7 
suming Valentine's fingers were fullyex- | 
tended, stomped on hishand. Theheavyy | 
stomp broke all of Valentine's fingers, | — 
and, even worse, an errant plece of | 
leather on McDaniel’s boot severed two | 
of the fingers. nf 

Valentine simply tucked his hand un- | 
der his arm, with blood spurting every 
time his heart took a beat. Meanwhile,a | 
trainer ran into the ring, grabbed Valen- | — 
tine's misplaced fingers, and stored | 
them in a cup of ice. Valentine and Mc- | 
Daniel chopped it out for 10 more min- | 
utes before the match was over, An am- | 
bulance rushed Valentine to the hospital, | 
where the fingers were reattached. Val- | 
entine found a couple of metal clamps, |} 
which he attached to his fingers for addi- = 
tional support, before stepping back into the ring the folowing day. 

“There was another time when a fan hit him with a metal chair,” 
recalled Sharon. “It broke his orbital bone, and his eye came out on 
his cheek. They put a towel and hood over his head and rushed him 
to the hospital. John held my hand for the entire trip. | leamed early 
on how brutal the business could be. Watching John endure that 
kind of punishment tore out my stomach sometimes, but | knew how 
much he loved the business.” 

The Washington native, whose real name was John Wisniski, 
adopted his sumame from a character on a radio program named 
Detective Valentine. Eventually, Wisniski had his name legally 
changed to Valentine. His career began in 1947, and his big break 
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JOHNNY VALENTINE 


came in a feud with U.S. champion Buddy Rogers. That feud pitted 
Valentine's atomic skullcrusher—actually a killer-sounding flying 
elbowsmash—against Rogers’ figure-four leglock. Valentine was a 
dominant TV champion at the time. Sometimes Valentine was the 
hero, sometimes the villain. 

Valentine captured the WWWF U.S. tag team title three times and 
versions of the U.S, heavyweight championship in Toronto, Detroit, 
and the Mid-Atlantic, He held numerous regional titles throughout the 
late-1960s and, by the time he was in his mid-40s, was still battling 
the top stars of the day, including Paul Jones, the Funk brothers, and 
the Brisco brothers. 

Unfortunately, Valentine didn’t know his life would radically 

- » change when he, Ric Flair, Tim Woods, 
»)| Bob Bruggers, and David Crockett board- 
ed a Cessna 310 on October 4, 1975. The 

">| small twin-engine plane ran out of fuel 
-)) and crashed only three miles from New 

)) Hanover Airport in Wilmington, North 
Carolina. The pilot went into a coma and 
died six weeks later. Woods and Crockett 
escaped with minor injuries, and Brug- 
gers suffered a career-ending ankle in- 
jury. Flair broke his back. Of those who 
survived, Valentine suffered the worst 
injuries: a broken hand and foot, and a 
| back broken in three places. 

y The wrestling great spent the next 26 
| years using wheelchairs, walkers, and 
| braces, but Sharon, Valentine's second 
') wife, testifies that he was satisfied with 
|} his life, despite his forced exile from the 
| business. He enjoyed watching the car- 
eer of his son, Greg, blossom throughout 
the 1970s and ‘80s, In fact, he respected 
) the achievements of his entire family, 
including sons, daughters, and grandchildren. He even got to know a 
great-grandchild. 

Valentine suffered intemal injuries in 2000, the result of a fall at his 
home in River Oaks, Texas. He died in a nursing home eight months 
later, on April 24, 2001. It was the birthday of his friend, Lou Thesz. 

“John always said that if it weren't for the fans, there wouldn't 
be a business,” Sharon told PW after being informed that we had 
selected her husband as the posthumous recipient of the 2001 
Editors’ Award. “He said that if only two people show up for an 
event, then you should give all you have to those two people. John 
believed in doing his best all the time.” 

And Valentine's best was good enough for all of us. 


a 





Once again we have asked our readers to create their own 
awards and name the person, organization, etc. most deserving of 
those awards. It's our annual showcase of our fans’ creativity, our 
way of dubiously honoring those involved with our favorite sport 





And | Thought Thunder Was Bad: WWF 
Excess 
—tChiris Lewis, Manchester, KY 


And Then There Was One: The WWF 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


A Sure Sign Of Acid Reflux Disease: 
Tajiri's green mist 
—Jesse Miller, Carthage, MO 


At Least It Wasn't Barry Windham: Dal- 
las Page is revealed as the stalker 

—Thomas Shaw, 

secondtuenon_220@hotmail.com 


HeuriTOe ter: Buff Bagwell in the 


Austin 3:17 Says, “I Just | 
Kissed McMahon's Ass!”: 
Steve Austin 
—John Womack, 
Philadelphia, PA 


Best Independent Show: | 
Brian Pillman Memorial 

—James Price, 

Walton, IN @ 


Between The Three Of 
Them, It's Hard To Tell 
Which One Is The Bigger 
Boob: Stephanie Mc- 
Mahon-Helmsley and her 

implants 
—Dave Whitaker, 
Danville, GA 


Biggest Bomb Since Glit- 


WWF 
—Anthony Decker, 
Narrows, KY 


Biggest Sucka This Side Of Dum 
Dums: Booker T 
—Jeremy Mocherman, Norfolk, VA 


Biggest Underachiever Since Lex Luger: 
Chris Jericho 
—Zacc Autry, Pinedale, CA 


Bring Them Both Back To The An- 
nouncers Table: Jerry Lawler and Bobby 
Heenan 

—KKen Partridge Jr., Birmingham, AL 





Buddy, Can You Spare A Million Dol- 
lars?: ECW 
—ARich Poirier, Danbury, CT 


But, Honey, | Quit My Job For You: Jerry 
Lawler 
—RHich Poirier, Danbury, CT 


By The Time His Time Warner Contract 
Expires, He'll Be O/dberg: Bill Goldberg 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 
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Cake For Breakfast, Cake For Lunch, 
Cake For Dinner: The Undertaker 
—Jesse Miller, Carthage, MO 


Celebrity Spokeswoman For Bloussant: 
Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley 
—Bairy Boudreaux, Houma, LA 


Deadman Stink: The Undertaker 
—Hich Poirier, Danbury, CT 


— OO —— 
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Does My Ass Look Big In These Pants?: 
Rikishi 
—Ken Partridge Jr., Birmingham, AL 


Does This Mean | Can Dress Up Like 
Eminem?: Lazz 
—Barry Boudreaux, Houma, LA 


Do Your Boobs Hang Low, Do They Wob- 
ble To And Fro, Can You Tie ‘Em In A 
Knot, Can You Tie ‘Em In A Bow?: Steph- 
anie McMahon-Helmsley 

—vJesse Miller, Carthage, MO 
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Dresses As Hannibal Lecter For Hallow- 
een: Kane 
—Anthony Decker, Narrows, KY 


Dresses As Kane For Halloween: Han- 
nibal Lecter 
—Anthony Decker, Narrows, KY 


Dumb And Dumber: Torrie Wilson & 
Stacy Keibler 
—Jesse Miller, Carthage, MO 


Even If He Offered To Work For Free, 
He'd Be Overpricing Himself: Lex 
Luger 
—Thomas Shaw, 
secondtuenon_220@hotmail.com 


FAA-Approved Floatation Device: 
Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley 
—Brian Tomes, Locust Gap, PA 
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From Zero To... Uh, Well... He’s Still 
A Zero: X-Pac 
—Ben Foster, Dedham, MA 


Going To Need One Himself Soon: The 
Undertaker 
—Brian Tomes, Locust Gap, PA 


Greatest Star Who Has To Be Seen To 
Be Believed: Brock Lesnar 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


Had To Keep Checking To See If | Acci- 
dentally Switched To The Playboy 
Channel: Torrie Wilson and Vince Mc- 
Mahon 

—Ken Sawicki, Lethbridge, Alberta 


Harder To Find These Days Than A 
Four-Leaf Clover: Ken Shamrock 
—Andy Boccacino, Rochester, NY 


Have You Seen My Kitty?: Jerry Lawler 
—Gary Teeter, Rosedale, MD 





He Got His Medals From Chris Benoit 
The Milky Way, But All He Heard Were 
Snickers: Kurt Angle 

—Barry Boudreaux, Houma, LA 





He May Be “The One,” But He’s Still An 
Ass To Me: Billy Gunn 
—VJesse Miller, Carthage, MO 


He Probably Hides Copies Of Hustler 
Under His Pillow: L. Brent Bozell Ill 
—Barry Boudreaux, Houma, LA 


Her Favorite Little Rascals Character 
Was Spanky: Trish Stratus 
—Tom Smail, Lake Hiawatha, NJ 


Her T & Als Much Better Than Her Old 
Tag Team: Trish Stratus 
— Shawn Roberto, Lower Burrell, PA 


He's Dressing Like The Brooklyn Brawler 
Now: Vince Russo 
—Barry Boudreaux, Houma, LA 


He Should Work For The CIA: Shawn 
Stasiak 
—Anthony Decker, Narrows, KY 


He's Overrated, Overhyped, And Yellow, 
So Why All The Fuss?: Bill Goldberg 
—Leon Porter, Charlotte, NC 
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He's Waiting For His Secret Decoder Ring To 
Come In The Mail: Hurricane Helms 
—Anthony Decker, Narrows, KY 





He’s Yelling, “Gore! Gore! Gore!” 
Every Time Rhyno And Stephanie Are 
In The Same Room Together: Paul 
Heyman 

—Barry Boudreaux, Houma, LA 


He Wants To Be Like Carson Daly, 

But He Acts Like Johnny Knoxville: 

Rory Fox 
—Barry Boudreaux, Houma, LA 


Hey, Aren't You That Fat Guy From 
ECW?: Raven 
—James Price, Walton, IN | 


His Career Got Hit By One: Hurricane 


helms 
—Greg McNeal, Huntingdon, PA 


| Didn't Know Danny DeVito Was A 
Wrestler?: Tazz 
—vJesse Miller, Carthage, MO 


Make This Neat Hat: Scott Steiner 
—Lester Junior, Heflin, AL 


lf He Can Get Torrie Wilson, 
Anyone Can: Tajiri 
—Alex Aloise, Burke, VA 


lf He Was In The WWF 10 Years 

Ago, He Would Have Been The 

Third Natural Disaster: Hurri- 
cane Helms 

—Shawn Roberto, 

Lower Burrell, PA 


|! Guess FTW Now Stands For 
Full-Time Whipping-boy: Tazz 

| — Thomas Shaw, 
7 secondtuenon_220@hotmail.com 


| Guess He Never Read Dale Car- 

negie’s How To Win Friends And 

Influence People; Butf Bagwell 
—Dave Whitaker, Danville, GA 


In Like A Lion, Out Like A Lamb: 

| ECW 

—William Wright lil, 
Pearl City, HI 








| | Guess She Doesn't Trust Her Car's 
| Drank All This Beer Just So | Could Beir Sis en ey Meelis clic ls4 


—<Carl Foster Jr., Wichita, KS 





In The Midnight Hour, He Cries, “Gore! 
Gore! Gore!": Paul Heyman 
—Anthony Decker, Narrows, KY 


It's Just Not The Same Without Mark 
Madden: Booker T's spinnerooni 
—rian Tomes, Locust Gap, PA 


It's Passed Around More Than Stephanie 
McMahon-Helmsley At A Keg Party: The 
WCW World title 

—Anthony Decker, Narrows, KY 


| Went Out For Popcorn And | Missed 
Him: The Rock in The Mummy Retums 
—Hich Poirier, Danbury, CT 


| Won This Award For What? For Being 
Annoying: Steve Austin 
—John Siget lil, Rochester, PA 


Just So-So: Justin Credible 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


Marry Me, Please!: Francine 
—2Leon Porter, Charlotte, NC 
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Missy Hyatt Award For Best New Chest: 
stephanie McMahon-Helmsley 
—WMarty Kibler, Greensboro, MD 


More Hospital Visits Than An Episode Of 
ER: WWF's roster in 2001 
—Kevin Dem, Edgewood, KY 


More Identities Than Ray Traylor: Shane 
Helms 
—zeon Porter, Charlotte, NC 


More Refreshing Than Mentos: Rob Van 
Dam 
—Jesse Miller, Carthage, MO 


Most Overpaid Unemployed Guy: Bill 
Goldberg 
—RHich Poirier, Danbury, CT 


Most Promising New Tag Team: Steph- 
anie McMahon-Helmsley 
—Zacc Autry, Pinedale, CA 
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Most Useless Items Since Kojak’s Comb: 
WCW titles 
—Lester Junior, Heflin, AL 


Must Have Voted For Gore! Gore! Gore!: 


Rhyno 
—Andy Boccacino, Rochester, NY 
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My Cups Runneth Over: Steph- 
anie McMahon-Helmsley 

—VJolin Womack, 

Philadelphia, PA 


Nice Shirts ... Did You Buy 
Them At A Garage Sale?: WCW jy 
referees 
—VJoseph Piro, 
Jersey City, NJ 


Now We Know Why The Un- 
dertaker Kept Her At Home All 
These Years: Sara 

—dJesse Miller, Carthage, MO 


Okay, Class, Now Punch, Kick 
Your Heel Back, And Punch, | 
Kick ...: Chuck Palumbo 

—dJesse Miller, Carthage, MO | 


One Of The Best Things About i 

The WWF's Takeover Of WCW: (@ 
No more Goldberg 

—Ken Sawicki, 

Lethbridge, Alberta 


Only Thing He Is Lethal To Is 
The Ratings: Steve Blackman 
—hris Proffitt, Jacksonville, IL 


Out Of A J.0.B. Squad: Gangrel, Road 
Dogg, Chyna, and Grandmaster Sexay 
—Andy Boccacino, Rochester, NY 


Proof That Vince Russo Is Working For 
The WWF: Moppy 
—1eon Porter, Charlotte, NC 


Queen Lives: Christian's theme music 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


Returned To His Old Job As The Goodyear 
Blimp: Mark Madden 
—Barry Boudreaux, Houma, LA 


Sab-Who?: Sabu 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


Separated At Birth: William Regal and 
Barry Manilow 
—Joseph Piro, Jersey City, NJ 





She Must Have Robbed An Athletic 
Supply Store, Because | Swear She 
Has Two Basketballs Stuffed Under 
Her Shirt: Stephanie McMahon-Helms- 
ley 

—Andy Boccacino, Rochester, NY 


She Sure Doesn’t Look Like An Elf: 
Stacy Keibler 
—William Wright III, Pearl City, HI 


Should Have Changed Its Initials To 
1.0.U.; ECW 

—Thomas Shaw, 

secondtuenon_220@hotmail.com 


Simply The Breast: Stephanie Mc- 
Mahon-Helmsley 
—Leon Porter, Charlotte, NC 


Still A Diva Who’s Hot, Whether Cen- 
sored Or Not: Ivory 
—Tom Smail, Lake Hiawatha, NJ 





Still Chronically Bad: Kronik 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


That Will Leave An Aftertaste: William 
Regal kisses Vince McMahon's butt 
—kKris Faris, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 


The Bud And Kelly Bundy Of Professional 
Wrestling: Shane and Stephanie McMahon 
—Jim Bradley, Jackson, NJ 


The Chyna 2000 Award For Best Use Of A 
Set Of Implants: Stephanie McMahon- 
Helmsley 

—ris Faris, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 


The Question Isn't Why Was He Fired, But 
Why Was He Hired In The First Place?: 
Buff Bagwell 

—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


The Saddest Example Of Why You 

Shouldn’t Drink From The Ohio River And 

Then Have Children: Kenny Bolin 
—Anthony Decker, Narrows, KY 
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The Tori Spelling Of Wrestling: 
Stephanie McMahon-Helmsiey 
—Barry Boudreaux, Los 


Houma, LA fiae *y 
Two Fools: Brian Christopher LS \) 
and Jerry Lawler 


—Kevin Dem, Edgewood, KY} EZ 


Vince McMahon Wasn't The yg 
Only One Who Bought The | 

Competition: PW/ 
—Sam Medina, San Jose, CA 


Weren't You The Star Of The 
Wonder Years?: Shane Mc- 
Mahon 

—Jesse Miller, Carthage, MO 


What If Al Gore And Groundskeeper 
Willie Had A Love Child: L. Brent Bozell Ill 
—Barry Boudreaux, Houma, LA 


What Looks Like Sable, Acts Like Sable, 
Tums Against Wrestling Like Sable, And 
Vanishes Like Sable?: Chyna 

—Jesse Miller, Carthage, MO 
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Who Better Than Kanyon?: Funaki 
—Alex Aloise, Burke, VA 


Who Would Have Thought That He’d 
Need Rogaine: Paul Heyman 
—Geoff Johnson, Plymouth, MI 


Will Someone Please Send Him 
Some Kryptonite: Hurricane 
Helms 

—Tom Smail, Lake Hiawatha, NJ 


Wonder If Pepe Was Waiting In The 
Woodchipper: Moppy meets an 
untimely death 

—Barry Boudreaux, Houma, LA 


Worst Superhero Since Howard The 
Duck: Hurricane Helms 
—Lester Junior, Heflin, AL 


You Did What For A Woman?: Jerry 
Lawler 
—James Price, Walton, IN 


' You're Making Me Hate You: “Dia- 
mond” Dallas Page 
— James Price, Walton, IN 


You Say He Lost Weight? Well, | 
Think He Found It Again: The Big 
Show 

—Rich Poirier, Danbury, CT 
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Jeff Hardy will break out, and Matt Har- 
dy will fade out ... Rob Van Dam will finally 
win a world title ... Chris Jericho will be- 
come a main-event mainstay ... Shawn 
Michaels will retum ... Bill Goldberg will 
not ... Ken Shamrock will return to feud 
with Kurt Angle ... “Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin will lose much of his fan base ... 
Chuck Palumbo and Sean O'Haire will be- 
come the top tag team in the business ... 
Kaientai will win the WWF tag team title ... 
| will end up being wrong about my last pre- 
diction. 

—Ken Partridge Jr., Birmingham, AL 


Abdullah the Butcher will try to curb his 
violent tendencies by attacking his opponents 
with a spoon ... The WWF, WCW, and ECW 
will split into three separate promotions with 
different TV shows run by three different 
McMahons ... Virtually all of the big-name 
stars will sign with the WWF, with the notable 
exception of Bill Goldberg, who will continue 
his paid vacation from Time Wamer ... The 
WWF will finally figure out how to run a light 
heavyweight/cruiserweight division by hav- 
ing New Japan Pro Wrestling book it ... In 
the shocker of the year, The Rock will acci- 
dentally have his strudel in some pie when 
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What do our readers think will happen in the world of profession- 
al wrestling during the next 12 months? Once again we asked 
them, and as usual, our armchair prophets came through with 
some bizarre ideas. Will anyone’s 2002 predictions come true? 
Check this issue next year to find out! 


he signs a deal with Reese's for his pieces 
... Chris Benoit will retum with a personality 
... Ken Shamrock will have Kurt Angle 
arrested for stealing his finishing move. 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


Triple-H will win the Royal Rumble and 
go on to beat Steve Austin for the WWF title 
at WrestleMania X-8 ... Rob Van Dam will 
win the WWF title from Triple-H at Summer- 
slam ... Chris Benoit will be WWF World 
champion by year's end ... Chris Jericho 
will win the WCW World title ... Scott Hall, 
Kevin Nash, and Scott Steiner will re-form 
NWO Wolfpac in the WF ... Francine will 
enter the WWF and challenge Stephanie 
McMahon-Helmsley to a “Queen Of Ex- 
treme” match ... Edge will hold the WWF 
Intercontinental title for most of the year ... 
X-Pac will still suck ... Pepper Parks will 
retire from wrestling to become a Dallas 
Cowboys cheerleader. 

—1Tim Applegate, Dayton, OH 


Scott Hall and Kevin Nash will re-form 
the NWO with X-Pac, Triple-H, Shawn 
Michaels, Justin Credible, and Albert ... 
The Hardy Boyz will finally break up be- 
cause of Lita and feud for most of the year 


... Buff Bagwell will come back and tell 
everyone he deserves to be a world champi- 
on ... Jim Ross will challenge Paul Hey- 
man to a match on Raw and beat him with a 
stunner ,.. Trish Stratus will win the wom- 
en's title again ... Stacy Keibler will finally 
have her baby, and it will be the left hand to 
match Mae Young's right hand ... Hurri- 
cane Helms will form the Hurro League with 
Mighty Molly, Nova, Shawn Stasiak, Blue 
Meanie, and Stevie Richards ... Scott 
Steiner will retum to the WWF, and on his 
first night, he'll put Linda McMahon in the 
Steiner recliner until he get gets a world title 
shot ... Steve Blackman, Lance Storm, 
Chris Benoit, and Dean Malenko will com- 
pete in the first ever “First One To Smile 
Loses” match. 


—David Larrick, Ambridge, PA 


Vince McMahon will donate his portion 
of the WWF to Shane and Stephanie, and 
he and Steve Austin will set sail around the 
world, never to be heard from again ... 
Booker T will admit that he is the love child 
of Buckwheat and Aunt Jemima ... Wres- 
tleMania 2002 will feature a “From Beyond” 
celebrity match pitting John Lennon against 
George Harrison ... Pat Patterson will win 











the first-ever WWF transgender champi- 
onship while wearing the infamous poop 
stained underwear he wore in a stinkface 
match a few years ago ... The WWF divas 
will suddenly lose all their clothes simultane- 
ously in the ring on Raw, and the crowd will 
chant, “Bor-ing!" Jerry Lawler will have a 
massive stroke and be carted from the 
arena while mumbling something about 
puppies ... Hulk Hogan will finally retum to 
the WWF and no one will remember him ... 
The world will finally see Brandi Mankie- 
wicz sharing a happy family-type meal with 
Matt Brock, her uncle. 

—WDavid A. Poirier, DAP1313@aol.com 


The XWF will go the way of the XFL and 
become an X-league ... It will be revealed 
that Stephanie McMahon is Ric Flair's 
daughter, and Vince McMahon and Steph- 
anie will go on to have wrestling’s first 
quasi-incest storyline ... Rob Van Dam will 
inadvertently injure more wrestlers than 
Ahmed Johnson due to sloppy ring work 
... The Rock and Steve Austin will team 
with Jimmy Buffett to sing “America The 
Beautiful" at WrestleMania X-8 ... Dennis 
Coraluzzo will rise from the grave and lead 
an army of darkness—wait, didn't he al- 
ready do that with the “ECW Invasion” an- 
gle? Never mind ... The Hardy Boyz will 
break up, no one will care for Hardy vs. 
Hardy matches, and Vince McMahon will 
go the whole year wondering why their 
matches aren't drawing .,. Speaking of 
which, Edge will continue to suck as a sin- 
gles star, while Christian will be revealed to 





be Abe “Knuckleball” Schwartz’ long-lost 
son. Edge and Christian will go on to domi- 
nate the tag team rankings in the XWF, 
where old is new and no one gives a damn 
... Stephanie McMahon will pose for Play- 
boy, quit the WWF, and change her name to 
“Steph.” She'll linger in obscurity until hook- 
ing up with the XWF, where her fame and 
fortune will actually take greater hits than 
when she was in obscurity ... Taka Michi- 
noku will be WWF Worid champion, proving 
once and for all that anything can hap- 
pen in the WWF ... Jim Duggan and 
Lance Storm will reunite as a highly 
popular tag team. Unfortunately, it'll be 

as the janitors at a Combat Zone Wres- 
tling show. While they won't actually 
wrestle, the bathrooms will be clean ... 
Big Vito will return to Shipmates, this 
time hooking up with The Fabulous 
Moolah. Their three-day cruise will be 
interrupted by Jim Neidhart, who is still 
awaiting his kiss from Moolah from the 
WWF's version of The Mating Game, cir- 

Ca 1985 ... Vince Russo will retum to 
the WWF to much fanfare. Unfortunately, | 
after his self-booked main event win | 
over The Rock for the WWF title tanks, 
he'll be sent down to the Heartland Wres- 
tling Association developmental territory. 
He'll eventually book himself a win over 
Maven for the HWA title ... After failing 

to secure the services of Shawn Mi- 
chaels for the WrestleMania main event, 
Vince McMahon will wrestle his own ass 

... Tommy Rogers will manage The lat- 

est incamation of The Fantastics, con- | 





(hase 








sisting of Val Venis and Mark Henry ... Sid 
Vicious will retum to the ring and re-enter 
the WWF. This will prove the theory that 
Vince McMahon only bought WCW to obtain 
the horrifically gross footage of Sid breaking 
his leg. Vince will release it on DVD as part 
of the WWF Bloopers, Bleeps, And Bungles 
collection. It will supplant Faces Of Death 85: 
The New Generation as the top teen movie 
rental of the year. 

—Hank Abbott, Lonaview, TX 
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HE'S THE ROCK, STEVE AUSTIN, & ROB VAN DAM ROLLED INTO ONE...HE’S THE GRANDEST WIZARD! 





—MICHAEL JORDAN! 


| PREMIERE \ 


PRESENTS 
a tribute to the 
greatest athlete 
of all-time, 
MICHAEL JORDAN! 


This full-color, 84-page collector's edition traces the career of this 
true American icon from his brilliant collegiate days at North 
Carolina to his six NBA championships, two Olympic gold medals, 
and two successful retums from retirement. 


“Welcome Back Michael” includes all this and more: 
© The inside story of MJ's latest comeback 
e Career stats and records 
e Matchups with the NBA's stars 
¢ Dazzling color photography 





WLU 


Available for a limited time only. Order today! 


9, Clip Coupon and Send to: London Publishing Co., P.O. Box 910, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


_] Please send me WELCOME BACK MICHAEL. 
| am enclosing $5.99 per copy (plus $2 postage and handling) as payment in full for each issue. 


Please indicate method of payment: 





| YOUR NAME 
(| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
LJ VISA () MasterCard ADDRESS = 
<. —— SS ____ CITY_ STATE ZIP | 
| 
Expiration Date: — = | 
MO/TR For all orders outside the U.S, and Canada, you must add $1 for every copy to be delivered 
; by surface mail or $2 for every copy to be deliverad by airmail, International money orders 
Signature: 


in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery, 


5781/11-01/de 
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Feud alert! Feud alert! We have the lowdown | 


on the biggest showdowns of 2002! 
TRIPLE-H vs. STEVE AUSTIN, ERIC 


BISCHOFF vs. VINCE McMAHON, RVD vs. 


CHRIS BENOIT, THE ROCK vs. KURT 
ANGLE, and THE DUDLEY BOYZ vs. THE 
OUTSIDERS—these are the wars to watch 
for! ... Don’t miss our 2001 report cards for 

10 of the sport's top stars ... What does 

STACY KEIBLER mean when she says 

she'll change how we all look at women’s 
wrestling forever? Check out a memorable 
“Hotseat” with “The Duchess Of Dudleyville”! 


All this—and much more—in the April 2002 
issue of Inside Wrestling 
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The WCW/ECW invasion of the WWF didn’t 
turn out as exciting as we all hoped it would. 
What happens if SCOTT HALL and KEVIN 
NASH crash the party, and it sure looks like 
they will! Could be the NEW WORLD 
ORDER all over again! What fun that would 
be ... See if you agree with our predictions 
for 2002 for 30 of the sport's biggest stars ... 
We all Know how valuable STEVE AUSTIN 
and KURT ANGLE are to the WWF, but the 
probably don’t even realize why they need 
each other so bad. These two arch-enemies 
cannot afford to destroy each other! 


All this—and much more—in the March 2002 
issue of The Wrestler 





RSS BACK ISSULS OF eras 





Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER! Complete your collection of the 
most respected wrestling publication in the world! 
Supplies are limited, so don’t delay—order today! 





Dec, 197E: The Injury Andre The Glant Must Keep 
Secre}, Also: Stackjack Mulligan, Beco & Spoiler, 
Ding Brave, Dick Murdoch, Tully Blanchard, Victor 
fivera, Heenan A Bockwinkel, Mocky Johnson, Race- 
Funk 

March 1979: Backlund vs. Ladd: Did Grono’s 
“tnterterence” Coal Ladd The WWWE Tille? Also: 
Asgeg Mosca Dick Murdoch, Peter Marea, Bop Orion 
Jt, Bockwintel-Ahodes, Brigco-Race, Crusher 
Beak, Lewe+T, Fue 

May 1979: Pac! Jones-Rich Steambost Feed: Whe 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jace Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnion-King, Lanza-Mulligan, Chie? Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera 

duty 1979: Ernie Ladd's Claim: “Mr, Wrestling I! Uses 
A Loaded Mask!" Also: Backlund-Race, Andre-Eaner, 
Bruno Sammartino, Nick Bockwinkel, Dick Slater, 
Sonny King, Valiants, Stan Hansen 

Sept. 1979: A New—And Deadly—Feud For Aick 
Steamboat. Atsa: Roddy Piper, Superstar Graham, 
Backund-Brower, Cyclone Negro, Greg Gagne, The 
Bruiser-Brody, Ding Bravo, Mil Mascaras Hatatih 
Arad 

April 1980: Did Ken Patera Desiroy Dusty Abodes’ 
Bionic Eltow? Also Terry Fett. favs Vou Ench 
Defiase-Bariiond Bottini! A Heeran. Bate-Race 
Mr. Wresiiing |! Youngbiacd A Stesrmast 

Aug. 1980; The Aeiga Of Bloodshed Begins: Sievers 
4 Valentina Win The NWA Tag Team Title! Also- 
Kerry Von Erich, Backlund A Skaaland, Nick 
Bockwinkel, Zbyazko-Bruno, KelrnieMuraco, Samoans, 
Wresting Hl-ldol 

dung 1981; Bruno Sammarting; "| Want To Break 
Stan Hangen's Neck!" Also. Ted [iBiase, Garea & 
Martel, Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper- 
Superstar, Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich 

Sept. 1980: Why Ersie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Baling Vout King.” Alto Flick Steambost, Mas Dog 
Vachon. Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny 
rerrancer, Bom Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 
Oct. 1980: Kevin Von Erich Wins The Missouri Title 
From Kevin Von Erich! Also: Mr. Wrestling ll, Pedro 
Morales, Superstar Graham, Dosty Abodes, Idol-Race, 
Rick MeCiraw 

Feb, 1981: Larry Zbyrrko's Claim: “Tony Garea 
Begged Ma Nol To Hurt Him!” Also. The Grappler, 
Asce-Palera, Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Ahodes, 
Gilberts, Mr. Wrestling |, Bravo-Bockwinke! 

Oct, 1081: ln The Funk Family Al War? Why Terry 
Funk And Dory Funk Jr, Were Forced To Wrestle 
Also: Backlund -Patterson-Mosca, Harley Face, Anodes 
Khan. Kevin Sullvan, Flait-Patera, Verne Gagne. 

Jan, 1982: Rich ve. Matked Superstar: Can Tommy 
Rich Survive As Georgia's Last Hero? Also Kiwis, 
Bockwinkel-Atlas, Mascaras-Stoamboat, Sullivan- 
Taylor, Bruno Samimarting 

March 1982: U.S. Champlon Slaughter vs. Former 
NWA Champion Race: How Harley Race’s Attempt To 
Wie An “Eazy” Title Ended In Disaster. Aisa: Jimmy 
Snuka, Flair-idel, Steve Mein, Staamboat-Fatteraon 
Fu Albang-Sato, Brung Sammarting Jr. Brevser- 
Sean 

Aag. 1982: Nick Sockwiskel: “Tommy Rich is Teo 
Stupid Te Be Champion!” Also: Putski-Agonis, 
Bepcateck Mulligan J, Roddy Piper, Rick Steambozt. 
Linwier-Xautman, Mike Graham 

April 1982; How Jack Brisco Controle Alc Flair's 
Champlonship Destiny, Also Tito Santana, Valentne- 
Atlas, Bob Roop, Armstrengs, John Studd, Erie Embry, 
dune 1982: Ale Flalr ve. Aleck Steamboat; How The 
NWA Bolt Strangled Wrestiing's Greatest Friendship. 
Also. Piper-Armstrong, Hudeein Arab, Bruno 
Sammartino, Ades & Vertura, Buich Reed 

duly 1682; Harley Race—His Destiny ls tn The Hands 
Of Tommy Alek. Also: Rick Steamboat. Chief Lay 
Stronghow, Gurr Sawyer, Fic Rar, Roddy Prey. 

Sept. 1982: Derty Abodes Aeterna To Florida: The 
Tragic Comebact That Should Mot Have Happened. 
Also’ Manny Fernandez, Armetrong-Piper, Biegsie- 
Mulgan, Japan. Bochwinksl-Mogan 

Nov. 1982: Clash OF The Titana—Sackiond va. Flair: 
Who's Better? Also. Roddy Piper, Gagne A Srunzell, 
Puts) & Snuka, Brian Blwr 

Dec, 1982; Morales vi, Snuka; Does Pedro Deserve 
To Be Infareoniinenta) Champlan? Also: Bob Orton Jr, 
Kamrul Rich & Anodes, Barry Windham, Ted DiBiasa, 
J¥D-Beckwitket. Civar Humperdink. 





dan, 1983. ban Puli) Homilistes Cowboy Bob Orion: 
Can The Grand Wisard Pick Up The Pieces? Also 
Barty Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Aich, Nick 
Bookwinkel, Mai Vourghlood-Steamboat, Fabulous 


Kangaroos 

Feb, 1083: Exclusive Cowerage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regalied The AWA Title From Otte Wanz. Also 
Backyad-Graham, Aich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, 
Martel 4 Caren, MeQlornee! & Piper, Marratz 

May 198): Whal Will Hagges Whea The Samoan 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Low Albano? Also 
Torunty Rich, Terry Alen, Edd Gilbert, Kerry-Rlace 
Ladd & Ahodet, Pluc-Orodortl 

June 1083; Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champlon Be Allowed To Choose 
Hit Challengers? Aldo: ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, 
Kerry Von Erich, André-Karmala, Brazil-Valanting, 
Gagnes-Martal 

July 1983: Ale Fluir; “) Wrestle The Men Backlund la 
Afraid Of," Algo: Putiki-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel Heenan 

Sept. 198). Nich Bociwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. Aso 
Braces, Backwel-ery-Race, Pauw Gheneg, Metgar 
& Wired 


] Nov, 10%: Target—Hlariey Rage! Can Desty Rhodes 


Felfill Mis American Organ A Third Time? Ags Fico 
Rude, Retundotubult Gagne & Brunzef. Tito Santon 
Vor Ericha-Freaberds 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title Was 
Stolen From Ml) Mascaras, Also: Roddy Piper, Larry 
Zbyatko, Ding Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & 
Suna, 

March 1984: is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmall The 
WWF? Also: Wayne 4 Sawyer, Hoga-Race. David Von 
Erich, Jessa Ventura 

duly 104: Torry Rich ba Back! And He Owes It Al) 


| To The fens Aja Velart-foges, Fic Fler, Mike Vor | 


Erich Gay Jack 

Avg, 1954: Garvin vi, Roberts: “Hangs Of Stone” 
Crushes “The Snake.” Also. Freebirds-Devestaton 
inc, Sawyer-Sullvar, Laeler & Dillon, Mciiacial-Race 


} Sopl, 1004: Kerry Von Erich Wins The RWA World 


Tithe: For David ... For Tera .., For Wrestling! Aso 
Read Warnors-lundy A Superstar, Johnson & Attes- 
Piper & Orndorft, Bihy Juck-Sawyer 

Wow. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Melson Challenge 


| Match: Billy Jack Gets Revenge Against Superstar 
| Graham, Aa Poer-Hogan, Heenan 4& Sato, Brody & 


user, Von Eritin 

Dec. 1904; The Tully Blanchard-Alek Steamboal 
Feod: Will Dusty Rhodes End tt... Or Make th Worse? 
Also: Tito Santana, Marte-Atias. D. Funk, Mike Vor 
Erich, Willarns:Taylor 

Jan, 1005: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Flair's NWA 
Tila Within My Grasp.” Algo: Albano & Lauper, 
Kolofis A Kernodlé, Road Warriors, Lawler & Aude, 
Soot McGrved 

Fob. 1985: Greg Valenting Wins Tilo Santana's 
Intercontinental Tita ... Bet Does He Deterve To Be 
Champloa? Also Aone Garvin, Warrione- 
Sheegharders, Fue-Blly Jace, Nita Rott 
April 1985: Sin-Man Alct! Road Warriors & Ellering 
va. Abodes, Aleh, & Anderton. Also: Tonga Alc 
tomorrow Ss Stars, Adams-Kevin, Flalr-Jack. 
Termenatora 

June 1905; Are The WWF Aulebreakers Singling Out 
Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: Zbysrko- 
Backlund, Ahodes-Blanchard, Tommy Aish, Oliver 
Haynes, 

duly 1985: H's A Dog's Life... And Junkyard Dog 
Woulda'l Trade I! With Anyone! Also: Backlund-Martel, 
Kernadie-Koloft, Butch Ape, NWernander & Sunstone 
Mba Graham 

Agg. 1985: Tea Daya Of Blood And Glory. The Road 


| Warriors Invade Jagan! Also Terry Taylor Magen 


TA, Sugsy Moiree, Shee & Volactt-Wedham A 
Aste, 20 arrevertaty 

Oct 105: Dawid Shultz Gots An NWA Title Shot Ric 
Fialr—") Wrestle The Mea Hult Hogan Is Afraid Ot)" 
Aldé: Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Wingham, 
George Steele, Killer Brooks, wrestling greats’ all-time 
top 10, 

June 1008; Kerry Aevoals His Secrat: “I've Told 
Mageaum T.A. How To Boal Ale Flair!” Algo Steve 
Willan, Hogan-Orton, Plar-Bockwinkel, Lax Luger, 
Nov, 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To Badstreat 





U.S.A. The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express ve. The Freebirds. 
Ao: Eddie Guldert. Hogan-Ordortl, Mike Von Erich, 
Milligan: Bag 

Dec, 1086; Alc Flair's NWA Title Reign: Losi Chance 
To Slience The Critics! Also: Niota Kolott, Gitbert & 
Sting, Hogan Piper, Abgultat Adams. Sec Bochirinig 
Jan. 1987: Bobby Heenan's Bitter Cresade To Destroy 
Holt Wogan. Also: Borne A Sawyer, Gorwins, Teo 
(hBurie, Meaty Que Secimes 

Feb. 1007: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum TA 
Neods Your Prayert Now More Than Ever, Aino 
Mobeta- Steamboat Crusher Yurkot, Terty Gordy, 


| Weed! Cooley 


March 1087; Ivan & Khroshchew's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Kolott's Russian Revolution! Asc Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adiag, Savage 
Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation va. The Can-Ame: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Supertewd! Also. Nick 
Bockwenke!, Paul Orndortt, Rhodes A Murdoch, Steve 
Widiarrey 

July 1087: Miery Hyatt Will She Eist And Tell la The 
WWF? Aus (ara Asam Hart foondser ieger & 
Horsemen, \avta-Comemts, Stat Hanger 

Sepl. 1987; Independence Day! Also: Henri: 
Bockweriw, Mart Foengitee. Molots. Bytte Roger: 


| Mowry Wyan 


Ocl, 1087: The Honky Tonk Man Wing The 
intercontinental Title: ls Randy Savage The Fans’ 
Lael Hope, Also: Kerry Von Erich, Kan Patera, Sting- 
Gilbert, Morsemen-Freebirds, Zbyszko-Gagnd. 

Dec. 1007: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Orowned By The 
Now Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawler, 


| Windham-Steinar, Flair-Willlams, Brutus Beefcake, 


Abra Garvin. 
dan, 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Wartlors 


| Will Torn Bad In 19881 Also Kolott-Taylov, Curt 


Pereng, Dugger Difizse 


Fob, 1000: Mic Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Withow! — 


The NWA Beli!* Amo: Kary Vor inch, 2m Cornete 
Hogar Ane, Menmg-Lawier, Terry Taylor 


March 1980: Alter Four Years Ax Champion... Only — 


Hulk Wogan Can Boot Hulk Hogan, Also Warrior 
Demolition, Steve Willams. Luger & Dilton, Calgary 
Torry Gordy 

April 1988 (Special Issue): Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class: Wrestlieg’s Greatest Day! Aso 
Midnight Pockers, Luger-Horseren, Santana A Martol 
Mc Dare Henrig, Booty Exton 

Jone 1000: How Sting's War With Alc Flair Could 
Maks Wim A Horseman! Also: Bobfy Heenan, Martel, 
donk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiGlasa, Nicta Kolot 

Aug. 1088: World Tag Tille Power Shill! Also 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul 
Cilaving, Owen & Bret 

Oct. 1908; The Fantostics Declare: “We Wil) Not 
Share Our Fans With The Aock ‘n’ Roll Exprees!” 
Alo Ahodes-Windham, Curl Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
dan, 1969 The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Title 
Gained! Bet The Midnight Express Meat Still Prove 
Themecives! Also: Top Gues, Hart & Rovgeass, 
Arére-Sawage- Hull, Terry Gordy, Kevin Vor Enct 

Feb. 1989: The Acad Warriors: “Sting, Dusty, & The 
Fans Can Go To Hell!” Also: Wadusa Micrel, Blue 
Blaye’, Wirriar-Hogan, Bigelow-Gondy, Eddie Gilbert 
March 1080; Scared Stiff! “Don'l Say Snake!” Aleo 
deft Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Harewles, Iron Sheik 

April 1989; Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Slop The Onslaught? Also: British Bulldogs. 
Road Warrors-Sting & Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andie, 
Miles Plgtundo 

May 1989: Alek Steamboal—Champlon; Rick 
Steamboa!—Challanger. Which ts Better? Aco. Se 
Views, Qusty Fhodes, SavageHogan, Samcan Swat 
Team, Wend Richter 

dune 1000: Ultimate Warrier's Miszion Impeszible, 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hult Hogan. Asc Ace 
Steamboat, Rick Martel, Larry ZOyszko, Luger- 
Windnartt by Sting, Puc Fix 

July 1009: Ding Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Bont! Also: Flair-Steamdoat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Ellaring, Mechaal Hayes 

Aug. 1080 (Special letue): Supercard Sunday! 
Exclusive Coverage Of WrestleMania ¥ And Clash O! 
Champions Vi, Also: Karry-Embry, Randy Savage. 





Great Mute. Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Alc Flair: Don't 
Wrealle Terry Funk, Also: Demolition, Aoddy Piper, 
Hogan-Zeus, Lary ¢bynrko, Jerry Lawler 

Oct. 1989: Ho Holds Barred) Wogan & Boolcake vs. 
Savage & Lows: An Exclesive Preview & Analysis. 
Also: Enc Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes 
Luger, Art Barr, Bily Jack Haynes 

tigi Wogae ts Scared $10f) Ang Me T A Yoo Enehs. 
figrwin & Hayes, Fae-T Fura, Dust Steet Man. S51 
Slater. 

dan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: Brian 
Pillrman, Aith-Luger, Tuly & Arm, PY, Cho-Hi, Greg 
(lagre 

March 1990; Funk-Fiair: “) Quill—One War Ends, 
Two More Bogin, Also: Nikita Koloff, Survivor Series, 
Steners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Caretta 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness. A'sc: 
Luger-Fiair, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd 
Lomparty 

May 1990: Sting & Ultimate Warrier: Running A 
Parallel Course To Greatsans, Age Vor Encts, Bg 
Boescuan, Pllemaa A Zeee, Mls Mogan, Mare Calous. 
Joly 1990: My 10 Challenges Te Ric Flair, By Ler 
Luger, Ans: Laney Potts. Durty-Savege. Loger-Flar, 
Doom, Tuy Banchard 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior ti: You Can Make it 
Happen, Also: Ene Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry 
Zbyszko, 

Sept. 1990; The Ultimate Worrlor Wimps Oull Why 
He Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan, Also: Billy Jagk 
Haynes, Lex Luger, Doom-Stelners, Tugboat, Kerry: 
Barna 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs, Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Uitimate 
Warner, Ric Rae. Torry Rich, Taorranan Dew, Chea 
Vos Enoch 

Mow. 1990: The Luger-Sting Alvalry: Ready To 
Explode Again! Also: Marley Race, Lewler-Dundes. 
Brutus Baetcake, Henceg-Von Erich, Southern Boys. 
Dec. 1990 (Special terve)}: SummerSlam! Exclesive 
Full-Color Coverage! Alco: Stan Hansen, Arn 
Anderson, Ultimate Warrier, Vie Steamboat, Scott 
Puthhi 


Feb. 1991: The Incrediole “Halloween Havoc Hoan”! 


Unraveling The Diabalical Plot. Also. Muta- 
Staambest, Hogan-Hart, Uttimats Warrior, Cornette 4 
Express. Norman 

March 1991: Warning To The Ullimate Warrior: 
Roddy Piper Wants You! Also (Gabert-Jarrett, Cornette 
A Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, Seott Norisn 
April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges Thal 
Remains, Also: Ted OiBiase, Seyscrapers, Lex Luger, 
Tom Zenk, Fabylous Ones 


May 1091: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF Of The 


Stench Of Spl, Slaughter, Aiso: Ric Air, Bobby Eaton, 
Shek-Branil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk 

Jone 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend On 
Halt Megan? Aloo Nasty Soya, Stung. Flar-Gigurte 
Cactus Jack Kevin Vor Ench 

July 1991: Con Ale Fivir Shatter The “Myth” OF 
Japanese Superiority? Aca Ertry 4 Prichard, LOC- 
Neastys, Steers, Savage 4 Ekater 

Awp. 1991: If Sol. Stawghter Said “I’m Sorry”... 
Would Hot And The World Forgive Him? Ase: Luger 
Nikita, Hannig-Davey Boy, Lanny Potio, Bam Bam 
Bigelow 

Nov. 1997; Lex Luger Wing The Titt—But Loses His 
Fans, Also: Riok Steamboat, Roddy Pipar, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry 

Dec, 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Flair 
vs, Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The 
Century? Also Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverly, 
Cactus Jock 

Jan. 1992: The LOD's Champioestip Catastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Matera! Disasters. Aigo Jory 
8 Gadd. Mr Hegre. take Aoterts. Rovee Gore 
Feb. 1992: Shocking WWE Report: McMahon Often 
Bounty On Flale—Will Vinee Pay The Piper? Alco 
Ron Simmons, Tito Santana Bob Backlund, A. Sieiner- 
Abduilanh 

Mareh 1902: Aflar Survivor Sarios & Tuesday In 
Toxos: Had The WWF Title Suffered irreparable 
Damage? Also’ Brian Piliman, Anderson 4 Brulsar 
Rude-Sting, Mouritie- Hard, Jett Jarrett, 

April 1992: Aer A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 


Magle Is Back In WCW! Ailsa: Chrid Candido, Paul 
Orndart!, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig A Flair, Michaels 
& Jannatty, 

Dec. 1992: He's Saaaazack! Jake Roberts Slithers 
Into WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Aon Simmons, 
Hulk Hogan, Michaats-Martal, Gilberts: Rock ‘n' Ralls 
May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men... Ale Flale's 


Hour Of Power; Can One Man Stop Him At | 
WrestleMania Vill? Also: Anderson & Eaton, Roddy | 


Piper, Dusty Ahodes, USWA, Don Owen 

dane 1992: In Ric Flair's High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Jesticn Are More Pawns. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Uitimate Wartior, Vinnie Vegas, 
WCW (tes, Kono 6. Ware 

duly 1992: “Humber Two Jusi Won'l Do": For Alek 
Rude, The U.S. Bell Means Failure: Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg Valentina, 
Sabu, 


Accidental Hero. Also: Bunkhouse matches, 
Undertaker-Roberts, Sting, JD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Title 
Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Grush, Mondo Kleen, 
Freebirds-Valentine A Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, 
Maondogs 

Oct. 1992: British Bulidog & UNimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Ba Crowned Al SommerSlam, Also Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lae, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, 
Sting, 

Nov. 1992; WWF Beware! (I's The Perfect Time For A 
Curl Hennlg Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Aeed, 
Sting, Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey, 


dan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurling Jake Makes — 


Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & Eaton, Bushwhackars- 
Moondogs. Ramon-Savaga, Natural Disasters. Masa 
Chand. 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also: So}, Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Fick Steines, Bod Backlund, Terry Taylor, 

April 1993 Whal's In? What's Ool? Algo. Razor 


Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot. Tatanka, Brian | 


Christopher, 


May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokoruna Make His | 


Bigges! Splash Al WrestlaMania? Also: Jim Cornette, 
Ghristopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scarplo, Windham & 
Rhodes, Hennig-Luger 


Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: it's Not Over Yel! 
Also; Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marty Jannatty, | 


Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri Martel, 

dan, 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any 
Way You Cook M1, Hogan's A Chicken! Also: AudeFlzir, 
Bagwel & Scores, Jim Cornette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen 
AT. Furk-Abdutiah & Sullivan 

May 1994: Afiarshocks! How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania. Alto: Hulk Hogan, Boss, 
Douglas-Sherri, Patriot, improve WOW 

duly 1904: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Wogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle, Also: DreamerSnuka, Jim Crockett’s 
WWN, Ted DiBiasa, Shane Douglas, Terra Ayzing 

Aug. 1994: Brel's Nightmare Team Becomes A 
Reality: Owen Hari & Yokoruna, Also: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon 

Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Reporl! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Holywood Blonds, Sting- 
Aude, WWF fagal problems. Prince Kharis, Bunkhouse 
Ahodes, Public Enemy. 


Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Wartlor: WrestleMania's 





Nov. 1994: Hull Hogan's New Commandments: Say 
Prayers, Take Vilamina .,. And Kick Butt! Also: Owen- 
Brat, Lord Steven Regal, Johnny 8. Badd, Jerry Lawler, 
Mikay Whipwreck, 

dan, 1995: Our Hollday Wish List For 1995. Also 

Johnny 6, Badd, (iBiase-Tatanka, Hob Backlund, PG- 
13, Hacksaw Duggan, 

March 1895 (Spocial lesua): 1994—The Yoar In 
Pletures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WW “95- 
WWF °85, Piet Flair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: imagine Wrestling Today ll ... Also: Gunn 
& Smothers. Harlem Heat, Money Inc., Lawler: 

Cornette 

duly 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America, Also: 
Marty Jannatty, Brian Pian, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundee. 

Sept. 1995 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 


Also: Sting, Funk-Gactua, Flair-Hogan, Razor Ramon, — 


Lnderiaker, 
Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Steinars, Austin 
& Pilman, Miss Texas, Gordon Sadie. 


Dec. 1995 (Special Issve)20Shawn Michasts: Too 


Good To Be Second Best! Also: Wrestling rulebook, 
Vega-Aamon, Mama Cornette, Kamala-Duggan, Big 
Van Vader 

Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: 
This Time W's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem- 
Undertaker, Bodles-Cornatie, Arm Anderson. 

May 1596; WWF In-Vader| Can Grot, Shawn, & Razor 


Play Tha Paln Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve — 


Austin, wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, ic Flair, 
June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Helghi! How The 
Glanl {s Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock ‘n' 
Wrestling, Raror Ramon, Brian Pillman, Konnan, 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has The 
Tithe ... Now Here's What He's Gotta Do With I! Also: 
Public Enorny-Nastyg, Bret Hart, Sooty Man-Sullvan, 
Wabel 


Sepl. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Save Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris danot, Goldust, 
Olympians, Gant, 


Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior Is 


Aleady To Aule Again, Also: Warriors & Sasaki- 


Sleiners & Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue 


Meanie, 

Mov. 1896; Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Glant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WOW shuttle 


Dec. 1995 (Special issue): WWF vs. WOW: Top 10 


Faceofl! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & 
Sable. Goldutl Sandman. 


Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Set To 


Joln Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, Michaol- 
Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams 
dan, 1997; It Could Happen! Hogan's Maxi Move .., 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Qwen-Bulldog, 
Tad DiBlase. 

Feb, 1997; Wreetling's Top Stars: What 1997 Has ln 
Slore For Tham! Also: Michaals-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Misterio Jr,, Kevin Nath. 


duly 1997; Infighilng, Polliles, Egos: ls The NWO 


Losing Ite Edge? Also. WW-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler 
Sapt, 1997 (Special Issue); WWF Midyear Report: 


Pius: WO, Shawifvet, football players. Terry A Dory 


Funk, Wut 
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Oct. 1997: Bret Hart & Shawn Michaels: How Low 
Will They Go? Also: Paul E. Dangerously, DOP & 
Kimberly, hades famity, Keiji Muto, 

Nov, 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Gvet, Ja! Jarratt, 
Hunter Hearst Helmslay, Oreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec, 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs, WCW; Top 10 
Faceol!! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Chvistopher: 


Hol. 1997: First Owen... Them Taker... Then Hogan: | 


Who's Gonna Go Wert? Also: Steve Austin, Sret Hari, 
Lies Luger, Fle Flair, Dean Malenko 

April 1998: “We've Wonl” Maybe ,.. Bul Can The 
WWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock, 
Steners-Warrors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia, 
Awg, 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! |i's Time To 
Fire Agstin, Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malena, Super # tourney, 

Sopl, 1998: (Special save): WWF Midyear Report: 
Algo. Nash-Hogan, Rocky Malvia, Gill Goldberg, 
Antonio laid. 

Det. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Par-Views! A WWF- 


WCW Sopercard ts No Longer Just Talk! Also: Sable, | 


Undertaker, Randy Savage. Sabu & Van Dam 

Woy, 1994: Demons Be Damned! Stlng Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahen-Oude, Jarrett- 
Blackman, Metarea Pilman, Rey Misterio Jr, 

Dec. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceom! Aso: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 
Hol, 1998: “Quill, Mick!” A Desperate Plaa From A 
Distraught Wite. Aso: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war. 

Jan. 1999: Stone-Cold’s Personal Survivor Series, 


Alec: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, three- — 


Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Orives 


Shamrock 4& The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, Spee 
Dudley, Enc Beschoil, Perry Saturn. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In 
Phetures, Aisa: Hall A Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, 
The Undertaker. 


April 1999: Hogan's Ralirament: While Nowee Or 


White Lie? Also: DOP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve Austin, 
Maniond. 
May 1999: Team Coverage: The HWO Aeunlon! Also: 


Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 


sideshow, 

June 1999 (Special Issue): Alc Flair: The 10 Feats He 
Mus! Accomalish Before He's Through. Also: Rocky 
Maha, Jeventud Guerrera, Billy Gann, body parts quiz 
Pea 

duty 199% Our Botiom Lina ... i's High The Austin 


| Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 


Msterto Jr, Ken Shamrock, DDP-Sigelow-Goldberg 


| Aug. 199%: This Man ls Pure Evill Trust Hogan And 


He'll Take You To Halll Pus: Qwen Hart, Vader, Sable, 
Sopl. 1999 (Special Issue); WWF Midyear Report, 
Also: OOP-Sting, Dowglas-Credibla, Big Show- 
MeMahons, Diseo Inferno, Keirn & Lane 

Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The MeMahons His Pawna? Also: Stetners, 
Baly Gunn, Savage & George. 

Now. 1909: Austin's New Powers: Shag Vince? Yeah, 
Baby! Ato: Amn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miler, Nacya 


a 
Dec. 1599 (Special issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
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Fateoml Also. ECW midyear mport. David 4 Ric Fair, 
Test & Stephanie. 

Hol. 1995: Before The WWF Can Sell .,, Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Axl & New Jack, Kevin Nasi, 

Jan, 2000; An Insider's Analysis; Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna. Also: Revolution, ECW expansion, 
Guerrero & Mistario, WWEAWCW/ECW wornen. 

Feb. 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tell The Rock 
woo "Pol A Soek In HI"? Also: Goldberg, Chis Jencha, 
Sabu, Harlem Heat. 

Apr. 2000: Con The WWF Survive Wilhowl Steve 
Austin? Also: Dawn Marle-Francing, Meng, fig Show, 
Madusa. 

May 2000: StePHONY: The Moa! Mistrusied McMahon 
Of All! Also: Hartam Heat & Midnight, David & Ric Fizir, 
Kurt Angle, Ahing, 

June 2000 (Special |ssue): The Rock: No, 1 On The 
Jabront Hit List) Also; Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angle, 
Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 

duly 2000: Tori/Torrie, Whal's The Story? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Oreamer, Jef! Jarrett. 

Agg. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! Tht Altack Saved The 
WWF Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sancman & Rhino, 
Cyrus 


Sept. 2000 (Special iasue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chatti, Paul Wight, 
Chyna, Or. Sam Sheppard. 

Det. 2000: ls Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino 
Heat? Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob Van 
Dam, David Flair. 

Nov, 2000; Special Fear lssue—Aock-Banolt, Alc 
Flalt, HBK. Also: ECW mid-year report, Bil Goldberg. 
Dec. 2000 (Special Ixsue): WWF ve. WCW: Top 10 
Faceotll Also: Goldberg-Triple-H, Daffney, Christian & 
Edge, Jett Paterson 


HUE] 
dan, 2001: WWF Brat-titeda! Does Steph Always Get 


Her Way? Mot On Your Lite! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Folay, Goldberg, Steve Coring, Steve Blackman, Torrie 
Wilson, 

March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other... 10 Reasons They Should 
Not! Also: Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob Van Dam, 


| McMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW factions. 


May 2001: Do Anything You Want, Sione-Cold: We 
Can‘! Hate You. Also, Kronic, Rilisti, Steve Corina, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christian, Kane 

July 2001: Jerichobolics Beware! Sericus Withdrawal 


| Symptoms Are (no Store! Algo; Tajiti, Steph-Test, 


Undertaker, Mike Awesome, WCW Elite, Albert, 

Sept. 2001; The Aock's Choice: Honor Over Glory! 
Also: WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-H, 
Shane-WCW, TCL Il, Scott Hall, Vinca McMahon, Chris 
Jericho. 

Nov. 2001: Goldberg!) Da Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also: Qudleys, Steve Corina, Chris 
Bernall, Dusty Rhodes, Lita, WWF top tler. 

Jan. 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unrelenting 
Pressure Of Fame? Also: AVD, Pavl Heyman, Terry 
Gordy, Flash-Jericho, Tajir Tazz, WWF-Alliance 

March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Mall & Nach Take 
Aim Al The WWI Also: hwory, Autiin-Angle, Christian- 
Eoge, what's atead in ‘02. 
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ustin wins the big one. WWE 
World heavyweight champion 
_Steve Austin boasts a unique ac- 





complishment in the 29-year history of 
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the PW/ Achievement Awards. He has 
won the Wrestler of the Year and the 
Most Hated Wrestler of the Year Awards 
in the same year—a crazy year in which 


It really was quite a year for Steve Austin. He 
turned bad, then turned back good again while 
holding the WWF World title for most of the year. 


What's 


s more, he became the first man to win 


Wrestler of the Year and Most Hated Wrestler of the 


Year honors in the same year. 
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he was a fan favorite again by the time 
we were all sitting down to eat our 
Thanksgiving turkey, 

This could indicate Austin is so talent- 
ed that readers put their personal feelings 
aside to vote for “Stone-Cold.” Or it 
could be a tribute to a more savvy wres- 
tling public. Fans realize Austin was sup- 
posed to be the bad guy and have reward- 
ed him for doing such a fine job. Untl 
now, readers had skewed the Wrestler of 
the Year results toward their favorites. 
That led our editors to take a more objec- 
tive approach when selecting the number- 
one wrestler in the “PW/ 500.” This year, 
though, our editors selected fan favorite 
Kurt Angle for the top spot in the “500,” 
while the readers were more discerning, 
picking Austin as Wrestler of the Year. 

For those keeping score, this Is 
Austin’s third Wrestler of the Year 
Award. His previous wins were in 1998 
and 1999, He’s still behind the record- 
holder, Ric Flair, who won six Wrestler 
of the Year Awards between 1981 and 
1992. But even Flair, who was best when 
he was bad, never pulled off Wrestler of 
the Year and Most Hated simultaneously. 

Only “Stone-Cold” could accom- 
plish that. 

The XWF debuts. Imagine Tony 
Schiavone and Jerry Lawler as a broadcast 
team, or Rena Mero as a federation com- 
missioner. What if Bobby Heenan re- 
turned to managing? Old-timers would 
love to see Roddy Piper and Jimmy Snuka 
renew their 1984 rivalry, Wouldn't it be 
great if Hulk Hogan returned to action? 

Believe it or not, all of those strange 
scenarios took place within two days at 
Universal Studios in Orlando. The Xtreme 
Wrestling Federation taped 10 television 
shows on November 13 and 14. Jerry 
Lawler served as an announcer just days 
before his retum to WWF Raw. Rena Mero 
was named XWF commissioner, while her 
husband, Mare, wrestled under his former 
moniker, Johnny B. Badd. Bobby Heenan 
is now managing Curt Hennig and even 
got physically involved in some of the 
action. Roddy Piper did appear to tum heel 
in a faceoff with Jimmy Snuka Sr., who 
was on hand to manage his son, Jimmy 
Snuka Jr. And Hulk Hogan did wrestle 
Curt Hennig. He beat him with the big 
boot and legdrop, although that wasn't 
much of a surprise to anyone. 


lf this new XWE is golng to make it, it will need to create new 


stars and mix them In with established ones. It already has hee 
one very famous woman in the fold in Rena Mero. Her hus- a 
band is making a comeback as well, it seems. wt 





It will be a surprise if the XWF suc- 
ceeds on a national or even a regional 
level. A foray into syndication is always 
tricky, but a national cable deal could 
boost this promotion overnight. I hope 
the X'WF surprises me, 

Letter to Liz. I'd like to respond to 
an occasional letter in this column and, 
remember, the more praise the better. 
Ah, just kidding. This month, “Dan- 
gerous” Dan Tiffin of Modesto, Cali- 
fornia, comments on WWFE’s mishan- 
dling of WCW. 

“Over 16 glorious years with PWiI, I 
have seen writers come and go. Some are 
great, but few have inspired me in such a 
way as one of your very best, Liz Hunter, 
Sometimes I think she was also taught 
mind-reading in journalism school! I 
began watching pro wrestling in 1963 at 
the tender age of nine years old. I have 
cerebral palsy and I am bedridden, How- 
ever, I did go to a house show as a child, 
meeting the late Ray Stevens. 

“Now, with many aspects of our 
sport in disarray, I am comforted to know 
that Liz shares my views on Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s current handling of the recently 


acquired WCW. Timid is exactly what 


he has become, putting the future of the 
WWE and our business in danger. Op- 
portunities of this type don’t grow on 
trees. Take note, Mr. McMahon, lest you 
destroy any credibility you have left as a 
member of the sports entertainment 
industry. 

“Keep up the great work, Liz! Your 
columns are golden!” 

Have confidence, 
because Mr. McMahon plans to spin off 
a separate company from the WWE by 
spring 2002, if not earlier. With the 


arrival of Ric Flair and the expected | 


arrivals of Scott Hall, Kevin Nash, Scott 
Steiner, and possibly “Easy E” himself, 


Eric Bischoff, the WCW brand (or what- | 


ever it is called) should mean something 
again by this time next year. By the way, 
I hope your meeting with Ray Stevens 
went better than mine. When I met “The 
Crippler” in his later years—in the early- 
1980s—he told me that if I didn’t 
“smoke, drink, or like women,” then I 
shouldn't be in the locker room. I sup- 
pose one out of three isn’t bad, but I'll 
never tell you which one! 


(Liz Hunter can be reached via e- | 


mail at SuperstarLizd@yahoo.com) |_1 


Strange list of the month 


FIVE MEN WHO MUST HAVE KISSED McMAHON’S 
BUTT BEFORE WILLIAM REGAL 


1, Jerry Lawler 

2. Rie Flair 
. Paul Heyman 
. Howard Finkel 
. Pat Patterson 





“Dangerous” Dan, 


RELIVE THE 


SUPERSTARS” 


Freer Tee 
seer MERIERS 


- 


TRS AVS OF 


FORGOTTEN FACTS! 


UTM hs OF 
COLOR PHOTOS! 


ORDER _) |) WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 


> (Summer 2000): 
"Foley, Goldberg, usin Hogan, Madusa, 
Nash. 116 all-color pee 


LJ esents (April | 
2001} Rock, sting, ciara. ‘Jericho. 128 all- 
color pages. 


Please send me the issues I've checked above! 


lam enclosing $7,95 
ed) as payment in full, 


per copy (postage includ- 


} Please send check or money order only to: 


Print your name and address clearly 
NAME —— 
ADDRESS 


————— 


hi S—— 


STATE ——iF 


' For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, you 


must add $1 for every copy to be delivered by sur- 
face mall or $2 for avery copy to be delivered by 
airmail, International money orders in U.S. funds 
only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

5647 05-0160 
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Here's the very photo that made Harry Burkett buy the March 
1984 issue of PW/. It was kind of unusual to place a photo of 
the Tag Team of the Year so prominently on a year-end cover, 
but The Road Warriors were worthy. 


B2 a PW a 


HE MARCH 1984 issue of PW/ was the first | ever 

purchased. | consider it the best wrestling maga- 

zine cover of all-time, with The Road Warriors strik- 
ing a haunting, almost chilling pose. There was enough 
light to make them easily visible, but just enough shadow 
to accentuate their ruthlessness. Their leather ring attire 
blended perfectly with the National tag team belts around 
their waists. Their hair and makeup were downright 
freaky. Somehow, wrestling had escaped the punk era 
until that time. 

lt was a risky cover because Animal and Hawk had 
been on the wrestling scene for less than a year. But, real- 
ly, that didn't matter. Their menacing figures made that a 
must-have magazine. In fact, PW/ sold more copies of that 
issue than any other to that date. The full-color centerfold 
of Jimmy Snuka and Hulk Hogan, before “Hulkamania’ ran 
wild, also helped to make it an awesome issue. 

| don't how much that cover meant to The Road 
Warriors’ careers, but I'm certain it played a large part in 
their early success. The cover aside, the Tag Team of the 
Year Award made them superstars immediately. The 
1983 honor was just the beginning. They won the same 
award in 1984 and 1985, three consecutive years, which 
stands as a record. 

PWI's Achievement Awards have tremendous signifi- 
cance. Wrestlers who receive the Rookie of the Year or 
Most Improved Wrestler honors can never complain 
about not getting enough publicity. Once a young wrestler 
wins one of those awards, success or failure rests com- 
pletely with him or her. Bob Orton Jr. used his 1973 
Rookie of the Year Award as a springboard for future suc- 
cess. | hope his son, Randy Orton, can capitalize on his 
2001 Rookie of the Year Award in similar fashion. 

For the first 20 years of its existence, the “Year In 
Review” issue was the only forum in which the entire 
industry was analyzed and the importance of wrestlers 
and events were placed in perspective. Today, PW/ does 
this in a number of ways, with the “State Of The Game,” 
the “PWI Poll,” the “Mid-Year Report,” and our special 
Wrestling Annual publication. Heck, Inside Wrestling does 
it with the “Turnbuckle Turkey Awards.” And, of course, 
there is the “PW/ 500,” which, in the minds of some 
wrestlers and fans, is the pre-eminent gauge of success 
in this business. 

To me, the Achievement Awards are like Starrcade, 
the “granddaddy of them all.” But that doesn’t mean they 
were always held in such high esteem. The Achievement 
Awards debuted in 1972 and were featured in Wrestling 
Annual and Wrestling Yearbook. | haven't found the actu- 
al vote tallies, but I’m inclined to believe they were of 
small number. After all, Jack Brisco and Fred Curry tied 
for Most Popular Wrestler that year. In 1973, Bob Orton 
Jr. and Tony Garea tied for Rookie of the Year. What are 
the odds of a tie? Were they getting only 10 or 20 ballots? 
Regardless, the vote tallies of the early-‘70s must have 
been a far cry from the thousands and thousands re- 
ceived today. 


Some wrestlers had low opinions of the awards 
because they had low opinions of fans. In 1979, NWA 
World champion Harley Race won the Wrestler of the 
Year Award for the first time, barely edging out Dusty 
Rhodes, who won the two previous years. Race’s reac- 
tion? “I've been the best wrestler for years,” he snapped. 
“What makes you think some contest is gonna make me 
good’ I'm good without the contest.” 

Do you think that's bad? Here's U.S. champ Jimmy 
Snuka, who earned second runner-up the same year: “I 
could care less what fans voted. | don't listen to morons.” 
Fortunately, the always-gracious fan favorites redeemed 
us. WWF World champion Bob Backlund, who earned 
third runner-up, had this to say: “A fan's love is worth 
more to me than a million title belts.” 

Ahhhhhh! That's beautiful. Today, winners of the Most 
Hated Award express their appreciation. PW/ readers 
have proven themselves to be quite discerning over the 
years. During the height of “Hulkamania” in the mid-1980s, 
WWF champ Hulk Hogan won Most Popular only once. 
That was in 1985. Meanwhile, NWA champ Ric Flair 
earned Wrestler of the Year for three consecutive years: 
1984, 1985, and 1986. From an objective point of view, | 
think readers have exhibited an anti-Hogan bias through- 
out the years and, at the same time, exhibited an extreme 
pro-Dusty Rhodes bias. How in the world did he win 
Wrestler of the Year in 1977 and ‘78? Wasn't he having 
brass knux matches against Bugsy McGraw in Florida? 

Frankly, there have been times when our loyal readers 
were off the mark. This is most evident in the Most 
Improved and Rookie of the Year categories, in which | 
think it's assumed we're supposed to judge the wrestlers’ 
upside potential as much as his accomplishments during 
the past year. 

The Most Improved Wrestler of the Year Award was 
instituted in 1978. Examine this field of future champions 
who were the top four vote-getters: Dino Bravo, Bob 
Backlund, Rick Steamboat, and Tony Atlas. In hindsight, 
maybe we should have dropped Bravo a couple of pegs 
and boosted Backlund and Steamboat, but, overall, not a 
bad job. There have been some questionable placers 
over the years, such as Eddy Mansfield (the guy who 
snitched in the infamous 20/20 expose of 1985), Charlie 
Cook, Pez (later Shaska) Whatley, Sam Houston, Wen- 
dell Cooley, and P.Y. Chu-Hi. 

Consider some of the wrestlers who have placed in the 
Rookie of the Year category. “Who was that?” should fol- 
low each of these names. For Steve Austin fans, a simple 
“What?!” will do: Johnny Rivera, Steve Travis, Bryan St. 
John, Ron Richie, Angelo Mosca Jr., Tom Magee, Maxx 
Pain, Johnathan Holiday, Brad Anderson, Erik Watts, 
Viadimir Koloff, Chaz, Robbie Eagle, The Headhunters, 
911, Lawrence Taylor, Madd Maxxine, Joe Gomez, Brak- 
us, and Mark Jindrak. Jindrak? Who was that? What?! 

Skimming the rookies on this page of The Wrestling 
Almanac, | notice a couple of odd entrants in the In- 
spirational Wrestler category. Lord Alfred Hays won the 














Randy Orton hopes that getting voting PW/ Rookie of the Year 
will be as big a boost to his career as it was to that of his 
father (pictured with him). Considering that Randy has yet to 
appear on national TV, it is quite an honor. 


award in 1972. | find it hard to believe that he ever did 
anything inspiring. Mr. Florida earned the third runner-up 
spot in 1980. Who the hell was he? Incredibly, Chris 
Adams received more votes than Magnum T.A. in 1987. 
Because of the November deadline for voting, many fans 
had sent their ballots before Magnum's career-ending car 
accident. That should be a lesson for all wrestlers vying 
for the Inspirational Wrestler Award: If you're going to 
wrap your Porsche around a telephone pole, make sure 
to do it earlier in the year. 

That's my spin around the Achievement Awards. May 
the tradition continue. 

(Harry Burkett can be reached via e-mail at 
HBurkettUr@excite.com. ) CI 
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By Dan Murphy 





WI VER WONDER WHAT the 
L { proverbial cutting-room floor 
i 2 looks like after the WWE finishes 
another one of those bang-up promo 
videos? You know the ones to which I 
am referring. The ones in which the high- 
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Younger fans ao to see some of the WWF's stranger charac- 
ters of the 1980s (including The Gobbledygooker and Hillbilly 
Jim) at WrestleMania’s gimmick battle royal. But was it the 
same Gooker? Dan Murphy doesn't want to know. 
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lights of a series of matches are seamless- 
ly spliced together in such a way as to 
make Scotty Too Hotty vs. Sho Funaki 
rival the Battle of Gettysburg in thrills, 
chills, and excitement. 

More TV shows should pick up on 
this little trick. Maybe 
I'd even watch an epi- 
sode of Friends if it 
were a bunch of Ra- 
chel high spots set to 
| Drowning Pool’s “Let 
| The Bodies Hit The 
| Floor.” 
| But when the 
WWE showed its vid- 
| eo homage to WWF 
history during Surviv- 
or Series, [| started to 
think about the pieces 
that didn’t quite make 
the cut. Sure, they 
| somehow overlooked 
| the title reigns of Bru- 
#) no Sammartino, Hulk 
| Hogan, and Bret Hart 
(hmmmmmm), but 
that’s not what I’m re- 
ferring to. I was think- 
| ing of those moments 
| of complete strange- 
ness in which the go- 
} ings-on just never 
/ seemed to make sense 
| and you were left won- 
| dering, Did that really 
| happen? 

You know—the 
debut of Friar Fer- 
| guson, Harvey Wip- 
} pleman in drag, Mae 
Young's puppies. 

The year-end edi- 
tion of PWI celebrates 
the memorable matches 


and great competitors of 2001. In a way, 
it’s like one of those promo videos for 
the whole wrestling world. If you want 
the high spots, go to the Achievement 
Awards. If you want a smorgasbord of 
parts that would be best left on the cut- 
ting-room floor, you’ve come to the 
right place. 
NIGHT YAWN 

Shane McMahon said he was going 
to save the legacy of WCW. Unfor- 
tunately, he saved the part of the legacy 
no one wanted to see saved. On July 2, 
for the first me in history, the WCW 
World title was defended on WWF TV 
in a match between Booker T and Buff 
Bagwell. And the fans booed—loudly. 
Some of them headed for the exits. Buff 
absorbed most of the blame. For all his 
buff-ness, Bagwell ran out of steam in 
just a few minutes. Even the reserved 
Booker couldn't help but point the fin- 
ger, Buff was out the door just a few 
weeks later, 
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For severili emronitli: Antonio Inoki 
told everyone who'd listen that he was 
“on the verge” of signing a match be- 
tween former NWA champion Naoya 
Ogawa and former heavyweight boxing 
champ Mike Tyson. Even when Tyson's 
handlers said they hadn't even discussed 
the matter with Inoki, let alone were 
about to sign a match, Inoki persisted. 
We're still waiting. Perhaps Mr, Inoki 
would have a little more luck lining up 
Leon Spinks. 
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We know he's the greatest rater 
continental champion of all-time. Who 
knew he also was the Internet's next 
breakout wrestling journalist? On his 
Web site, HTM ripped on just about 
every name in the business. His attacks 
on his cousin Jerry Lawler were espe- 
cially vicious. Drug habits, booking 
plans, shady promoters—all fair game 
for Honky, If only his matches could 
have been this entertaining! 
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MYSTERY MAN 

For weeks, Scott Steiner was tor- 
mented by—well, by some joker in a 
ski mask and an untied straightjacket. 
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The mystery man 
never really did any- 
thing other than stand 
on the ramp and wave 
his arms around a 
lot, which is really a 
pretty ineffective 
threat when you're 
wearing a straight- 
jacket. At WCW 
Sin, Road Warrior 
Animal was re- 
vealed to be the 
mystery man, and he 
was actually in ca- 
hoots with Steiner 
all along. Unfortun- 
ately, the only thing 
most fans remember 
about this match 
was Sid Vicious’ 
grisly leg break. 


6. THE GIMMICK BATTLE ROYAL 

Did anyone else notice The Gob- 
bledygooker was wearing a different 
outfit than he wore when he debuted in 
1989? Was anyone else wondering why 
there were two Gobbledygooker suits? 
Please tell me both suits have since been 
destroyed. I swear to God, if we see an 
impostor Gooker angle, I’m going to 
retch. 


J. KRONIK GOES DOA 

Kronik debuted in the WWF, and 
they were gone before anyone got a 
chance to learn which Briyan was 
which. Apparently, the WWF wanted 
Adams and Clark to head down to the 
developmental territories to work on 
their timing. “Oh yeah?” Kronik re- 
sponded. “We quit! We'll just go wrestle 
in—oh, yeah. Oops." Actually, Adams 
did go to the HWA for a while, but we 
haven't heard from Clark lately. 


4. KARAOKE NIGHT 


On November 12, just six days 
before what was being billed as the 
biggest match in wrestling history at 
Survivor Series, the WCW and WWF 
world champions faced off and—sang. 
No teary-eyed salutes to Lou Thesz and 
Bruno Sammartino here. Instead, The 
Rock and Steve Austin closed the show 
with some a cappella banter. If belting 
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out a tune was a criterion for title shots, 
Honky Tonk and Koko B, Ware could 
have headlined a WrestleMania. 


3. PLANET OF THE APES 


Okay, so the movie Planet Of The 
Apes was opening that weekend. Suill, 
why was Chris Jericho accompanied by 
monkeys on Raw? Apparently they 
came from the future to smoosh a birth- 
day cake in Stephanie’s face. | suppose 
that’s as good a mission as any. At least 
it was a decent movie and not the return 
of Chucky or Robocop. 


2. DUSTY'S KEISTER 


Bet you forgot about this one. Ric 
Flair’s Magnificent Seven picked a 
fight with Dustin Rhodes, so Dustin 
and Big Dust reunited and faced Flair 
and Jeff Jarrett in a “kiss-my-ass” 
match. Dusty came prepared, showing 
up with his big, fat, smelly white ass in 
tow (it was a donkey). The Rhodes 
clan won the match, and the “Nature 
Boy” ended up getting his nose shoved 
into a donkey’s posterior. Aren't you 
glad I’m here to remind you of this 
stuff? 


1. THE AFL 

To be honest, it wasn’t all that bad. 
It's just that it paled in comparison to 
Vinnie Mac’s overbearing hype. But the 
renegade football league cut its own 
wrists when, instead of concentrating on 
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One of the biggest duds of 2001 was Kronik in the WWF. After just a few weeks in the federation, they were 
gone, though they were offered a chance to hone their skills in the minor leagues. 


the games, the focus of week four was 
the cameras in the cheerleaders’ locker 
room, It was just another silly skit. The 
fans who fell for it swore the league off 
for good. It was a perfect example of 
alienating every possible audience, And 
Vince is a billionaire? o 
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By Harry Burkett 


A Flair for high ratings ... Was 
it a coincidence that the No- 
vember 19 edition of Raw jumped 
to a rating of 4.8 on the same 
hight Ric Flair returned to the 
WWF? Actually, that edition of 
Raw had a lot going for it, includ- 
ing Survivor Series 
fallout, Steve Austin’s 
babyface turn, and Jer- 
ry Lawler’s return to the 


announcing team. Nev- » Oe I? 
ertheless, Flair had the | oe “a 
same effect on WCW a 
Monday Nitro’s ratings So 
whenever he returned » gad RR 
from a long absence. | ‘Ve. WEE om 
Even during a typical . ae 


Nitro telecast, Flair's —» 
segments were rated 
nearly as high—and 
sometimes higher— 
than those featuring 
Bill Goldberg. 

Pi ieleltfelem@allclimel(ela im 
appear until the over- 
run, it was known that 
the “Nature Boy” was 
negotiating with WWFE 
prior to Raw’s telecast 
in the legend's home- 
town of Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Flair’s on-air 
role as co-owner oc- 
curs at the same time © 
the WWF is returning to 
basics. Steve Austin as 
hero, Kurt Angle as 
whiny brat, and the prev- 
alence of R-rated ma- 
terial in telecasts all sig- 
nal that shift. 

The WWF needed to 
do something. Aaw’s 
ratings had dropped to 
levels experienced be- 
fore the Monday night 





the 4.0 mark. When Raw was 
drubbing Nitro on a weekly basis 
in 1999 and early-2000, those rat- 
ings sometimes surpassed 7.0. 
Smackdown, which averaged 
approximately 4.7 for the first year 
of its existence, has dropped 





Whoooooo! It's pretty clear by now that Ric Flair can do very good 
things for a TV program's ratings, especially when he returns from a 
long absence, His appearance on Raw on November 19 contributed to 


war, hovering around the show's best rating in quite some time. 
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nearly a percentage point. 

In addition, Excess should be 
elelat-iie(le-elt- Miullle(-Melt-t-ls)elel ie) & 
ment. The two-hour highlight 
show has yet to earn above 1.0 in 
its Saturday night time slot on 
TNN. In fact, its ratings have been 

down to a pitiful 0.5 in 
recent weeks. Sunday 
Night Heat routinely 
scores above 1.0 on 
MTV. Even ECW On 
TNN did better. Before 
WCW Monday Nitro 
debuted in 1995, WCW 
Saturday Night re- 
mained in the 1.5 range. 
If the WWF is planning 
an overhaul, it should 
start with the exces- 
sively bad Excess. 

Can the XWF suc- 
ceed? Within the first 
two days of its exis- 
tence, the Xtreme 
Wrestling Federation 
showed more promise 
than Main Event Cham- 
pionship Wrestling 

and other upstarts 
have during the past 
year. The XWF taped 
10 shows over the 
course of two days at 
Universal Studios in 
Orlando in hopes of 
FeTaleltaleme- Mech ule [orc] ttelg) 
or cable deal in the 
near future. 
As of press time, 
_ the XWF planned to 
.« hold live events in 
Hammond, Indiana, on 
December 28, in Mil- 
waukee on December 
29, and in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, on Decem- 
ber 30, The Nasty Boys, 
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(For the period of November 1-30) 


30-Day High: 12.98 on November 30 

30-Day Low: 10.76 on November 12 and 13 

52-Week High: 22.00 on January 31, 2001 

52-Week Low: 10.31 on September 17, 2001 

WWF E released 39 employees, nine percent of its work force, in its 
first significant round of layoffs in eight years. The restructuring, which was 
followed by the resignation of Stuart Snyder as president and chief operat- 
ing officer, was intended to help the company out of a profit slump. CEO 
Linda McMahon, in a statement released on November 9, estimated the 
restructuring would save WWFE approximately $9-million this year. 

Senior Vice President Pete DiNicola was promoted to executive vice 
president and COO, reporting directly to Mrs. McMahon. She stated that 
new television and movie projects, along with international expansion, 
should increase WWFE's profit margin in the future. 

The information included in WWFE's second-quarter report, released 
on November 21, revealed why the company took such drastic action. 

Revenues for the quarter totaled $98.2-million, compared to $111.9- 
million in the same quarter last year. More significant was the decline in 
net income, cut nearly in half, from $9.5-million last year to $4.8-million this 
year. 

McMahon said the September 11 terrorist attacks, as expected, had a 
negative impact on WWFE ventures, especially WWF New York. 
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Week heginning October 29 





Raw (TNN): 4.1 
Analysis: Kurt Angle attacked Vince McMahon (and other WWF 
Stars) during his streetfight against Shane McMahon, indicating his 
(apparent) defection from the WWF to the Alliance. During the tele- 
cast, The Rock suspected Chris Jericho, and Jericho suspected 
Rock. For a moment, Rock questioned Angle's motives. That was a 
bold move, but in this era of swerves, the fact that Angle was sus- 
pected made his defection that much more of a surprise. 

Smackdown (UPN): 3.9 






Raw (TNN): 4.0 

Analysis: Vince McMahon planted a seed of doubt in the 
minds of Alliance members by claiming WWF World champion 
| Steve Austin would jump from Team Alliance to Team WWF at 
| Survivor Series. Austin responded by giving the WWF chairman 


a stunner, with McMahon bobbing his head up with a weird 
smile soon after impact. The Rock regained the WCW World title 
from Chris Jericho in the main event. 

Smackdown (UPN): 4.1 


Week beginning November 12 


Aaw (TNN): 4.1 

Analysis: The championship scene became even more confus- 
Ing when Edge defeated Kurt Angle for the U.S. title, and The Hardy 
Boyz captured the WWF tag team belts. And, in a segment reminis- 
cent of Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley's rendition of “Wind Be- 
neath Our Ring,” WWF champ Steve Austin and WCW champ The 
Rock engaged In a singalong faceoff, featuring “Margaritaville,” 
“Delta Dawn,” and “The Gambler.” 

Smackdown (UPN): 3.6 


Week beginning November 19 


Alaw (TNN);: 4.8 

Analysis: Ric Flair's debut, Jerry Lawler’s return to the broad- 
cast table, curiosity regarding the Survivor Series fallout, and 
) Vince McMahon's launch of the Kiss My Ass club resulted in the 
| most controversial program in many months. Shane McMahon, 

stephanie McMahon-Helmsley, and Paul Heyman made less-than- 

| respectable exits. And, oh yeah: Steve Austin became “Stone- 
Cold” again. 

Smackdown (UPN): 3.2 
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Analysis: In one of Smackdown’s most surprising moments ever, 
WCW U.S. champion Kurt Angle forced Kane to tap out to the ankle- 
lock. The Undertaker beat WWF World champion Steve Austin by | 
disqualification in the main event when Alliance members ran in to | 
save “Stone-Cold.” There was no indication on this edition of 
Smackdown, or on previous programs, of what exactly would happen 
to the WWF, WCW, and ECW after the main event of Survivor Series. 

Excess (TNN): 0.6 

Sunday Night Heat (MTV): 1.0 






Analysis: The main event pitted WWF champion Steve Austin 
against U.S. champ Kurt Angle against The Undertaker. Although 
Austin and Angle were both Alliance members, they had reasons 
not to trust each other. It was suspected that Austin would jump 
to Team WWF at Survivor Series, and Angle was suspected as a 
mole because he suddenly jumped to the Alliance a couple of 
weeks earlier. The bout ended in a no-contest. 

Excess (TNN): 0.5 

Sunday Night Heat (MTV): 1.3 


Analysis: Booker T beat The Undertaker, further solidifying his 
position as a top-tier wrestler. This show, the last WWF program 
before Survivor Series, featured Paul Heyman at his best. Here's a 
quote from his promo: “The chances of [Vince McMahon) saving 
the WWF are the same as him starting a successful football 
league.” Smackdown had an edge severely lacking in Raw and 
previous telecasts. 

Excess (TNN): 0.5 

Sunday Night Heat (MTV): 1.1 


Analysis: WWF co-owner Ric Flair announced a title unification 
match between WWF champion Steve Austin and WCW champion 
The Rock to determine wrestling's first undisputed champion in 
decades, which would take place at Vengeance. Vince McMahon 
added a wrinkle: Austin would face Kurt Angle, and Rock would | 
wrestle Chris Jericho in a mini-tournament to determine the unified 
champ. 

Excess (TNN): 0.7 
Sunday Night Heat (MTV): 1.3 








Some of you loved it. 


Some of you hated it. 






But 10 one could deny it. 


WORLD OF WRESTLING 





changed the way we think about wrestling magazines. 
P\alem=)\.c/amiacelere ams .@)\\\ ama lome)ale(-miel-iialemelele)|(-jal—iem 
there is a little bit of WOW in every wrestling magazine— 
Tares[Ulelinlemiales-\-m olele)|(al-1em o)\a moja lele)aladele)|i-ia)|a(em @iep 


We welcome WOW readers to our family of magazines! 





CHARLOTTE, NC—WWF Raw at the Charlotte 
Coliseum: Women's champion Trish Stratus 
pinned Lita ... World tag team champions The 
Dudley Boyz defeated hardcore champion Rob 
| Van Dam in a non-title handicap table match ... 
WCW World champion The Rock pinned Kurt 
Angle. After the match, Chris Jericho attacked 


Rock ... Kane defeated Chris Jericho by dis- 
qualification when Jericho hit him with a chair... | 
William Regal beat Tazz by submission in an 
impromptu challenge match, 
(11-19-01) 

—"Spotlight” photos by Vern Verna 























HAMBURG—Extreme Wrestling Company at the 
Rodeo Arena: Mike Landers beat Terry Ryan ... 
Bubba Monroe beat Hugo Rouge ... Hank Lang- 
don defeated Jason Freez ... Joey Corman & 
“Hacksaw” Bill Monroe beat Mike & Jason Gen- 
try by disqualification ... Scott McLean defeated 
Shelton Lovett. 
(11-13-01) 

—Betsy Ellen Tramwell 


CONNECTICUT 


HARTFORD—WWF at the Civic Center: Perry 
Saturn defeated Billy Kidman ... Billy Gunn & 
Chuck Palumbo beat Justin Credible & Lance 
Storm ... Lita pinned Jazz ... The Undertaker 
pinned Willlam Regal ... WCW U.S. champion 
Kurt Angle beat Chris Jericho ... The Big Show 
pinned Mike Awesome ... WWF World tag team 
champions Booker T & Test beat The Hardy Boyz 
. Kane pinned Dallas Page ... WCW World 
champion The Rock defeated WWF World champi- 
on Steve Austin by disqualification. 
(11-11-01) 
—Susan Wilkens 


BRIDGEPORT—WWF at the Arena at Harbor Yard: 
Spike Dudley pinned Steven Richards ... Ivory 
pinned Jacquelyn ... Rico Constantino & Shawn 
Stasilak beat Randy Orton & Ron Waterman ... 
Perry Saturn pinned Raven ... Albert defeated 
Mike Awesome ... WWF World tag team champions 
Booker T & Test defeated Kane & The Undertaker 
in a steel cage match ... Brock Lesnar defeated 
Tommy Dreamer ... Eddie Guerrero pinned Sho 
Funakl ... Billy Kidman beat Crash Holly ... WWF 
hardcore champion Rob Van Dam defeated Tazz. 
(11-04-01) 

—Harry Burkett 
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Trish Stratus’ very first defense of her WWF women's title wasn't exactly a match to 
remember, The important thing was that she did find a way to beat the more experi- 
enced Lita. 


LAKELAND—WWF at Jenkins Arena: The 
Hurricane beat Crash Holly ... Adam Windsor 
beat Marcus Dillon ... Raven pinned Rico Con- 
stantino ... Ron Waterman defeated The Brook- 
lyn Brawler ... Shawn Stasiak beat Randy Orton 
... World tag team champions The Dudley Boyz 
defeated The Hardy Boyz ... The Big Show beat 
Dallas Page & Hugh Morrus in a handicap match 
.» Billy Gunn & Chuck Palumbo beat Tommy 
Dreamer & Steven Richards ... Intercontinental 
champion Edge pinned Christian. 
(11-24-01) 

—Mike Ross 


ST. PETERSBURG—IPW Hardcore Wrestling at 
the Florida WrestlePlex: NWA Wildside champ A.J. 
styles defeated |PW heavyweight champ Scoot 
Andrews !o capture his title ... Jet Jaguar & Von 
Tankard defeated David Young & Chaos ... 
Quickiemart & Mark Gold defeated Frankie 
Capone & Python ... Mike Sullivan (with Ron 
Niemi) defeated Seijin Akki ... Justice won a 20- 
man cruiserweight battle royal ... Devin defeated 
Snow to capture the TV title ... Dr. Heresy defeat- 
ed Don Juan DeSanto ... Acropolis wrestled 
Damion Houston {to a no-contest ... Rastaman 
defeated Pat Powers. 
(11-24-01) 

—Kyle Niblett 


DAYTONA BEACH—WW/F at the Ocean Center: 
Crash Holly defeated The Hurricane ... Adam 
Windsor beat Marcus Dillon ... Raven beat Rico 
Constantino ... Ron Waterman defeated The 
Brooklyn Brawler ... Randy Orton pinned Shawn 
Stasiak ... Billy Gunn & Chuck Palumbo defeat- 
ed Tommy Dreamer & Steven Richards ... The 
Big Show beat Dallas Page & Hugh Mortus in a 
handicap match ... World tag team champions The 
Dudley Boyz beat The Hardy Boyz ... Inter- 
continental champion Edge beat Christian. 
(11-23-01) 

—Jennifer Marzano 


CICERO—Midwest Championship Wrestling/Windy 
City Wrestling at Morton College: Magnificent Mike 
defeated Robby Dawber ... Mike Anthony defeat- 
ed Jay Jensen ... Low-Ki & Airborne beat The 
Warlocks ... Christopher Daniels defeated July- 
an ... Willle Richardson beat Vic Capri... Steve 
Boz defeated Jayson Reign ... Acid and Terry 
Allen battled to a 20-minute time-limit draw. 
(11-10-01) 

—Hally Stemberg 


CHARLESTON—IWA Mid-South at the House of 
Hardcore: Cash Flo defeated “Rugby Thug” Trent 
Baker & Dysfunction ... Pau! E. Smooth defeated 
Richard X ... Hy-Zaya defeated American Kick- 
boxer in a first-blood match ... C.M. Punk beat 
Colt Cabana in a 20-minute “Ironman” match ... 
Todd Morton & Bull Pain defeated Mark Wolf ... 
Ace Steel beat Adrian Serrano ... Rollin’ Hard 
defeated Michael Shane ... Corp. Robinson 
pinned Bull Pain ... Heavyweight champ Chris 
Hero defeated Tracey Smothers ... lan Rotten 
beat Mitch Ryder ... “Mean” Mitch Page & 2 
Tough Tony defeated Spyder Nate Webb and 
Madman Pondo in a double-tables match. 


(11-22-01) 
—Megan Lowell 


MARION—Extreme Wrestling Federation at the 
EWF Arena: Hellraiser beat Guy Lombardo ... 





As good as Rob Van Dam is—and he is damn good—he couldn't handle the onslaught of 
two Dudleys at once on the night after Survivor Series, He held his own with Buh Buh Ray 
here, but soon after he missed with a frog splash, he was put through a table, and the 


match was over. 


Tag team champions Drago & Eden defeated Zero 
Tolerance ... Dayton Escabar defeated Preacher 
by disqualification ... Carlton Caz beat Cyrus Poe 
... Pity champion Homeless Hank defeated 
Funkmaster Robbie D in a hardcore match (Funk- 
master won the pity tithe because he lost the match) 
... Johnny Law beat Robb Kincaid ... Big Cheez 
defeated “Sexy” Shawn Cook ... Randy Nova 
beat Preston Stone ... El Vato beat cruiserweight 
champion King to win the tite. 
(11-14-01) 

—Peter Abernathy 


LAYAYETTE—Wild Championship Wrestling Out- 
laws at Reihle Brothers: D-Von Fury defeated Ghet- 
to ... Shiloh Hunter pinned Jazz Hoyt ... “Danger- 
ous Bull" Don Basher defeated Guy Lombardo in 
a lumberjack match ... WWA junior heavyweight 
champion “Dynamite” Dan Summers defeated 
“Sexy” Shawn Cook ... Whipme Spearz defeated 
Drucilla Davie ... P.T, Hussla pinned Kenny Cour- 


ageous ... Uncle Ernie & Cousin Otter beat Sat. 
Greg Lake & Joey Boom Boom ... Heavyweight 
champion Indiana Kidd Jr. defeated Dozer. 
(11-09-01) 

—Aandy Klemme 


DANVILLE—Bad 2 the Bone Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: Simon Sezz defeated J.C. 
Bailey by submission ... Holly Wood defeated 
Maxx Mizery by disqualification ... Simon Sezz 
beat Chip Stifler by submission to capture the light- 
weight tite ... Manslaughter beat Vic the Bruiser 
by disqualification ... Necro Butcher & Maxx Miz- 
ery defeated Biff Willington & PsychoDelic. 
(11-10-01) 

—Sieve McNamara 


PORTLAND—WWF at the Cumberland County 
Civic Center: Spike Dudley defeated Sho Funaki 
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Y2J locked the Walls of Jericho on Kane here, but It was too late for him to get a victory via tapout. The 
match had already ended when Jericho lost his temper and was disqualified for blasting “The Big Red 


Machine” with a chair, 


... Brock Lesnar defeated Crash Holly ... Tommy 
Dreamer & Steven Richards beat Rico Constan- 
tino & Randy Orton ... Shawn Stasiak beat Ron 
Waterman ... WCW World tag team champions 
The Dudley Boyz beat Bradshaw & Faaroog ... 
WWF European champion Christlan pinned Edge 
... Albert & Scotty Too Hotty defeated The Hurri- 
cane & Hugh Morrus ... WWF hardcore champion 
Rob Van Dam beat Raven. 
(11-11-01) 

—Shawn Westin 


BANGOR—WWF at the Civic Center: Spike Dud- 
ley pinned Sho Funaki ... Brock Lesnar pinned 
Crash Holly ... Tommy Dreamer & Steven Rich- 
ards defeated Rico Constantino & Randy Orton 
... Ron Waterman beat Shawn Stasiak ... WCW 
World tag team champions The Dudley Boyz beat 
Bradshaw & Faaroog ... Albert & Scotty Too 
Hotty defeated Hugh Morrus & The Hurricane ... 
WWF European champion Christian defeated 
Edge ... WWF hardcore champion Rob Van Dam 
pinned Raven. 
(11-10-01) 

—Wayne Marley 


92 4 PWla 


MOUNT JOY—Maryland Championship Wres- 
tling at Donegal High School: Cruiserweight 
champion Qenaan Creed pinned “Soda Pop” 
Ronnie Zukko ... “Blg” Benny Stoltzfus 
pinned Genesis .., 2 Dope pinned TV champion 
“Supermodel” Marcus Jordan to win the title 
... Tara defeated Alexis Laree ... Axl Rotten & 
Adam Flash beat The Bruiser & “Redneck” 
Billy Redwood in a falls-count-anywhere match 
.. Paul Turner pinned Larry Peace ... Tag 
team champions Christlan York & Joey Mat- 
thews beat Chad Bowman & Dino Divine ..., 
Heavyweight champion Jerry “The King” Law- 
ler defeated Doug Delicious ... Crowbar & 
Donegal High School principal Steve Gross beat 
The Holy Rollers when Gross forced Earl the 
Pearl to submit to an anklelock. 
(11-09-01) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


LAWRENCE—Chaotic Wrestling at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall: TV champion John Walters 
beat Steve King ... All Muhammed beat Big 


Mike Studd .., The Dynamic 
Kidd defeated The Convict in 
a dog-collar match ... Dukes 
Dalton beat Skunk O'Malley 
.. The Boston Brawler de- 
feated Scarecrow ... Tag 
team champions Edward G. 
Atasy & Aaron Stevens beat 
Nova & Frankie Kazarian .. 
Luis Ortiz beat heavyweight 
= champ Ronnie D. Lishus by 
e | disqualification. 

— (11-09-01) 

—Randy McGovern 


) CLINTON—Big East Wres- 
= tling at St. John’s Gym: Adam 
) LeClair beat Shawn Storm to 
) become the first-ever TV 
champion ... Tag team cham- 
pions Hardcore Mafia defeat- 
ed Max Ludicrous & Zanic 
.. Tim Kilgore defeated 
Hardware ... Chris Venom, 
Legion Cage, & Kid Krazy 
defeated Ruy Batello, Trip- 
lelicious, & Kenn Phoenix ... 
New England champion K.L. 
Murphy beat Mourning Star 
) ... Freight Train defeated 
) Psycho Mike ... Tommy 
mw Knoxville & The Beast bat- 
tled Shawn Tayzer & Johnny 
} Nash to a no-contest ... Tiger 
' Khan beat heavyweight 
champion Tim Kilgore to win 
the title ... Shane Simons & 
Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart 
defeated The Damned. 
(11-03-01) 
—Carlos Arenas 


LOWELL—WWF at the Paul 
Tsongas Arena: Spike Dudley 
pinned Steven Richards ... 
Ivory defeated Jacquelyn ... 
Rico Constantino & Shawn 
Stasiak defeated Randy Or- 
ton & Ron Waterman ... Al- 
bert defeated Mike Awesome 
.» WWE World tag team 
champions Booker T & Test 
defeated Kane & The Under- 
taker in a steel cage match ... Perry Saturn 
defeated Raven ... Brock Lesnar beat Tommy 
Dreamer ... Eddie Guerrero pinned Sho 
Funaki ... Billy Kidman defeated Crash Holly 
... WWF hardcore champion Rob Van Dam 
pinned Tazz. 

(11-03-07) 

—Chiris Fischer 


LIVONIA—Thunderzone Wrestling at the 
Thunderzone Arena: Melvin Hurtz beat Bucky 
Sawyer ... Tommy Johnson beat Steven 
Blade ... Special Ed defeated Almighty Ray ... 
TV champion Kamikaze defeated Prince Rom- 
eo... Tag team champions Billy Sawyer & Josh 
Movado beat Mark Gjoka & Mojo ... Gavin 
Starr defeated cruiserweight champion The 
Syrian Playboy to win the title ... Levi Blue & 
Hardbody Haggerty defeated Big Zed & Tom- 
my Thorn ... Tommy Johnson beat Danny 
Daniels in a steel cage match to win the vacant 
heavyweight title. 
(11-10-01) 

—fob Teet 


ST. CLOUD—MIW/FLWA at the Stardome: Big 
Daddy Hoofer beat Stormwolf ... Dr. Darin Davis 
& Travis Sharpe beat McCoy Counterfeit & Drej 
... Jeremy Halberg defeated Timebomb ... Mitch 
Paradise beat Robbie Thunder ... The Jungle 
Fighter defeated The Peacemaker ... Maj. May- 
hem beat Red Lightning ... Lacey & Phoenix 
beat Autumn Hayze & Rain ... Chuck Diese! 
defeated B.J. Van Buren ... Kamikaze & Lauden 
Payne beat Austin Aries & Playboy Pete Huge ... 
MIW heavyweight champion Chi-Town Thug 
defeated J.8. Trask and Horace the Psychopath 
in a triple threat match. 
(11-17-01) 

—Tim Larson 


FRIDLEY—Minnesota Independent Wrestling at the 
Main Event Bar & Grill: B.J. Van Buren beat 
McCoy Counterfeit ... Robbie Thunder beat 
cruiserweight champion Soul Brother | to win the 
title, then forfeited the championship claiming it was 
“beneath” him ... Justin Lee beat Stormwolf ... 
Playboy Pete Huge defeated Kamikaze ... TV 
champion Dr. Darin Davis beat Travis Sharpe .., 
Heavyweight champion Chi-Town Thug and 
Magnus Maximus battled to a double-countout ... 
Tag team champions J.B, Trask & Johnny Parks 
defeated Big Daddy Hoofer & K-Train. 
(11-10-01) 

—Tim Larson 


STANHOPE—JWA at the American Legion Hall: 
Ethan DeSade defeated Harry Acropolis ... Joe 
Rules defeated Rudo the Heel .,. Grand Master B 
pinned J.C. Grifter ... Luxurious Lynne pinned 
Foxy ... Tiger Mulligan pinned Slayer ... Hubie 


Volk pinned Joey Image ... Rick Silver defeated 
heavyweight champion Hot Rocker by countoult... 
Mike Quackenbush & Chris Krueger defeated 
Chris Hamrick & Guillotine LeGrande ... Dave 
Delicious pinned The Great Cerenzio to win the 
vacant GWF light heavyweight title 
(11-25-01) 

—Chester Black 


WEST PATERSON—IWF at Camp IWF: Joseph 
DelRios pinned Frankie Finesse ... Biggie Biggs 
pinned C.J. Summers ... Jason Havok pinned 
Mike Fashion ... American champion Josh 
Daniels defeated Hadrian ... John Royal pinned 
Felix Leon ... Heavyweight champion Roman 
defeated Kevin Knight and Rob Eckos in a triple 
threat match. 
(11-24-01) 

—Dorothy Podsvirow 


BURGAW—Atlantic Coast Championship Wrestling 
at the Middle School: Slash Walker beat Leo 
Allure by disqualification ... Cruiserweight champi- 
on Hangtime beat Caesar Augustus by disquaiifi- 
cation after Gluteus Maximus interfered ... Lotus 
defeated Marc Ash by disqualification ... TV cham- 
pion Boris Dragoff beat Viper ... Flex Phenom 
defeated Bobby Austin ... David Renegade & 
Mike Draven beat C.R. Smooth & Romeo ... 
Gluteus Maximus beat Nick Diamond. 
(11-17-01) 

—Marcus Watkins 


DUNN—Danger Zone Wrestling at the Dunn Police 
Athletic League Gym: The Varsity Bruiserz (with 
Coach Bawlzworth) defeated The Edd Brothers 
... Caesar Augustus defeated Dyce ... “Nitestic” 
Eddie Brown pinned Dirty Money ... Sean Lel & 





Ode eetr nnd id x avniiin 


Sonjey defeated The Swift Studds ... Simply 
Delicious Dino defeated Caprice Coleman, 
Hangtime, and Lotus in a four-way elimination 
match ... Krash the Milkman beat Haze ... Glut- 
eus Maximus defeated Timber the Lumberjack 
via disqualification. 
(11-11-01) 

—Ty Rentroe 


JACKSONVILLE—World Wrestling Alliance at 
White Oak High School: Spank beat John Span- 
gler ... Mare Ash beat Mikael Yamaha ... Amber 
Holly defeated Gee Star ... Heavyweight champion 
Rob “The Bull" McBride beat Corey Edsel in a 
bullrope match ... Bam Bam defeated Ethan Cage 
... Mad Max beat Bo Dupp by disqualification in a 
lumberjack match ... Flex Phenom & Spank beat 
Lumbee Warrior & Slick Rick. 
(11-10-01) 

—Marcus Watkins 


CHILLICOTHE—International Wrestling Alliance at 
the Backstage: Adam Devonalre pinned Rok 
Wyler ... Shigroth beat Death Adder ... Damien 
Kass defeated Fabulous Frederick of Hollywood 
... The Poe Boys beat The Riot Squad ... Bryan 
Fury pinned Zack Avery ... Repeat Offenders 
beat tag team champions Zero Tolerance to win 
the title ... Super Hugo beat Carlton Kaz Ill by cis- 
qualification ... Heavyweight champion “Too Cool” 
Trevor Lowe pinned The Holy Man. 
(11-15-01) 

—Bradley Ekstein 


CLEVELAND—WWF at the Gund Arena: Perry 
Saturn beat Billy Kidman ... Billy Gunn & Chuck 
Palumbo beat Justin Credible & Lance Storm ... 
Lita beal Jazz ... The Undertaker pinned William 


Believe it or not, Kurt Angle was nof done in by this Rock bottom delivered by the people's champ (above 
left). It wasn’t until Rock shocked Angle by reversing his anklelock that he got the pin. Chris Jericho gave 
Rock no time to celebrate, though, as he ran in and used the Walls of Jericho on him (above right). 
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Tazz just can't catch a break anywhere! He laughed at William Regal for kissing Vince 
McMahon's ass and ended up in a special challenge match against him. Regal wrestled in 


street clothes and si/l/beat him handlly. 


Regal ... WCW U.S. champion Kurt Angle beat 
Chris Jericho ... The Big Show pinned Mike 
Awesome ... WWF World tag team champions 
Booker T & Test beat The Hardy Boyz ... Kane 
pinned Dallas Page ... WCW World champion The 
Rock beat WWF World champion Steve Austin by 
disqualification. 
(11-10-01) 

—John Black 


WILMINGTON—NWF at the Expo Center: NWF 
official Roger Ruffen beat Dregen ... Taxi defeat- 
ed Pyro ... Nick Rivers and Prince Justice wres- 
tled to a no-contest when both men’s shoulders 
were counted down by different referees ... Tri-state 
champion Dozer beat Brian Beech when Rob 
Willlams interfered ... “Russian Bear” Ivan Koloff 
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beat Sam Cody by disqualification ... Chris Harris 
defeated Rab Williams by disqualification. 
(11-10-01) 

—Kelly Sonners 


DAYTON—Northern Wrestling Federation at the 
Burkhardt Center: Dregen beat Zach Avery ... 
Brian Beech beat Zodlac Il... Tyr (with Dregen) 
beat Pyro ... Nick Rivers defeated Zodiac | ... Tri- 
state champion Dozer beat Chris Harris ... Mr. 
Hayes defeated Zach Avery ... Roger Ruffen & 
Nick Rivers beat Taxi, Brett Michaels, & Jac 
Attack ... Rob Williams defeated Chris Harris 
when Dozer interfered ... Prince Justice beat 
Brian Beech, 
(11-09-01) 

—Kirk Sheppard 


TULSA—WWF at the Convention Center: Tajiri 
beat Spike Dudley ... Lita pinned Jazz ... Brock 
Lesnar defeated Perry Saturn ... Kane pinned 
William Regal ... Hardcore champion Rob Van 
Dam beat Booker T ... Tazz defeated Sho Funaki 
... Bradshaw & Faarooq beat Albert & Scotty 
Too Hotty and Justin Credible & Lance Storm in 
an elimination match ... Test pinned The Un- 
dertaker ... WWF World champion Steve Austin 
beat Kurt Angle. 
(11-25-01) 

—Matt Brock 


PHILADELPHIA—WWF at the First Union Genter: 
Tajiri beat Spike Dudley ... Lita pinned Jazz ... 
Brock Lesnar defeated Perry Saturn ... Kane 
pinned William Regal ... Hardcore champion Rob 
Van Dam beat Booker T ... Tazz defeated Sho 
Funaki ... Bradshaw & Faarooq beat Albert & 
Scotty Too Hotty and Justin Credible & Lance 
Storm in an elimination match ... Test pinned The 
Undertaker ... WWF World champion Steve 
Austin beat Kurt Angle. 
(11-24-01) 

—Joe Vincent 


WARRINGTON—Premier Wrestling Federation at 
the Warrington Skating Rink: Chris Hamrick won a 
battle royal ... Rocky Styles beat John Brody ... 
Rockin’ Rebel defeated Gino Giovanni ... Quiet 
Storm defeated Brian XL ... Junior heavyweight 
champ Billy Bax won a three-way match against 
Red and Trent Acid ... The Damned won a three- 
way bout against tag team champs The Rachies 
and The SAT to win the title ... Nick Berk pinned 
Nova ... Heavyweight champ Johnny Kashmere 
beat Chris Hamrick. 
(11-22-01) 

—B6ryan Fiegel 


GLENOLDEN—Liberty All-Star Wrestling at the 
Goodwill Fire Company: Donn E. Allen defeated 
Rough Ryder ... Light heavyweight champ White 
Lotus beat Ted Durst ... laggy Rose & Dr. Ruth- 
less defeated tag team champs The Krash Krew 
to win the title ... Chris Krueger beat Hellhound ... 
Rapid Fire Maldonado beat Patch ... James 
Proper beat Mongoose ,.. Rockin’ Rebel & 
Jimmy Jannetty defeated The Himalaya Playaz. 
(11-16-01) 

—Paul Johnson 


INDIANA—APWF at Diceman Ill: Kasanova Kato 
defeated TV champion Charlle Mansun to win the 
tile ... T.P. Hardcore defeated hardcore champion 
Charlie Mansun to win the title ... Jullo Dinero 
defeated Matt Vandal ... Tag team champions 
Zero Tolerance defeated Combat Kid & Sexy 
Shane Shadows ... Dr. Feelgood & Princess 
Jade defeated Jimi Fear & Nyxx in an intergender 
match ... Doink the Clown defeated The Fairy 
Godfather ... Nikolai Volkoff & Zubov defeated 
Bad Bubba Brewer & Sheik Abdul Hassan 
(Volkoff won the heavyweight title and Zubov won 
the U.S. title) ... Eli Yoder defeated Abe Yoder in 
Eli's retirement match ... Bad Bubba Brewer beat 
Kasanova Kato, The Fairy Godfather, and Shelk 
Abdul Hassan to win the Diceman Cup. 
(11-16-01) 

—Michael Stone 


McKEESPORT—NWA East at the Sportatorium: 
Guido Corleone won a battla royal ... J-Ru defeat- 
ed Kid Cupid ... Kid Ego defeated Amnesiac in a 
weapons match ... Scott Venom & Axl Law de- 
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Steve Austin didn't have a match on this edition of Raw, but he never needs an official reason 


ea eT ka | 
i 





‘ 


to beat the hell out of his pompous boss/arch-nemesis! 


feated Maxim & White Trash Hero ... Nikita 
Allanov and Bison wrestled to a double-disqualifi- 
cation ... Rocky Reynolds defeated Star to retain 
the NWA West Virginia/Ohio heavyweight title ... 
Paul Atlas, Jimmy Anjel, & Dale Price defeated 
Dash Bennett, Daron Smythe, & Sean Stylez ... 
Mad Mike & Crusher Hansen wrestled to a no- 
contest with Triple Crown champions Brandon K & 
Homicyde. 
(11-10-01) 

—Barry Lakler 


WIND GAP—Pocono Championship Wrestling at 
the Wind Gap Fire Company: The Japanese 
Assassin beat Billy Bax ... J.J. Johnston defeat- 
ed El Grande ... Mr. Qoh La La beat Johnny 
Maxx ... Ax Reagle beat Johnny Graham ... 
Sledge Hammer won a battle royal ... King Kong 
Bundy & Benny Stoltzfus beat Judd the Stud & 
Gene Snisky in a best-of-three-falls match ... 
Gillberg defeated Barry Hardy ... Heavyweight 
champion Buck Wylde pinned Mozart Fontaine. 
(11-10-01) 

—Steve Drew 


WEST COLUMBIA—Carolina Championship 
Wrestling at Merlin's: “Beautiful” Bobby Eaton 
defeated The Black Angel ... U.S. champion 
Mack Truck defeated Crazy Train ... Pinnacle 
Dragon defeated cruiserweight champion Rev. 
Sadie Grim to win the title ... Vincent |. Pain 
defeated Jeff “Nighthawk” Lewis and Kevin 
Anderson in a three-way dance ... Manslaughter 
beat “The Warlock” Norton Lewis ... “Bad 
Seed” Johnny Z beat “Redneck” Bubba Kirk ... 
Cruizer Lewis defeated Deon Johnson by dis- 
qualification. 
(11-11-01) 

—Harcourt Sellers 
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BRISTOL—WWF at Viking Hall: The Hurricane 
beat Spike Dudley ... Torrie Wilson & Jacquelyn 
defeated Mighty Molly & Jazz ... Brock Lesnar 
beat Perry Saturn ... Crash Holly, Randy Orton, & 
Ron Waterman defeated Tommy Dreamer, Billy 
Kidman, & Rico Constantino ... Justin Credible & 
Lance Storm beat Billy Gunn & Chuck Palumbo 
... Kane pinned Christian ,.. William Regal defeat- 
ed WCW cruiserweight champion Tajiri in a non-title 
match ... WCW U.S. champion Edge beat WWF 
Intercontinental champion Test in a non-titte match 
... WWF World tag team champions The Hardy 
Boyz beat WCW World tag team champions The 
Dudley Boyz in a non-title match ... WWF hardcore 
champion Rob Van Dam pinned Raven. 
(11-17-01) 

—Dan Murphy 


McMINNVILLE—Outlaw Wrestling Federation at 
Jake's Auction Barn: Mikey Woods beat Rock 
Dawg ... Jeff Bowman Jr. defeated Back Street 
by disqualification ... Jeff Bowman Sr. & Jeff 
Bowman Jr. beat Gypsy Joe & Dan Marrow ... 
Big Wood & Kenny Arden beat Viclous Vandy & 
Doug Harrison ... Adam Strange & Frost beat 
Bad Company in a kendo stick match. 
(11-16-01) 

—Justin Ramey 


NASHVILLE—NWA Wildside at Nashville Fair- 
grounds: Shane Eden & Lucky West beat Larry 
Valentine & G Money ... Steve Lane & Chris 
Gatlin beat Hot Rod Biggs & Kid Chaos ... Jimmy 
Rave defeated Homicide .., David Young defeated 
Christopher Dreams .., Kid Xtasy & Kid Kool 
beat Azrael & Gabriel ... North American champ 
Kevin White beat Ashley Hudson by disqualifica- 
tion ... Bart Sawyer defeated Barry Houston in a 
fan participation strap match ... AJ. Styles defeated 


Jason Cross ... James Storm beat Rick 
Michaels in a steel cage match. 
(11-10-01) 
—L.A, Goodman 


FORT WORTH—Texas Championship Wres- 
tling at the Sycamore Recreation Center: Apoc- 
alypse beat Jeremy Jett ... Cruiserweight 
champion Samir beat Joey Corman ... Larry 
Green & Jeremy Jett beat Hazardous Waste 
... Chico Torres defeated Kit Carson ... John 
Allen beat Epi the Phat Samoan. 
(11-10-01) 

—Samuel Sanota 


NORTH RICHLAND HILLS—NWA Southwest 
) Wrestling at the Texas Indoor Arena: Joey 
Corman pinned Terence Davis ... Brett Bonz 
pinned Kevin Duncan ... TV champion John 
Allen pinned Dash Riproc ... Hellraiser Hark 
pinned Mike Thunder ... Al Jackson & Mike 
Anthony beat Bobby 2 Badd & Hotstuff 
Hernandez. 
(11-09-01) 

—Rob Moore 
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7) NEWPORT NEWS—Virginia Championship 


Wrestling at Mitty’s Nightclub: Ray Storm & 
Mark Anthony defeated tag team champions 
Hot Property & Korie James to win the title ... 
Idol X defeated Dr. Studd ... 2 Damn Badd 
won a battle royal ... Cruiserweight champion 
Steve Perez defeated J.T. Rain by disqualifica- 
tion ... 2 Damn Badd, Preston Quinn, & Pat 
Anderson defeated Q-Sic, Christian York, & 
Joey Matthews, 

(11-18-01) 

—Pepper Longley 


BLUEWELL—All-Star Wrestling at the All-Star 
Sports Arena: Ray Idol beat Super Destoryer ... 
Flex Armstrong beat Beau James by disqualifica- 
tion ... Mark Holliday defeated Shawn Edwards 
.. The Rebel, Tony Givens, & Tommy Orion 
defeated Cuban Assassin Il, The Phantom, & 
Bryan Wayne ... Chris Gilbert beat U.S. champ 
Brian Logan by disqualification. 
(11-15-01) 

—Lester Greentield 


INTERNATIONAL 





STEINBACH, MANITOBA—Top Rope Champion- 
ship Wrestling at the Frantz Motor Inn: Johnny 
Malibu beat Ronnie Attitude ... T.J. Bratt defeat- 
ed Zack Mercury ... Darren Dalton pinned Moses 
Luke ... Chris Parys beat Rob Stardom in a hard- 
core match ... International champion Vance Neva- 
da pinned Shane Madison. 
(11-10-01) 

—Helen Brownfield 


NANAIMO, BRITISH COLUMBIA—ECCW/NWA 
Pacific Northwest at Beban Park: Ray Brooks beat 
Sweet Daddy Devastation ... Madison beat Bam 
Bam Bambi ... Michelle Starr defeated Scotty 
Mac ... Sweet Daddy Devastation beat Average 
Joe ... NWA Canada junior heavyweight champ 
American Dragon pinned Chance Beckett ... 
Scotty Mac won a doomsday battle royal in which 
the fans supplied the weapons. 
(17-09-01) 

—Dave Republic 
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ECW GUILTY AS CHARGED (New York, NY, 


Haminerstein Ballroom), Gyrus & Jerry Lynn 
beat Christian York & Joey Matthews World 
tag team champs Danny Doring & Roadkill beat 
Julio Dinero & E.Z. Money . Nova defeated 
Spike Dudley ... Tommy Dreamer beat C.W. 
Anderson in an “| Quit’ match ... Tajiri & Mikey 
Whipwreck beat Super Crazy & Kid Kash and 
Littke Guido Maritato & Tony Mamaluke in a 
three-way match ... Simon Diamond & 
Swinger beat Chilly Willy & Mahoney ... The 
sandman beat Justin Credible and World 
champion Steve Corino in a three-way match to 
win the title ... Rhyno defeated World champion 
The Sandman to win the title ... Rob Van Dam 
pinned Jerry Lynn. 

(January /) 


WCW SIN (Indianapolis, IN, Canseco Field- 
house): Cruiserweight champion Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. beat Shane Helms ... Reno pinned 
Big Vito .. The Jung Dragons beat Evan 
Karagias & Jamie Knoble ... The Cat beat 
WCW Commissioner Mike Sanders to win the 
commissionership .. Lance Storm, Mike 
Awesome, & Elix Skipper beat Rey Misterio 
Jr., Konnan, & Billy Kidman in a “Penalty Box” 
match ... Meng beat hardcore champ Terry 
Funk and Crowbar in a three-way match to win 
the title ... Chuck Palumbo & Sean O'Haire 
defeated World tag team champs Kevin Nash & 
Dallas Page to win the title ... Shane Douglas 
beat U.S. champ Gen. Rection in a first-blood 
match to win the title ... Lex Luger & Buff 
Bagwell defeated Bill Goldberg & DeWayne 
Bruce. Because of the loss, Goldberg was forced 
to retire from WCW ... World champion Scott 
Steiner beat Sid Vicious. Jeff Jarrett, and Road 
Warrior Animal in a four-way match. 

(January 14) 


WWE ROYAL RUMBLE (New Orleans, LA, 
New Orleans Arena); The Dudley Boyz beat 
World tag team champs Edge & Christian to win 
the title ... Chris Jericho beat Intercontinental 
champion Chris Benoit in a ladder match to win 
the title ... Women's champion Ivory beat Chyna 
... World champion Kurt Angle defeated Triple- 
H ... Steve Austin won the 30-man Royal 
Rumble, last eliminating Kane. 

(January 21) 


WOMEN OF WRESTLING (inglewood, CA, 
Great Wester Forum): Randi Rah Rah defeat- 
ed Jacqueline Hyde ... Farah & Paradise wres- 
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tled to a draw with The Beach Patrol ... Tanja 
defeated Jane Blood ... Nicky Law beat 
Heather Steele ... Boom Boom & Caliente beat 
Jade & Lotus ... Bronco Billie beat The 
Disciplinarian ... Slam Dunk wrestled to a dou- 
ble-disqualification with Roxie Powers ... Riot 
beat Wendi Wheels ... Jungle Girl defeated 
Beckie the Farmer's Daughter ... Caged Heat 
defeated Harley's Angels .,. Terri Gold beat 
Danger ... Lana Star won a three-way match 
over Ice Cold and Poison ... Thug defeated 
Selina Majors in a steel cage match. 

(February 4) 


WCW SUPERBRAWL REVENGE (Nashville, 


TN, Municipal Auditorium): Shane Helms won 
a SIx-way Cruiserweight elimination match, beat- 
ing Shannon Moore, Jamie Knoble, Yang, Evan 
Karagias, and Kaz Hayashi ... Hugh Morrus 
pinned The Wall ... World tag team champs 
Sean O'Haire & Chuck Palumbo defeated Mark 
Jindrak & Shawn Stasiak ... Cruiserweight 
champ Chavo Guerrero Jr. pinned Rey Misterio 
Jr. ... US. champ Rick Steiner pinned Dustin 
Rhodes ... Buff Bagwell & Lex Luger defeated 
Brian Adams & Mike Awesome. Awesome was 
disguised as Bryan Clark and attacked Adams 
late in the match before revealing his identity ... 
The Cat pinned Lance Storm to win the WCW 
commissionership ... Ghris Kanyon pinned Dal- 
las Page ... Dallas Page pinned Jeff Jarrett ... 
World champ Scott Steiner defeated Kevin Nash. 
(February 18) 


WWF NO WAY OUT (Las Vegas, NV, Thomas 
& Mack Center): The Big Show pinned hardcore 
champion Raven to win the title. Billy Gunn was 
one of several wrestlers to get involved in the 
match, and he pinned Raven for the belt at one 
point, only to see Raven pin him to regain it 
before getting pinned by Show ... Interconti- 
nental champion Chris Jericho won a four-way 
match involving Ghris Benoit, Eddie Guerrero, 
and X-Pac when he pinned X-Pac ... Stephanie 
McMahon-Helmsley pinned Trish Stratus after 
getting help from William Regal ... Triple-H 
defeated Steve Austin in a best-of-three-falls 
match. Austin won the first fall (no special stipu- 
lations) by pinning Triple-H, while Triple-H pinned 
Austin in both the second (streetfight rules) and 
third (steel cage) falls ... Steven Richards 
pinned Jerry Lawler. As the result of a prematch 
Stipulation, The Kat was then forced to join Right 
To Censor ... World tag team champions The 
Dudley Boyz defeated Christian & Edge and 
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Kane & The Undertaker in a tables match ... 
The Rock pinned World champion Kurt Angle to 
win the title. 

(February 25) 


WCW (Jacksonville, FL, Jacksonville 
Coliseum): Jason Jett pinned Kwee Wee ... 
Kid Romeo & Elix Skipper beat Billy Kidman & 
Rey Misterio Jr. in a tournament final to become 
the first-ever cruiserweight tag team champions 
... Shawn Stasiak pinned Bam Bam Bigelow 
... Mike Awesome & Lance Storm defeated 
Konnan & Hugh Morrus ... Shane Helms 
pinned cruiserweight champion Ghavo Guerrero 
Jr. to win the belt ... World tag team champions 
Sean O'Haire & Chuck Palumbo beat Buff 
Bagwell & Lex Luger ... The Cat pinned Chris 
Kanyon ... Booker T pinned U.S. champion Rick 
Steiner for the belt ... Dustin & Dusty Rhodes 
defeated Ric Flair & Jeff Jarrett ... World 
champion Scott Steiner beat Dallas Page. 
(March 18) 


WWF WRESTLEMANIA (Houston, Tx, 
Astrodome): Intercontinental champion Chris 
Jericho pinned William Regal ... Bradshaw, 
Faaroog, & Tazz defeated Bull Buchanan, The 
Goodfather, & Val Venis when Bradshaw pinned 
Goodfather ... Kane defeated hardcore champi- 
on Raven and The Big Show in a three-way 
match to win the title when he pinned Show ... 
Eddie Guerrero pinned European champion Test 
to capture the title ... Kurt Angle pinned Chris 
Benoit ... Chyna pinned women’s champion 
Ivory for the title ... Shane McMahon pinned 
Vince McMahon in a streetfight ... Christian & 
Edge defeated World tag team champions The 
Dudley Boyz and The Hardy Boyz in a three- 
way TLC match ... The Iron Sheik won the gim- 
mick battle royal, last eliminating Hillbilly Jim ... 
The Undertaker pinned Triple-H ... Steve 
Austin pinned World champion The Rock to win 
the title after Vince McMahon interfered. 

(April 1) 


WWF BACKLASH (Chicago, IL, Allstate 
Arena): Albert, Justin Credible, & X-Pac de- 
feated Buh Buh Ray, D-Von, & Spike Dudley ... 
Hardcore champion Rhyno pinned Raven ... 
William Regal pinned Chris Jericho in a 
“Duchess Of Queensbury” match ... Chris 
Benoit defeated Kurt Angle in a 30-minute ulti- 
mate submission match. Both men won three 
falls in the 30-minute period, then Benoit won a 
fourth in overtime ... Shane McMahon defeated 
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The Big Show in a last-man-standing match ... 
European champion Matt Hardy defeated 
Christian and Eddie Guerrero in a three-way 
match ... World champion Steve Austin & 
Intercontinental champion Triple-H beat World 
tag team champions Kane & The Undertaker to 
win the belts. 

(April 29) 


WWE INSURRENTION (London, England, 
Earls Court): Eddie Guerrero pinned Grand- 
master Sexay ... Dean Malenko & Perry Sat- 
um beat Crash & Hardcore Holly ... Bradshaw 
pinned The Big Show ... Christian & Edge beat 
The Dudley Boyz, Justin Credible & X-Pac, and 
The Hardy Boyz in a four-way elimination match 
... Chris Benoit beat Kurt Angle in a best-of- 
three-falls match by winning the first two falls ... 
Chris Jericho defeated William Regal by sub- 
mission ... The Undertaker defeated Steve 
Austin & Triple-H in a handicap match, 

(May 5) 


WWE JUDGMENT DAY (Sacramento, CA, 
Arco Arena); William Regal pinned Rikishi ... 
Kurt Angle defeated Chris Benoit in a best-of- 
three-falls match ... Hardcore champion Rhyno 
beat The Big Show and Test in a three-way 
match ... Women's champion Chyna pinned Lita 
... Kane pinned Intercontinental champion 
Triple-H to win the title in a chain match ... 
Chris Benoit & Chris Jericho won the seven- 
team gauntlet match by defeating Christian & 
Edge in the final fall ... World champion Steve 
Austin pinned The Undertaker. 

(May 20) 


WWF MING OF THE RING (East Rutherford, 
NJ, Continental Airlines Arena): Xing of the 
Ring tournament, semifinal matches: Kurt 
Angle pinned Christian ... Edge pinned Rhyno 
... World tag team champions The Dudley Boyz 
defeated Spike Dudley & Kane ... KOTR finals: 
Edge pinned Angle to win the tournament ... 
Light heavyweight champion Jeff Hardy pinned 
X-Pac ... Kurt Angle pinned Shane McMahon 
in a streetfight ... World champion Steve Austin 
defeated Chris Benoit and Chris Jericho in a 
triple threat match when he pinned Benoit. 

(June 24) 


WWE INWASION (Cleveland, OH, Gund 
Arena): Christian & Edge beat Mike Awesome 
& Lance Storm ... Earl Hebner pinned Nick 
Patrick ... WWF World tag team champions 
Bradshaw & Faarooq beat WCW World tag team 
champions Sean O'Haire & Chuck Palumbo in a 


non-title match ... WCW cruiserweight champion 
Billy Kidman beat WWF light heavyweight cham- 
pion X-Pac in a non-title match ... Raven pinned 
William Regal ... Albert, The Big Show, & Billy 
Gunn defeated Chris Kanyon, Hugh Morrus, & 
Shawn Stasiak ... Tajiri pinned Tazz ... Rob 
Van Dam pinned WWF hardcore champion Jeff 
Hardy to win the title ... Lita & Trish Stratus 
beat Stacy Keibler & Torrie Wilson in a bra and 
panties match ... Booker T, The Dudley Boyz, 
Dallas Page, & Rhyno beat Kurt Angle, Steve 
Austin, Chris Jericho, Kane, & The Undertaker 
when Booker pinned Angle after Austin tumed 
against Angle. 

(July 22) 


WWF SUMMERSLAM (San Jose, CA, Com- 
paq Center): Edge pinned WWF Intercontinental 
champion Lance Storm to win the title ... The 
Dudley Boyz & Test beat Bradshaw, Faaroogq, 
& Spike Dudley ... WCW cruiserweight champi- 
on X-Pac pinned WWF light heavyweight cham- 
pion Tajiri to win the belt ... Chris Jericho de- 
feated ARhyno by submission ... Rob Van Dam 
beat WWF hardcore champion Jeff Hardy in a 
ladder match to win the title ... WCW World tag 
team champions Kane & The Undertaker de- 
feated WWF World tag team champions Chris 
Kanyon & Dallas Page to win the belts ... Kurt 
Angle defeated WWF World champion Steve 
Austin when referee Nick Patrick disqualified 
Austin for abusing three other referees who had 
attempted to officiate the match ... The Rock 
pinned WCW World champion Booker 7 to win 
the title. 

(August 19) 


WWF UNFORGIVEN (Pittsburgh, PA, Mellon 
Arena): WWF World tag team champions The 
Dudley Boyz beat The Hurricane & Lance 
Storm, The Big Show & Spike Dudley, and The 
Hardy Boyz in a four-way match ... Perry Sat- 
urn pinned Raven ... Christian pinned WWF 
Intercontinental champion Edge to win the title 
... WCW World tag team champions Kane & The 
Undertaker defeated Kronik ... WWF hardcore 
champion Rob Van Dam pinned Chris Jericho 
... WCW World champion The Rock defeated 
Booker T & Shane McMahon in a handicap 
match when he pinned Booker ... Rhyno pinned 
WCW U.S. champion Tajiri to win the title ... 
Kurt Angle defeated WWF World champion 
Steve Austin by submission to win the title. 
(September 23) 


WWE NO MERCY (st. Louis, MO, Savvis 
Center): WCW World tag team champions The 


Hardy Boyz defeated The Hurricane & Lance 
Storm ... Test pinned Kane ... Torrie Wilson 
pinned Stacy Keibler in a lingerie match ... 
Edge defeated Intercontinental champion Chris- 
tian in a ladder match to win the belt ... WWF 
World tag team champions The Dudley Boyz 
beat The Big Show & Tajiri ... The Undertaker 
pinned Booker T ... Chris Jericho pinned WCW 
World champion The Rock to win the title ... 
WWF World champion Steve Austin beat Kurt 
Angle and Rob Van Dam in a triple threat match 
when he pinned Van Dam. 

(October 21) 


WWF REBELLION (Manchester, England, 
Manchester Evening News Arena): Billy Gunn 
& Chuck Palumbo beat Justin Credible & Lance 
Storm ... WWF Intercontinental champion Edge 
beat Christian in a steel cage match ... Scotty 
Too Hotty pinned The Hurricane ... The Big 
Show pinned Dallas Page ... WCW World tag 
team champions The Dudley Boyz beat Brad- 
shaw & Faaroog and The Hardy Boyz in an 
elimination match ... William Regal beat WCW 
cruiserweight champion Tajiri in a non-title match 
... WCW World champion Chris Jericho defeated 
WCW U.S. champion Kurt Angle ... Torrie 
Wilson & Lita beat Mighty Molly & Stacy Keibler 
(Trish Stratus was the quest referee) ... WWF 
World champion Steve Austin pinned The Rock. 
(November 4) 


WWF SURVIVOR (Greensboro, NC, 
Greensboro Coliseum): Christian defeated Al 
Snow ... William Regal beat WCW cruiser- 
weight champion Tajiri in a non-title match ... 
WCW U.S. champion Edge defeated WWF Inter- 
continental champion Test in a title unification 
match ... WCW World tag team champions The 
Dudley Boyz beat WWF World tag team champi- 
ons The Hardy Boyz in a steel cage title unifica- 
tion match ... Test won a 22-man immunity bat- 
tle royal, last eliminating Billy Gunn. As the win- 
ner of the event, Test received immunity from 
being fired for a period of one year regardless of 
the outcome of the main event ... Trish Stratus 
beat Ivory, Mighty Molly, Jazz, Lita, and Jac- 
quelyn in a six-way match for the vacant 
women's title when she pinned Ivory ... The 
Rock, Chris Jericho, The Big Show, Kane, & 
The Undertaker defeated Steve Austin, Kurt 
Angle, Shane McMahon, Booker T, & Rob Van 
Dam in an elimination match when Rock pinned 
Austin after Angle hit Austin with the WWF title 
belt. As a result of a prematch stipulation, the 
Alliance was ousted from the WWF. 

(November 18) 
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Ratings, . shit VF 
We still have 274 different editions 
in our inventory, and we are now 
making them available to the public 
at these incredibly low prices: 





5 P 


(plus $1.50 postage & 


10 Paci 


(plus $2.50 postage & har 


handling) 








(plus $3.25 postage & handing) 
Send a self-addressed stamped legal-sized 
envelope to receive a complete listing of the 
date and headline story of each available 


issue. fee: cannot be sent if we do not 
receive a SASE!) 


Send To: 
PWiI Weekly Listing 
RO. Box 910 


Fort Washington, PA 
19034 
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(Continued from page 13) 


Donovan Morgan and Jardi Frantz 
wrestled in front of their hometown 
fans. In the end, however, California 
fans were treated to a repeat of the 
finals of this years ECWA Super 8 
tournament. The only difference? 
American Dragon beat Low-ki (at 
the Super 8 it was the other way 
around) to win his first King of the 
Indies trophy. Congrats go out to all 
for putting on such an exciting tour- 
nament. 

Crusher Hansen is the new 
NWA East Triple Crown champion 
following his wild defeat of Brandon 
K in late-November. The match was 
a clash of styles, as Hansen em- 
ployed power maneuvers throughout 
the match and K tried to avoid those 


| moves by remaining speedy and mo- 


bile. K quickly grew impatient, how- 
ever, and leveled Hansen with title 


belt shots on three different occa- 


sions. Amazingly (and with help from 
Quinn Magnum and NWA East sen- 


_ jor official Sean Patrick), Hansen re- 


covered after all three belt shots and 
gained the pinfall to win the Triple 
Crown, After the match, Hansen 
couldn't be silenced. 

“We had this match mastermind- 
ed from the beginning,” Hansen said 
in between chugs of Gatorade back- 
Stage. “We knew what Brandon and 
his boys were going to do and we 
were ready for them. Brandon’s pretty 
stupid if he thought he was going to 
hold on to the Triple Crown forever.” 

Try this one on for size: On Mo- 
torhead’s upcoming album, Triple-H 
is set to perform some spoken word. 
Never thought I'd write (or read) 
those words ... Bret Hart's wrestling 
days might be over, but the best 
there is, the best there was, and the 
best there ever will be isn't averse to 
strapping on the sharpshooter every 
now and again. While touring with 
the World Wrestling All-Stars in the 


| United Kingdom, Hart, who is the 


WWA's acting commissioner, locked 


AW 


AN 





For some reason, California-based indy 
star Michael Modest couldn't get a break 
with one of the big promotions in the 
U.S. He's doing a lot better in Japan, 
where he was recently in the main event 
of a NOAH card. 


up WWA champion Jeff Jarrett in 
the sharpshooter to a tremendous 
ovation ... Michael Modest, who 
could barely get a tryout match with 
either WCW or the WWF in recent 
years, iS garnering quite a reputation 
in Japan while working with Pro 
Wrestling NOAH. Recently, Modest 
even participated in a NOAH main 
event. He partnered with Vader to 
take on Jun Akiyama and Akitoshi 
Saito. Makes you wonder why this 
guy never broke through with any of 
the then-Big Three. 

Well, fans, that does it for me this 
month. Enjoy your wanderings. 

(Will Welsh can be reached via e- 
mail at PWIRingside@home.com) | 
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Our AN 2002 i issue WOS OU 
annual State OF The Gome issue, and 
getting a handle on the state of the 
game this year was more difficult than if 
was in any previous year. Only one 
mojor promotion in the U.S. remains, 

‘after all, But we tried fo provide a com- 
prehensive report on where the industry 
stands, and our readers responded. 

“| Ihink you guys gave a good, 
hones! appraisal of the scene,” e- 
mailed Tom Thorne of Pontiac, 
Michigan. “Things are not exactly 
great right now, but there are reasons 
for optimism, too.” 

"The mos! discouraging thing | read 
in that issue was about the indepen- 
dents,” wrote J.T. Freed of Amarillo; 
Texas. “It seems like only a few of them 
dre doing really well. It wasn't long aga 
that the indies were thriving. | hope they 
make o comeback.” 

"People have to keep things in 
perspective,” e-mailed Don DeLeo of 


Parkland, Florida. “The state of the 
game isn’t real strong, but it’s much 
stronger than it was before the latest 
wrestling boom started about five | 


years ogo,” 





100 a PWia 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes readers’ comments on any 
of our stories or columns. 

Send etters to: 

BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Or you can e-mail your comments to 
prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com 
Letters preceded by a < indicate 
letters left by fans on the PW/ 
Hotline (1-900-884-4PWI; 
see ad elsewhere in this issue). 


ALL JAZZED UP 

I was so excited to see Jazz 
revealed as the mystery woman in the 
six-pack match for the vacant WWF 
women’s title at Survivor Series. | 
thought for sure the way it was being 
hyped that it would be either Sable or 
Chyna, and although a lot of people 
were probably disappointed that it 
wasn't, | was glad to see Jazz again. | 
didn't think the WWF would be 
interested in her once ECW folded, 
but apparently someone in that com- 
pany has an eye for women with 
wrestling talent and not just pretty 
faces and killer bodies. Even though 
Jazz didn’t win the women’s ttle at 
Survivor Series, she will show every- 
one soon that she is the best woman 

wrestler in the WWF, 
MICHAEL FRANKS 
Haddon Heights, NJ 


A LITTLE HUMILITY PLEASE! 

After reading about Goldberg in 
the February 2002 issue (“Bill 
Goldberg: ‘I'll Be Back!’ But How 
Long Will We Have To Wait?”), I 
have only one question to ask: Does 
Goldberg really believe he can just stroll 
into the WWF and take over? The man’s 
living in a dream world. Soon the NWO 
will invade the WWF, not to mention the 
returning Triple-H, 

Goldberg’s also crazy if he thinks his 
so-called “friendship” with Kevin Nash 
will overshadow Nash’s friendship with 
Scott Hall. Ha! I can’t ever see that hap- 
pening. It might sound like I don’t want 
Goldberg to come back, but I do. I can’t 
wait to see him get his ass handed to him 
by Triple-H and a 50-pound sledgeham- 
mer—or see him get beaten up by the 
NWO. 


' try ye 


ol AY "3 re th il 





A lot of fans were surprised to see Jazz show up as 
the sixth entrant in the match for the vacant WWF 
women's title at Survivor Series. lt was a very pleas- 
ant surprise for reader Michael Franks. 


Hey, Goldberg, do you remember the 
cattle prod that Hall zapped you with? 
Well, that was nothin’, pal. You've been 
reading too many of your own press clip- 
pings, and you need a good dose of reality. 

TONY McLAUGHLIN 
Lafayette, IN 


@ PUCKER UP! 


I can’t believe William Regal actually 
kissed Vince McMahon's butt live on Raw. 
I thought he’d weasel out of it at the last 
minute or that Vince would stop him at the 
last minute, but he did it! This is the kind 
of outrageous stuff that made the WWF so 


much fun to watch. I’m glad to see 
WWE Attitude ts back! 

MATT LOOMIS 

Charleston, SC 
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The WWF is finally starting to 
make sense again. Steve Austin Is 
chugging beers and embracing cheers, 
which is what he should be doing. 
Chris Jericho has turned heel and is 
acting like a raving lunatic, which is 
much better than him getting cheap 
laughs by telling people to shut the 
hell up and calling Stephanie a ho. 
Kurt Angle is back to being his natur- 
al arrogant self. And The Rock is still 
electrifying crowds, I'm excited to be 
a WWF fan for the first time in six 
months. 

PERRY D'ANGELO 
Snow Hill, MD 


Dan Murphy made some great 
points in his “Straight Shooter” col- 
umn in the February issue. There is 
way too much stuff about wrestling 
available on the Internet today, and 
people are too quick to believe what 
they read there. And I don’t just mean 
that in reference to wrestling. Just the 
other day a friend of mine got all mad 
when he read something on the 
Internet about Kevin Nash appearing 
on Raw that night, and when he 
wasn't there, my friend got really 
mad. I’m sure it was some idiot post- 
ing a rumor he heard from someone 
who didn’t know what he was talking 
about. 





lt appeared Ric Flair's in-ring career was about over when he feuded with his son, 
David, in 2000. Now a match with Vince McMahon could be In his future. Buck Moran 


hopes that isn't the case. 


I also agree with Murphy's point 
that wrestlers have become too will- 
ing to talk about the inner workings of 
their profession. Sometimes we don’t 
need to know the whole story. 

PATRICK LeBEAU 
Exton, PA 


It's about time Ric Flair showed up 
in the WWF. I was afraid for a while 
that the “Nature Boy” was going to be 
retired from wrestling completely, but 
he’s just what Vince McMahon needs 
to keep him on his toes. | hope Flair 
isn’t tempted to go after one more 
world title, though. He's well past his 
50th birthday now, and | don’t think 
we need to see him in tights even one 
more time. Right now it looks like 
there might be a Flair vs. McMahon 


PW/ HOTLINE EXTRA! 


YOUR ANSWERS TO OUR QUESTION OF THE WEEK! 

~ Question of the Week: Do you think the XWF stands a good chance of being 

successful? (November 20 to November 26, 2001) | 
Hotline callers respond: “It all depends on one thing, and that's whether 

they can get their show on a cable network somehow,” said Peter Mumford of 


Tallahassee, Florida. “If the XWF can't do that, it has no chance.” 

“| don't expect the XWF to challenge the WWF as the number-one federa- 
tion, but with experienced guys like Jimmy Hart and Greg Valentine involved, | 
do expect it to be a solid number two," said Joe Ryman of Cedar Rapids, lowa. 

“Unless they get a good TV deal, develop a hot new superstar, and get one 
or two top guys from the WWF, | don't see the XWF succeeding in a big way,” 
responded Mike Hart of Lincoln, Nebraska. 





match in the works, maybe at Wres- 
tleMania, and even though Flair is my 
all-time favorite, I hope it doesn’t 
happen, Seeing him in the ring against 
his own son back in 2000 and in a bad 
match with Sting at the last Nitro was 
hard enough to watch. He doesn’t 
need to try to prove himself to anyone 
anymore. 
BUCK MORAN 
Concord, NC 


= =: 


I find it very interesting that almost 
everyone | talk to thinks either Rob 
Van Dam or Edge is going to be the 
next big star in the WWE. Maybe 
they're right, but I don’t believe that 
Test gets the credit he should be get- 
ting. He has what RVD and Edge 
don’t have, and that’s size. He's big 
and he’s real strong. For those people 
who say he’s not a great talker or is 
getting more of a push than he 
deserves, I'd ask you to think back to 
the days when he was part of T& A 
with Albert. He was hardly given any 
chance to talk back then, and his 
wrestling wasn’t much better. He has 
gotten a lot better as a wrestler in the 
last 18 months, and I think he'll 
improve even more in the next year. 
In fact, I'm predicting right now that 
he'll be your Most Improved Wrestler 
of the Year for 2002. 

ERICH VAN DYKE 
Casper, WY 
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Diesel: 1995 


WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 
2000: The Rock 
Runners-up: 1—Triple-H, 2—Booker T, 
3—Kurt Angle 
1999: Steve Austin 
Runners-up: 1—The Rock, 2—Sting, 3— 
Tazz 
1998: Steve Austin 
Runners-up: 1—Bill Goldberg, 2—Dallas 
Page, 3—Rocky Maivia 
1997: Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Steve Austin, 2—The 
Undertaker, 3—Dallas Page 
1996: The Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Shawn Michaels, 2—Ric 
1995: Diesel 
Runners-up: 1—Shawn Michaels, 2— 
Sting, 3—Hulk Hogan 
1994: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—B8ret Hart, 2—Razor 
1993: Big Van Vader 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart, 2—Shawn 
Michaels, 3—Yokozuna 
1992: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Ron Simmons, 2—Rick 
Rude, 3—Gret Hart 
1991; Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Lex Luger, 2—Bret Hart, 
3—Sting 
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SUPERSTATS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS: 


ie ‘ta; 


This is a complete listing of all PW// Achievement Award winners. We've also provided a 


comprehensive listing of runners-up (which were first reported in 1976) for all awards. 


Award winners were first presented annually in the pages of Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
effective with our March 1982 issue. Prior to that, awards appeared in Sports Review 
Wrestling (1980 awards in the March 1981 edition), Sports Review Wrestling Annual (1977- 
79 awards in Spring 1978, '79, and '80 editions), and Victory Sports Series Wrestling 
Annualand Yearbook editions (1972-76 awards in issues #4, 7, 11, 14, and 18). 


1990: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Ultimate Warrior, 2—Hulk 
Hogan, 3—Lex Luger 
1989: Ric Flair 
Runners-up; 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Lex Luger, 
3—ARick Steamboat 
1988: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—Jerry Lawler, 2—Lex 
1987: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Randy 
1986: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Randy 
Savage, 3—Nikita Koloff 
1985: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Rick 
Martel, 3—Sgt. Slaughter 
1984: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Kerry Von 
Erich, 3—Rick Martel 
1983; Harley Race 
Runners-up: 1—Nick Bockwinkel, 2— 
Andre the Giant, 3—Bob Backlund 
1982: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Hulk Hogan, 
3—VJimmy Snuka 
1981: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2—Tommy 
1980: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Harley Race, 2—Verne 
1979: Harley Race 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 2—Jimmy 
1978: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2—Rick 
Steamboat, 3—Harley Race 
1977: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Superstar Graham, 2— 
Bob Backlund, 3—Harley Race 


1976: Terry Funk 
Runners-up: 1—Bruno Sammartino, 2— 
Nick Bockwinkel, 3—Paul Jones 

1975: Mr. Wrestling Il 

1974: Bruno Sammartino 

1973: Jack Brisco 

1972: Pedro Morales 


TAG TEAM OF THE YEAR 
2000: The Hardy Boyz 
Runners-up: 1—Chnstian & Edge, 2—The 
1999: Kane & X-Pac 
Runners-up; 1—The Hardy Boyz, 2— 
Harlem Heat, 3—The Dudley Boyz 
1998: The New Age Outlaws 
Runners-up: 1—Sabu & Rob Van Dam, 2— 
Kane & Mankind, 3—Kane & The Undertaker 
1997: Scott Hall & Kevin Nash 
Runners-up: 1—Rick & Scott Steiner, 2— 
The Road Warriors, 3—Lex Luger & The Giant 
1996; Harlem Heat 
Runners-up: 1—The Eliminators, 2—Rick & 
Scott Steiner, 3—The Gangstas 
1995: Harlem Heat 
Runners-up: 1—The Smokin’ Gunns, 2— 
Owen Hart & Yokozuna, 3—Aick & Scott 
Steiner 
1994; The Nasty Boys 
Runners-up: 1—The Headshrinkers, 2— 
Public Enemy, 3—The Rick ‘n’ Roll Express 
1993: Rick & Scott Steiner 
Runners-up: 1—The Hollywood Blonds, 
2—Nioney Inc., 3—The Heavenly Bodies 
1992: Terry Gordy & Steve Williams 
Runners-up; 1—The Natural Disasters, 2— 
Rick & Scott Steiner, 3—Bany Windham & 
Dustin Rhodes 
1991: Larry Zbyszko & Am Anderson 
Runners-up: 1—Legion of Doom, 2—Rick 
& Scott Steiner, 3—Robert Fuller & Jeff 
Jarrett 






1990: Rick & Scott Steiner 
Runners-up: 1—Demolition, 2—Doom, 3— 
Legion of Doom 

1989: Tully Blanchard & Am Anderson 
Runners-up: 1—Demolition, 2—The Road 
Warriors, 3—Jim Garvin & Michael! Hayes 

1988: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—The Midnight Express, 2— 
Demolition, 3—Tully Blanchard & Arn 
Anderson 

1987: The Midnight Express 
Runners-up: 1—The Hart Foundation, 2— 
The Road Warriors, 3—The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express 

1986: The Rock 'n' Roll Express 
Runners-up: 1—The Road Warriors, 2— 
The British Bulldogs, 3—The Midnight 
Rockers 

1985: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—Ted DiBiase & Steve 
Williams, 2—Ivan & Nikita Koloff, 3—The 
British Bulldogs 

1984: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up; 1—Kerry, Kevin, & Mike Von 
Erich, 2—The Fabulous Ones, 3—The Rock 
'n’ Roll Express 

1983: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up: \—Kery, Kevin, & David Von 
Erich, 2—Michael Hayes, Terry Gordy, & 

1982: Greg Gagne & Jim Brunzell 
Runners-up: 1—Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito, 2— 
The Freebirds, 3—Ole Anderson & Stan 
Hansen 

1981: The Fabulous Freebirds 
Runners-up: 1—RAick Martel & Tony Garea, 
2—WMr. Fuji & Mr. Saito, 3—Greg Gagne & 
Jim Brunzell 

1980: Jimmy Snuka & Ray Stevens 
Runners-up: 1—Nr. Wrestling & Mr. Wres- 
tling ll, 2—The Samoans, 3—Verne Gagne & 
Mad Dog Vachon 

1979: Ivan Putski & Tito Santana 
Runners-up: 1—VJerry & Johnny Valiant, 
2—Paul Jones & Baron Von Raschke, 3— 
The Spoiler & Mark Lewin 

1978: Rick Steamboat & Paul Jones 
Runners-up: 1—The Yukon Lumberjacks, 
2—Mike Graham & Steve Kein, 3—Greg 
Gagne & Jim Brunzell 

1977: Gene & Ole Anderson 
Runners-up: 1—Mr. Fuji & Prof. Tanaka, 
2—Greg Gagne & Jim Brunzell, 3—ARic Fair 
& Greg Valentine 

1976: The Executioners 
Runners-up; 1—Gene & Ole Anderson, 2— 
Billy White Wolf & Chief Jay Strongbow, 3— 
Jimmy & Johnny Valiant 

1975: Gene & Ole Anderson 


1974; Jimmy & Johnny Valiant 
1973: Nick Bockwinkel & Ray Stevens 
1972: Bruiser & Crusher 


MATCH OF THE YEAR 

2000; Christian & Edge vs. The Hardy Boyz 
vs. The Dudley Boyz 
Runners-up: 1—Chrs Jericho vs. Triple-H, 
2—Christian & Edge vs. The Hardy Boyz vs. 
The Dudley Boyz, 3—Super Crazy vs. 
Yoshihiro Tajiri 

1999: The Rock vs. Mankind 
Runners-up: 1—Rob Van Dam vs. Jerry 
Lynn, 2—Steve Austin vs. Vince McMahon, 
3—The Rock vs. Steve Austin 

1998: The Undertaker vs. Mankind 
Runners-up: 1—Shawn Michaels vs. Steve 
Austin, 2—Bill Goldberg vs. Hollywood 
Hogan, 3—Taz vs. Bam Bam Bigelow 

1997: Bret Hart vs. Steve Austin 
Runners-up: 1—Eddie Guerrero vs, Rey 
Misterio Jr., 2—Shawn Michaels vs. The 
Undertaker, 3—Terry Funk vs. The Sandman 
vs. Stevie Richards 

1996: Shawn Michaels vs. Bret Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Shawn Michaels vs. 
Mankind, 2—Sabu vs. Rob Van Dam, 3— 
War Games 

1995: Diesel vs. Shawn Michaels 
Runners-up: 1—VJeff Jarrett vs. Shawn 
Michaels, 2—Hariem Heat vs. The Nasty 
Boys, 3—Psicosis vs. Rey Misterio Jr. 

1994: Shawn Michaels vs. Razor Ramon 
Runners-up: 1—The Nasty Boys vs. Cactus 
Jack & Maxx Payne, 2—Ric Fiair vs. Hulk 
Hogan, 3—Alundra Blayze vs. Bull Nakano 

1993: Shawn Michaels vs. Marty Jannetty 
Runners-up: 1—Steiners vs, Heavenly 
Bodies, 2—Rick Rude vs. Dustin Rhodes, 
3—Cactus Jack vs. Big Van Vader 

1992: Davey Boy Smith vs. Bret Hart 

Runners-up: 1—Brian Pillman vs. Jushin 

Liger, 2—Royal Rumble, 3—Rick Steamboat 

vs. Rick Rude 

The Steiners vs. Sting & Lex Luger 

Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart vs. Curt Hennig, 

2—Lex Luger vs. Ron Simmons, 3—Cactus 

Jack vs. Eddie Gilbert 

1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior 
(Warrior wins WWF World title) 
Runners-up; 1—Sting vs. Ric Flair, 2—Hulk 
Hogan vs. Earthquake, 3—Roya!l Rumble 

1989: Ric Flair vs, Rick Steamboat 
(Flair wins his sixth NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. Randy 
Savage, 2—Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat, 
3—Eric Embry vs. P.Y. Chu-Hi 

1988: Andre the Giant vs. Hulk Hogan 
(Andre wins WWF World title) 


1991 


i: i 


Hulk Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior: 1990 


Runners-up: 1—Sting vs. Ric Fair, 2—Jery 
Lawler vs. Curt Hennig, 3—Ultimate Wamior 
vs. Honky Tonk Man 

1987: Rick Steamboat vs. Randy Savage 
(Steamboat wins WWF I-C title) 
Runners-up: 1—War Games: The Match 
Beyond |, 2—Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the 
Giant, 3—Ronnie Garvin vs. Ric Flair 

1986: Dusty Rhodes vs. Ric Flair 
(Dusty wins NWA World title at 
Great American Bash) 
Runners-up: 1—The British Bulldogs vs. 
Greg Valentine & Brutus Beefcake, 2—The 
Road Warriors vs. Ronnie Garvin & Magnum 
T.A, 3—Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Omdorit 

1985; Hulk Hogan & Mr. T vs. Roddy Piper & 
Paul Omdorff (WrestleMania |) 
Runners-up: 1—The Road Wariors vs. Wan 
& Nikita Kolotf, 2—Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff, 
3—ARick Martel vs. Bob Backlund 

1984; Kerry Von Erich vs. Ric Flair 
(Von Erich captures NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Martel vs. Jumbo 
Tsuruta, 2—Hulk Hogan vs. The Iron Sheik, 
3—Ric Alair vs. Rick Steamboat 

1983: Harley Race vs. Ric Flair 
(Race wins seventh NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Aick Steamboat & Jay 
Youngblood vs. Sot. Slaughter & Don 
Kemodle, 2—Don Muraco vs. Pedro Morales, 
3—Tommy Rich vs. Buzz Sawyer 

1982: Bob Backlund vs. Jimmy Snuka 
(cage match) 
Runners-up: 1—B8ob Backlund vs. Ric Flair, 
2—Nick Bockwinkel vs. Otto Wanz, 3—Nick 
Bockwinkel vs. Otto Wanz 

1981: Andre the Giant vs. Killer Khan 
Runners-up: 1—Aic Fiair vs. Dusty Rhodes, 
2—Bob Backlund vs. Don Muraco, 3— 
Michael Hayes vs. Terry Gordy 
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1980: Bruno Sammartino vs. Larry Zbyszko 
(cage match) 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant vs. Hulk 
Hogan, 2—Verne Gagne vs. Nick Bock- 
winkel, 3—Dusty Rhodes vs. Bob Backlund 

1979: Dusty Rhodes vs. Harley Race 
(Rhodes wins NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund vs. Pat 
Patterson, 2—Nick Bockwinkel vs. Bob 
Backlund, 3—Wr. Wrestling |l vs. Emie Ladd 

1978: Bob Backlund vs. Superstar Graham 
(Backlund wins WWF World title) 
Runners-up: 7—Blackjack Mulligan vs. Ric 
Flair, 2—Dusty Rhodes vs. Superstar 
Graham (bullrope match) 3—Rick Steamboat 
vs. Ric Flair 

1977: Superstar Graham vs. Bruno Sammartino 
(Graham wins WWF World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes vs. Su- 
perstar Graham, 2—Andre the Giant vs. Ric 
Flair, 3—Greg Gagne vs. Bob Backlund 

1976: Bruno Sammartino vs. Stan Hansen 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk vs. Rocky 
Johnson, 2—Nick Bockwinkel vs. Baron Von 
Raschke, 3—Andre the Giant vs. Abdullah 
the Butcher 

1975: Bruno Sammartino vs. Spiros Arion 

1974: Dory Funk Jr. vs. Jack Brisco 

1973: Harley Race vs. Dory Funk Jr. (Race wins 
first NWA World title) 

1972: Bruno Sammartino wins 22-man Los 
Angeles battle royal 


FEUD OF THE VEAR 

2000: Kurt Angle vs. Triple-H 
Runners-up: 1—Triple-H vs. The Rock, 2— 
Booker T vs. Jeff Jarrett, 3—Christian & 
Edge vs. The Hardy Boyz 

1999; Steve Austin vs. Vince McMahon 
Runners-up: Triple-H vs. The Rock, 2— 
Jerry Lynn vs. Rob Van Dam, 3—Ric Flair vs. 
Hulk Hogan 

1998: Steve Austin vs. Vince McMahon 
Runners-up: i—NWO Wolfpac vs. NWO 
Hollywood, 2—Ric Flair vs. Eric Bischoff, 3— 
Rocky Maivia vs. Ken Shamrock 

1997: Randy Savage vs. Dallas Page 
Runners-up: 1—Steve Austin vs. Bret Hart, 
2—Hulk Hogan vs.Roddy Piper, 3—Sabu vs. 
Taz 

1996: Eric Bischoff vs. Vince McMahon 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair vs. Randy Savage, 
@—Mankind vs. The Undertaker, 3—Jamie 
Dundee vs, Wolfie D 

1995; Axi Rotten vs. lan Rotten 
Runners-up: 1—Harlem Heat vs. The Nasty 
Boys, 2—Jeff Jarrett vs. Razor Ramon, 3— 
Ric Flair vs. Randy Savage 

1994: Bret Hart vs. Owen Hart 
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Runners-up; 1—Hulk Hogan vs. Aic Flair, 
2—Randy Savage vs. Crush, 3—Sabu vs. 
Terry Funk 

1993: Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Aick Rude vs. Dustin 
Rhodes, 2—Cactus Jack vs. Big Van Vader, 
3—Tony Anthony vs, Tracey Smothers 

1992: The Moondogs vs. Jeff Jarrett & 
Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair vs. Randy Savage, 
2—Ultimate Warrior vs, Papa Shango, 3— 
Rick Rude vs. Rick Steamboat 

1991: Ultimate Warrior vs. The Undertaker 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs, Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter, 2—Sting vs. Cactus Jack & Abdullah the 
Butcher, 3—Lex Luger vs. Ron Simmons 

1990: Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs, Earthquake, 
2—ltimate Warrior vs. Rick Rude, 3—Chris 
Adams vs. steve Austin 

1989: Ric Flair vs, Terry Funk 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs, Randy 
Savage, 2—Akbar’s Army vs. Eric Embry, 
3—Aoddy Piper vs. Rick Aude 

1988: Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Rude vs. Jake Rob- 
erts, 2—Kerry Von Erich vs. Jerry Lawler, 
3—Hulk Hogan & Randy Savage vs. Ted 
DiBiase & Andre the Giant 

1987: Four Horsemen vs. Superpowers & 
Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—Randy Savage vs. Rick 
Steamboat, 2—Jernry Lawler vs, Tommy Rich 
& Austin Idol, 3—Brian Adias vs, Kevin Von 
Erich 

1986: Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Orndorff 
Runners-up: 1—Fic Flair vs. Dusty Rhodes, 
2—The Sheepherders vs, The Fantastics, 
3—The Midnight Express vs. The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express 





Ax! Rotten vs. lan Rotten: 1995 





MOST POPULAR WRESTLER 
OF THE YEAR 
2000: The Rock 
Runners-up: 1—Rob Van Dam, 2—Chris 
Jericho, 3—Bill Goldberg 
1999: The Rock 
Runners-up: 1—Steve Austin, 2—Bil| 
Goldberg, 3—WMankind 


1998: Steve Austin 
Runners-up: 1—8ill Goldberg, 2—Rocky 
Maivia, 3—Dallas Page 

1997: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Steve Austin, 2—Ric Flair, 
3—ADallas Page 


1996: Shawn Michaels 
Runners-up: 1—Randy Savage, 2— 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious, 3—The Undertaker 

1995: Shawn Michaels 
Runners-up: 1—Sting, 2—Diesel, 3—Hulk 
Hogan 

1994: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart, 2—The Un- 
dertaker, 3—Hulk Hogan 

1993: Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Sting, 2—Bret Hart, 3— 
Dustin Rhodes 

1992: Sting 
Runners-up: i—The Ultimate Warrior, 2— 
The Undertaker, 3—Ron Simmons 

1991: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Sid 
Justice, 3—Rick & Scott Steiner 

1990: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Sting, 2—Ultimate Warrior, 
3—Lex Luger 

1989: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—sting, 3— 
The Ultimate Warrior 

1988: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Sting, 3— 
Lex Luger 

1987; Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Aandy 
Savage, 3—Nikita Koloff 

1986: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Rick 
Morton, 3—Nikita Koloff 

1985: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Magnum T.A., 2—Kerry 
Von Erich, 3—Tito Santana 

1984: Kerry Von Erich 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Dusty 
Rhodes, 3—Sot. Slaughter 

1983: Jimmy Snuka 
Aunners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 2—David 
Von Erich, 3—Junkyard Dog 

1982: Andre the Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Tommy Rich, 2—Hulk 
Hogan, 3—Dusty Rhodes 


1981: Tommy Rich 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2—Andre 
the Giant, 3—Dusty Rhodes 

1980: Mr, Wrestling II 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 2—Andre 
the Giant, 3—Bruno Sammartino 

1979: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant, 2—Ilvan 
Putski, 3—Mr. Wrestling || 

1978: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant, 2—Rick 
steamboat, 3—Bob Backlund 

1977: Andre the Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 2—Bob 
Backlund, 3—Mil Mascaras 

1976: Wahoo McDaniel 
Runners-up; 1—Chief Jay Strongbow, 2— 
Mr. Wrestling Il, 3—Ivan Putski 

1975: Mil Mascaras 

1974: Billy Robinson 

1973: Chief Jay Strongbow 

1972: Jack Brisco/Fred Curry (tie) 


2000: Kurt Angle 
Runners-up: 1—Triple-H, 2—Steven Rich- 
ards, 3—VJeff Jarrett 

1999: Dallas Page 
Runners-up: 1—Triple-H, 2—The Under- 
taker, 3—The Dudley Boyz 

1998: Hollywood Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Vince McMahon, 2—Eric: 
Bischoff, 3—Bret Hart 

1997: Bret Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Owen 
Hart, 3—Curt Hennig 

1996: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Goldust, 2—Jerry Lawler, 
3—The Giant 

1995; Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Kevin Sullivan, 2—The 
Gangstas, 3—Davey Boy Smith 

1994: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Owen Hart, 2—Big Van 
Vader, 3—VJery Lawler 

1993: Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Big Van Vader, 2—Yoko- 
zuna, 3—Shawn Michaels 

1992: Rick Rude 
Runners-up: 1—Aic Flair, 2—Jake Roberts, 
3—The Moondogs 

1991: Sgt. Slaughter 
Runners-up: 1—The Undertaker, 2—Lex 
Luger, 3—Jake Roberts 

1990: Earthquake 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Rick Rude, 
3—Eddie Gilbert 

1989: Randy Savage 


Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk, 2—Rick Rude, 
3—Lex Luger 

1988: Andre the Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Barry Windham, 2—Eddie 
Gilbert, 3—Ted DiBiase 

1987: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant, 2—Honky 
Tonk Man, 3—Lex Luger 

1986: Paul Orndorff 
Runners-up: 1—Fic Flair, 2—Col. DeBeers, 
3—Rick Rude 

1985: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Chris Adams, 2—Ted 
DiBiase, 3—John Studd 

1984: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Kevin Sullivan, 2—Tully 
Blanchard, 3—The lron Sheik 

1983: Greg Valentine 
Runners-up: 1—Masked Superstar, 2— 
Kevin Sullivan, 3—Michael Hayes 

1982: Ted DiBlase 
Runners-up: 1—Blackjack Mulligan, 2— 
superstar Graham, 3—Buzz Sawyer 

1981: Ken Patera 
Runners-up: 1—Don Muraco, 2—Nick 
Bockwinkel, 3—Roddy Piper 

1980; Larry Zbyszko 
Runners-up: 1—Greg Valentine, 2—Emie 
Ladd, 3—Hulk Hogan 

1979: Greg Valentine 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk, 2—Ken Patera, 
J—Ian Koloff 

1978: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Ken Patera, 2—Victor 
Rivera, 3—Bob Orton Jr. 

1977: Ken Patera 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Superstar 
Graham, 3—Nick Bockwinkel 

1976: Stan Hansen 
Runners-up: 1—Ox Baker, 2—Terry Funk, 
3—The Spoiler 

1975: Greg Valentine 

1974: The Great Mephisto 

1973: Superstar Graham 

1972: The Sheik 


MOST IMPROVED 
WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 
2000: Steve Corino 
Runners-up: 1—Lance Storm, 2—Scotty 
Too Hotty, 3—VJustin Credible 
1999: Jerry Lynn 
Runners-up; 1—The Hardy Boyz, 2—Bob 
Holly, 3—Kanyon 
1998: Booker T 
Runners-up: 1—D-Lo Brown, 2—The New 
Age Outlaws, 3—Juventud Guerrera 
1997: Ken Shamrock 
Runners-up; 1—Steve McMichael, 2—The 





Headbangers, 3—Alex Wright 

1996: Ahmed Johnson 
Runners-up: 1—Chris Benoit, 2—Stevie 
Richards, 3—Taz 

1995: “Diamond” Dallas Page 
Runners-up: 1—Tommy Dreamer, 2— 
Harlem Heat, 3—Savio Vega 

1994: Diesel 
Runners-up: 1—Johnny B. Badd, 2—Sabu, 
3—Owen Hart 

1993; Yokozuna 
Runners-up: 1—The Kid, 2—Brian Lee, 
3—Tatanka 

1992: Razor Ramon 
Runners-up: 1—Ron Simmons, 2—Virgil, 
3—Brian Christopher 

1991: Dustin Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Ron Simmons, 2—The 
Undertaker, 3—Crush 

1990: Paul Roma 
Runners-up: 1—Doom, 2—Tugboat, 3— 
Cactus Jack 

1989: Scott Steiner 
Runners-up: 1—Brutus Beefcake, 2—Jeff 
Jarrett, 3—P.Y. Chu-Hi 

1988: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—The Ultimate Warrior, 2— 
\ceman Parsons, 3—Jeff Jarrett 

1987: Curt Hennig 
Runners-up: 1—A) Perez, 2—Honky Tonk 
Man, 3—Sting 

1986; Terry Gordy 
Runners-up: 1—Scott Hall, 2—Sam 
Houston, 3—Wendell Cooley 

1985; Steve Williams 
Runners-up: 1—Brian Adias, 2—Nikita 
Koloff, 3—Randy Savage 

1984: Billy Jack Haynes 
Runners-up: 1—Magnum T.A., 2—Aick 
Martel, 3—Ronnie Garvin 





Ken Shamrock: 1997 
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1983: Brett Wayne Sawyer 
Runners-up: 1—Mike Rotundo, 2—Pez 
Whatley, 3—Brad Rheingans 

1982; Barry Windham 
Runners-up: 1—Otto Wanz, 2—Buzz Saw- 
yer, Rick Martel 

1981: Kevin Sullivan 
Runners-up: 1—Sot. Slaughter, 2—Charlie 
Cook, 3—Tito Santana 

1980: Tony Atlas 
Runners-up: 1—Larry Zbyszko, 2—Ted 
DiBiase, 3—Kerry Von Erich 

1979; Tommy Rich 
Runners-up: 1—Eddy Mansfield, 2—Kevin 
Von Erich, 3—Ted DiBiase 

1978: Dino Bravo 
Runners-up; 1—Bob Backlund, 2—Rick 
Steamboat, 3—Tony Atlas 


COMEBACK OF THE YEAR 

2000: Rikishi 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 2—The Un- 
dertaker, 3—Bryan Clark 

1999: Eddie Guerrero 
Runners-up: 1—Buff Bagwell, 2—Curt 
Hennig, 3—Michael Hayes 

1998: X-Pac 
Runners-up: 1—Sting, 2—Dean Malenko, 
3—The Warrior 

1997: Bret Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Curt Hennig, 2—Brian Pill- 
man, 3—Ric Flair 

1996: “Psycho” Sid Vicious 
Runners-up: 1—Jake Roberts, 2—Faaroog, 
3—Animal 

1995: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—The Heavenly Bodies, 2— 
Savio Vega, 3—The Ultimate Warrior 

1994; Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2—The Un- 
dertaker, 3—Alundra Blayze 

1993: Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Brutus Beefcake, 2—Ric 
Flair, 3—Paul Roma 

1992: The Ultimate Warrior 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2—The 
Sheik, 3—Junkyard Dog 


OF THE 

2000: Booker T 
Runners-up: 1—Mick Foley, 2—Crash Hol- 
ly, 3—Chyna 

1999: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart, 2—X-Pac, 3— 
Hacksaw Duggan 

1998: Bill Goldberg 
Runners-up: 1—Steve Austin, 2—fViankind, 
3—Shane Douglas 


INSPIRATIONAL WRESTLER 
YEAR 
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1997: Terry Funk 
Runners-up: 1—Steve Austin, 2—Perry 
Satum, 3—Roddy Piper 

1996: Jake Roberts 
Runners-up: 1—Jushin Liger, 2—Ahmed 
Johnson, 3—Rey Misterio Jr. 

1995: Barry Horowitz 
Runners-up: 1—Sabu, 2—Antonio Inoki, 
3—Dan Severn 

1994: Bret Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk, 2—The 
Guardian Angel, 3—Dave Sullivan 

1993: Cactus Jack 
Runners-up; 1—Lex Luger, 2—The Kid, 
3—Brutus Beefcake 

1992: Ron Simmons 
Runners-up: 1—The Undertaker, 2—Rick 
steamboat, 3—Eric Embry 
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Ron Simmons: 1992 


1991: The Patriot 
Runners-up: 1—Jerry Lawler, 2—Sid 
Justice, 3—Bill Dundee 

1990: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Jerry 
Lawler, 3—Nikolai Volkoft 

1989: Eric Embry 
Runners-up: 1—WNikita Koloff, 2—Billy Jack 
Haynes, 3—Ric Flair 

1988: Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Kerry Von Erich, 2—Road 
Warrior Animal, 3—Jake Roberts 

1987: Nikita Koloff 
Runners-up: 1—Dynamite Kid, 2—Chris 
Adams, 3—Superstar Graham 

1986: Chris Adams 
Runners-up: 1—Magnum T.A., 2—Kerry 
Von Erich, 3—Steve Williams 

1985: Mike Von Erich 
Runners-up: 1—Paul Orndorff, 2—Hack- 
saw Duggan, 3—Kevin Von Erich 

1984: Sgt. Slaughter 


Aunners-up: 1—Kerry Von Erich, 2—Kevin 

Von Erich, 3—Bob Backlund 

Hulk Hogan 

Aunners-up: 1—Roddy Piper, 2—Buzz 

Sawyer, d—Buddy Rose 

1982: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Snuka, 2—Mil 
Mascaras, 3—Jimmy Valiant 

1981: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Ted DiBiase, 2—Tito 
santana, 3—Mr. Wrestling || 

1980: Junkyard Dog 
Runners-up: 1—#ick Steamboat, 2—Veme 
Gagne, 3—WMr. Florida 

1979: Chief Jay Strongbow 
Runners-up: 1—AFic Flair, 2—Mr. Wrestling 
ll, 3—Dusty Rhodes 

1978: Blackjack Mulligan 
Runners-up: 1—Bruno Sammartino, 2— 
Mr. Wrestling ll, 3—Jim Brunzell 

1977: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Don Muraco, 2—Bruno 
Sammartino, 3—Tery Funk 

1976: Bruno Sammartino 
Runners-up: 1—Wahoo McDaniel, 2—Bob 
Roop, 3—Bob Armstrong 

1975; Mike McCord 

1974: Dick Murdoch 

1973: Johnny Valentine 

1972: Lord Al Hays 
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AOOKIE OF THE YEAR 

2000; Kurt Angle 
Runners-up: 1—Lita, 2—Mark Jindrak & 
Sean O'Haire, 3—Chuck Palumbo 

1999: Shane McMahon 
Runners-up: 1—Evan Karagias, 2—Vince 
NicMahon, 2—Lash LeRoux 

1998: Bill Goldberg 
Runners-up: 1—Sable, 2—Darren Drozdov, 
o—Mark Henry 

1997: Prince laukea 
Runners-up: 1—Ernest Miller, 2—Chris 
Chetti, 3—Brakus 

1996: The Giant 
Aunners-up: 1—Steve McMichael, 2— 
Rocky Maivia, 3—Joe Gomez 

1995: Alex Wright 
Aunners-up: 1—Sqt. Craig Pittman, 2— 
Lawrence Taylor, 3—Madd Maxxine 

1994: 911 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Holly, 2—Abbudah 
Singh, —ikey Whipwreck 

1993: Vampire Warrior 
Aunners-up: 1—Robbie Eagle, 2—The 
Coles, 3—The Headhunters 

1992: Erik Watts 
Runners-up: 1—Diamond Dallas Page, 2— 
Viadimir Koloff, 3—Chaz 





1991: Johnny B. Badd 
Runners-up: 1—The Patriot, 2—Terri 
Power, 3—Lightning Kid 

1990: Steve Austin 
Runners-up: 1—El Gigante, 2—Brad 
Anderson, 3—Chris Chavis 

1989: Mike Enos & Wayne Bloom 
Runners-up: 1—Dustin Rhodes, 2—Scotty 
the Body, 3—VJohnathan Holliday 

1988: Madusa Miceli 
Runners-up: 1—Chris Benoit, 2—Viax Pain, 
3—Scott Steiner 

1987: Owen Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Bubba Rogers, 2—Shane 
Douglas, 3—Doug Fumas 

1986; Lex Luger 

Runners-up: 1—Bam Bam Bigelow, 2— 

Sting, 3—Tom Magee 

Nord the Barbarian 

Runners-up; 1—Kendall Windham, 2—Dan 

Spivey, 3—Sam Houston 

1984; Miko Von Erich 
Runners-up: 1—Nikita Koloff, 2—Krusher 
Khrushchev, 3—Kevin Kelly 

1983: Angelo Mosca Jr. 
Runners-up: 1—King Kong Bundy, 2— 
Scott Armstrong, 3—Am Anderson 

1982: Brad Armstrong 
Aunners-up: 1—Tiger Mask, 2—Mike 
Rotundo, 3—Kamala 

1981: David Sammartino 
Runners-up: 1—Grad Aheingans, 2—Curt 
Hennig, 3—Fion Richie 

1980: Terry Taylor 
Runners-up: 1—Bary Windham, 2—Rick 
McGraw, 3—Tom Prichard 

1979: Sweet Brown Sugar 
Runners-up: 1—Steve Travis, 2—Bryan St 
John, 3—Eddie Gilbert 

1978: Tommy Rich 
Runners-up: 1—VJay Youngblood, 2—David 
Von Erich, 3—Tully Blanchard 

1977: Rick Steamboat 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Snuka, 2—John 
Studd, 3—Skip Young 

1976: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Chavo Guerrero, 2—Steve 
Keim, 3—Johnny Rivera 

1975: Ric Flair 

1974: Larry Zbyszko 

1973: Cowboy Bob Orton/Tony Garea (tie) 

1972: Mike Graham 
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MIANAGER OF THE YEAR 
1999: Debra 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Hart, 2—Bill 
Alfonso, 3—Paul Bearer 
1998: Paul Bearer 
Runners-up; 1—Bill Alfonso, 2—Tammy 


Lynn Sytch, 3—Pau! Ellering 

1997: Bill Alfonso 
Runners-up: 1—Jacquelyn, 2—Paul 
Bearer, 3—Ted DiBiase 

1996: Sunny 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Hart, 2—Jim 
Comette, 3—Bill Alfonso 

1995; Jim Comette 
Runners-up: 1—Sherri Martel, 2—Col, 
Robert Parker, 3—Woman 

1994; Jimmy Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Ted DiBlase, 2—Col, 
Robert Parker, 3—Paul E. Dangerously 

1993: Jim Comette 
Runners-up: 1—Harley Race, 2—Mr, Fuji, 
3—Tammy Fytch 

1992: Paul E. Dangerously 
Runners-up: 1—Curt Hennig, 2—Harley 
Race, 3—Jim Comette 
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Paul E. Dangerously: 1992 


1991: Bobby Heenan 
Runners-up: 1—Harley Race, 2—Alexandra 
York, 3—Paul Bearer 

1990: Teddy Long 
Runners-up; 1—BSobby Heenan, 2—Ole 
Anderson, I—Jim Comette 

1989: Bobby Heenan 
Runners-up; 1—Gary Hart, 2—Teddy Long, 
3—Gen. Skandor Akbar 

1988; J.J. Dillon 
Runners-up: 1—Elizabeth, 2—Jim 
Cometie, 3—Paul E. Dangerously 

1987: Jimmy Hart 
Runners-up: 1—J.J, Dillon, 2—Jim 
Comette, 3—Paul E. Dangerously 

1986: Capt. Lou Albano 
Runners-up: 1—Pau! Ellering, 2—Elizabeth, 
3—Jim Comette 

1985: Jim Comette 
Runners-up: 1—Capt, Lou Albano, 2—Paul 


Ellering, 3—Bobby Heenan 

1984: Paul Ellering 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Hart, 2—Jim 
Comette, 3—James J. Dillon 

1983: James J. Dillon 
Runners-up: 1—Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie, 
2—Capt. Lou Albano, 3—Paul Ellering 

1982: James J. Dillon 
Runners-up: 1—Arnold Skaaland, 2— 
Sonny King, 3—Jimmy Hart 

1981: Capt. Lou Albano 
Runners-up: 1—Amold Skaaland, 2—Sir 
Oliver Humperdink, 3—The Grand Wizard 

1980: Sir Oliver Humperdink 
Runners-up: 1—Amold Skaaland, 2—Capt. 
Lou Albano, 3—The Great Mephisto 

1979: Amold Skaaland 
Runners-up: 1—Capt. Lou Albano, 2— 
Buddy Rogers, 3—Sir Oliver Humperdink 

1978: Amold Skaaland 
Runners-up; 1—The Grand Wizard, 2— 
Bobby Heenan, 3—Gary Hart 

1977: The Grand Wizard 
Runners-up: 1—Bobby Heenan, 2—Capt. 
Lou Albano, 3—Lord Al Hays 

1976: Bobby Heenan 
Runners-up; 1—Lou Albano, 2—Fred 
Blassie, 3—Gary Hart 

1975: George "Crybaby" Cannon 

1974: Capt. Lou Albano 

1973: The Grand Wizard 

1972: Bobby Heenan 


WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

2000: Stephanie McMahon-Helmsiey 
Runners-up; 1—Lita, 2—Chyna, 3—Major 
Gunns 


PU EDITORS’ AWARD 
2000: Freddie Blassie 
1999: Owen Hart 

1998: Bobo Brazil 
1997: Am Anderson 
1996: Dan Hodge 

1995: Rick Steamboat 
1994: Capt. Lou Albano 
1993: Andre The Giant 
1992: Stanley Weston 
1991; Fabulous Moolah 
1990: Buddy Rogers 
1989: Gordon Solie 
1988: Bruiser Brody & Adrian Adonis 
1987: Paul Boesch 

1986: Verne Gagne 
1985: Dan Shocket 
1984: David Von Erich 
1983: The Grand Wizard 
1982: Lou Thesz 

1981: Bruno Sammartino 
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The following is a cumulative listing of all major title changes to have 
taken place in 2001 up to press time. For a comprehensive up-to-date 
title listing, be sure to check out the “Roll Call Of Champions” in each 
issue of Inside Wrestling. 


ALL-JAPAN TRIPLE CROWN CHAMPIONSHIP 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Keiji Muto Genichiro Tenryu Tokyo, Japan June 6 

'This championship consists of the All-Japan International, the All-Japan United 
National, and the Pacific Wrestling Federation heavyweight titles. 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Taiyo Kea & Masa Fuchi & Tokyo, Japan’ January 14 
Johnny Smith Toshiaki Kawada 

Yoji Anjoh & Taiyo Kea & Tokyo, Japan July 14 
Genichiro Tenryu Johnny Smith 

Talyo Kea & Yoji Anjoh & Niigata, Japan October 22 
Keiji Muto Genichiro Tenryu 


‘This was the final match of a tournament held to fill a vacancy created when Akira 
Taue, previous co-holder of the title with Toshiaki Kawada, defected to Pro Wrestling 
NOAH. 





Eo ECW WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 
Kell Mute WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
The Sandman Steve Corino New York,NY’ January 7 
Rhyno The Sandman New York, NY’ January 7 
'This was a three-way match also involving Justin Credible. 
*ECW ceased running shows in mid-January and officially folded a few months later. 
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EGW WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE 
Danny Doring & Roadkill were the last team to hold the belts. 
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i j i { j 


Rhyno held both this title and the ECW World title at the time the promotion folded. 











ihe WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

| Se Kensuke Sasaki Toshiaki Kawada Tokyo, Japan' = January 4 

| nih Scott Norton Kensuke Sasaki Nagoya, Japan March17 

| wer Kazuyuki Fujita Scott Norton Osaka, Japan April 9 

r ee hea ee) COC‘ This was the final match of a tournament held to fill the vacancy created when Sasaki 
ae! §— gave up the title after dropping a non-title match to Kawada on October 9. 


Danny Doring and Roadkill 
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IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Tatsumi Fujinami & Satoshi Kojima & Osaka, Japan September 23 
Osamu Nishimura Hiroyoshi Tenzan 

Taiyo Kea & Tatsumi Fujinami & Fukuoka, Japan October 28 
Keiji Muto Osamu Nishimura 





IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Masayuki Naruse Minoru Tanaka Sapporo, Japan = July 20 
Kendo Ka Shin Masayuki Naruse Tokyo, Japan October 8 





NWA HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Steve Corino Mike Rapada Tampa, FL’ April 24 

‘The title was held up following the bout between Corino and Shinya Hashimoto on 
October 13 in St. Petersburg, Florida, which was stopped when it was ruled Corino 
could no longer properly defend himself. A three-way match between Corino, 
Hashimoto, and Gary Steele for the vacant title was scheduled for December. 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED CROWN 





TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Mitsuharu Misawa Yoshihiro Takayama Tokyo, Japan’ April 15 
Jun Akiyama Mitsuharu Misawa Tokyo, Japan July 27 


‘This was the final match of a tournament to crown the first-ever GHC champion. 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED GROWN 


JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Yoshinobu Juventud Guerrera Nagoya, Japan' June 24 
Kanemaru 

Tatsutoshi Yoshinobu Kanemaru Yokohama, Japan October 19 
Takaiwa 


‘This was the final match of a tournament to crown the first-ever GHC junior heavy- 
weight champion. 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED CROWN 


TAG TEAM TITLE’ 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
2 Cold Scorpio & Jun Akiyama & Yokohama, Japan October 19 
Vader Akitoshi Saito 


‘This was the final match of a tournament to crown the first-ever GHC tag team cham- 
pions. 


Steve Corino 
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WCW WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE’ 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Booker T Scott Steiner Panama City, FL March 26 
Kurt Angle Booker T Pittsburgh,PA July 24 
Booker T Kurt Angle Philadelphia, PA July 30 

The Rock Booker T san Jose, CA August 19 
Chris Jericho The Rock St. Louis, MO October 21 
The Rock Chris Jericho Uniondale, NY |§ November 5 


‘This title was renamed simply the World title after the WWF vanquished the Alliance 
at Survivor Series on November 18 in Greensboro, North Carolina. 


WCW WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Sean O'Haire& Kevin Nash & Indianapolis, IN January 14 
Chuck Palumbo Dallas Page 
Kane & Sean O'Haire & Los Angeles,CA August 7 
The Undertaker Chuck Palumbo 
BookerT & Test Kane & The Undertaker Dayton, OH September 25 
The Hardy Boyz Booker T & Test Indianapolis, IN October 8 
The Dudley Boyz The Hardy Boyz Omaha, NE’ October 23 


‘This title was unified with the WWF World tag team title when The Dudley Boyz beat 
The Hardy Boyz at Survivor Series on November 18. 











WCW U.S. HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Shane Douglas Gen. Rection Indianapolis, IN January 14 
Rick Steiner Shane Douglas Tupelo, MS February 5 
Booker T Rick Steiner Jacksonville, FL March 18 
Chris Kanyon Booker T Pittsburgh, PA' July 24 

Tajiri Chris Kanyon San Antonio, TX September 10 
Rhyno Tajiri Pittsburgh,PA September 23 
Kurt Angle Rhyno Kansas City, MO October 22 
Edge Kurt Angle Boston, MA* November 12 


‘Booker T simply awarded the title to Kanyon. 
‘This title was unified with the WWF Intercontinental title when Edge beat Test at 
Survivor Series on November 18. 


WCW CRUISERWEIGHT TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Shane Helms Chavo Guerrero Jr. Jacksonville, FL March 18 
Billy Kidman Shane Helms' Tacoma, WA July 3 
X-Pac Billy Kidman Philadelphia, PA July 30 
Billy Kidman X-Pac Moline, IL October 9 
Tajini Billy Kidman Kansas City, MO October 22 


‘Helms was renamed The Hurricane shortly after he debuted in the WWF-owned 
WCW. 
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WON BY WON FROM 
Kid Romeo & Billy Kidman & 
Elix Skipper Rey Misterio Jr. 


Billy Kidman& Kid Romeo & 
Rey Misterio Jr. — Elix Skipper 


‘This was the final match of a tournament to determine the first-ever WCW cruiser- 


weight tag team champs. 


‘This was the last cruiserweight tag team title match, as the title was abandoned after 


the WWF purchased WCW. 





WCW HARDCORE TITLE 
WON BY WON FROM 
Meng Terry Funk 


‘This was a three-way match also involving Crowbar. The title was abandoned after 


WCW CRUISERWEIGHT TAG TEAM TITLE 


LOCATION 


Jacksonville, FL’ 


Panama City, FL? 


LOCATION 
Indianapolis, IN’ 


Meng (as Haku) jumped to the WWF on January 21. 








WWF WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM 
The Rock Kurt Angle 
Steve Austin The Rock 
Kurt Angle Steve Austin 


Steve Austin Kurt Angle 





WWF WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM 

The Dudley Boyz Christian & Edge 
The Hardy Boyz The Dudley Boyz 
Christian & Edge The Hardy Boyz 

The Dudley Boyz Christian & Edge 
Christian & Edge The Dudley Boyz 


Kane & Christian & Edge 
The Undertaker 

Steve Austin& Kane & 
Triple-H The Undertaker 


Chris Benoit & Steve Austin & 
Chris Jericho Triple-H 
The Dudley Boyz Chris Benoit & 


Chris Jericho 
Bradshaw & The Dudley Boyz 
Faaroog 
Chris Kanyon & Bradshaw & Faarooq 
Dallas Page 
Kane & Chris Kanyon & 


The Undertaker Dallas Page 
The Dudley Boyz Kane & The Undertaker 


LOCATION 

Las Vegas, NV 
Houston, TX 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Indianapolis, IN 





LOCATION 

New Orleans, LA 
Washington, DC 
Albany, NY 
Albany, NY 
Houston, TX’ 
Nashville, TN 
Chicago, IL 

San Jose, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Atlanta, GA 

Los Angeles, CA 
San Jose, CA 


Nashville, TN 




















DATE 
March 18 


March 26 


DATE 
January 14 


DATE 
February 25 
April 1 
September 23 
October 8 





DATE 
January 21 
March 5 
March 19 
March 19 
April 1 
April 17 


April 29 
May 21 


June 19 





July 9 
August 7 
August 19 


september 1/ 
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Edge 


Christian 
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WON BY 
Chris Jericho & 
The Rock 


Booker T & Test 
The Hardy Boyz 
The Dudley Boyz 
‘This was a three-way TLC match also involving The Hardy Boyz. 























WON FROM 
The Dudley Boyz 


Ghns Jencho & The Rock 


Booker T & Test 
The Hardy Boyz 
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DATE 


Kansas City, MO October 22 


Cincinnati, OH 
Boston, MA 


October 30 
November 12 


Greensboro, NC? November 18 


‘This was a match to unify the WCW and WWF tag titles. 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE 


WON BY 
Chris Jencho 
Triple-H 

Jeff Hardy 
Triple-H 
Kane 

Albert 

Lance Storm 
Edge 
Christian 
Edge 

Test 

Edge 


WON FROM 
Chris Benoit 
Chris Jericho 
Triple-H 


Jeff Hardy 


Triple-H 
Kane 

Albert 

Lance Storm 
Edge 
Christian 
Edge 

Test 


LOCATION 


DATE 


New Orleans, LA January 21 
Oklahoma City, OK April 3 
Philadelphia, PA 


Knoxville, TN 


Sacramento, CA 


New York, NY 
Buffalo, NY 
San Jose, CA 
Pittsburgh, PA 
St. Louis, MO 
Uniondale, NY 


Greensboro, NC’ 


April 10 

April 16 

May 20 

June 26 

July 23 
August 19 
September 23 
October 21 
November 5 
November 18 


‘This was a match to unify the WWF Intercontinental and WCW U.S. titles. 


WON BY 

Test 

Eddie Guerrero 
Matt Hardy 
The Hurncane 
Bradshaw 
Christian 


WWF HARDCORE TITLE 


WON BY 

Al Snow 
Raven 

K-Kwik 

Crash Holly 
Raven 

K-Kwik 

Crash Holly 
Raven 
Hardcore Holly 
Raven 
Hardcore Holly 





WON FROM 
William Regal 
Test 

Eddie Guerrero 
Matt Hardy 
The Hurricane 
Bradshaw 


WON FROM 
Raven 

Al Snow 
Raven 
K-Kwik 
Crash Holly 
Raven 
K-Kwik 
Crash Holly 
Raven 
Hardcore Holly 
Raven 


WWF EUROPEAN TITLE 


LOCATION 
Lafayette, LA 
Houston, TX 
Denver, CO 


Grand Rapids, MI 
Kansas City, MO 


Cincinnati, OH 


LOCATION 
Lafayette, LA 
Lafayette, LA 


Greensboro, NC 
Greensboro, NC 
Greensboro, NC 


Columbia, SC 
Columbia, SC 
Columbia, SC 


DATE 
January 22 
April 1 
April 24 
August 27 
October 22 
October 30 


DATE 

January 22 
January 22 
February 3 
February 3 
February 3 
February 4 
February 4 
February 4 


N. Charleston, SC February 6 
N. Charleston, SC February 6 


St. Paul, MN’ 


February 10 
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WON BY 
Raven 
Hardcore Holly 
Al Snow 
Raven 

Steve Blackman 
Raven 

Steve Blackman 
Raven 

Billy Gunn 
Raven 

The Big Show 
Raven 

Kane 

Rhyno 

The Big Show 
Chris Jericho 
Rhyno 

Test 

Rhyno 

Mike Awesome 
Jeff Hardy 

Rob Van Dam 
Jeff Hardy 

Rob Van Dam 
Kurt Angle 

Rob Van Dam 


WON FROM 
Hardcore Holly 
Raven 
Hardcore Holly 
Al Snow 
Raven 

Steve Blackman 
Raven 

Steve Blackman 
Raven 

Billy Gunn 
Raven 

The Big Show 
Raven 

Kane 

Rhyno 

The Big Show 
Chris Jericho 
Rhyno 

Test 

Rhyno 

Mike Awesome 
Jeff Hardy 

Rob Van Dam 
Jeff Hardy 

Rob Van Dam 
Kurt Angle 





LOCATION 

St. Paul, MN 
Boston, MA’ 
Boston, MA 
Boston, MA 
Cedar Falls, IA 
Cedar Falls, IA 


Cape Girardeau, MO February 18 
Cape Girardeau, MO February 18 


Las Vegas, NV 
Las Vegas, NV 
Las Vegas, NV 
Albany, NY 
Houston, TX? 
Nashville, TN 
San Jose, CA 
Calgary, Alberta 
Calgary, Alberta 
Baltimore, MD 
New York, NY 
New York, NY 
Birmingham, AL 
Cleveland, OH 
Chicago, IL 

San Jose, CA 
San Antonio, TX 
San Antonio, TX 


DATE 

February 10 
February 11 
February 11 
February 11 
February 17 
February 1/ 


February 25 
February 25 
February 25 
March 19 
April 1 

April 17 

May 21 

May 28 

May 28 

June 12 

June 25 

June 25 

July 10 

July 22 
August 13 
August 19 
September 10 
September 10 
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Rob Van Dam 


'Holly actually pinned Steve Blackman in a three-way match to win the title. 
“This was a four-way match also involving Steve Blackman and Al Snow. 
‘Kane actually pinned The Big Show in a three-way match to win the title. 








WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Crash Holly Dean Malenko Anaheim, CA March 13 
Jerry Lynn Crash Holly Chicago, IL April 29 
Jeff Hardy Jerry Lynn Grand Forks, ND June5 
X-Pac Jeff Hardy New York,NY June 25 
Tajiri X-Pac Anaheim, CA August 6 
X-Pac Tajiri San Jose, CA August 19 
WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Chyna Ivory Houston, TX April 1 


Trish Stratus —- Greensboro, NC' November 18 
‘The title was ignored for several months after the WWF announced during the sum- 
mer that it had ceased negotiations with Chyna on a new contract. This was a six-way 
match (also involving Ivory, Lita, Jazz, Mighty Molly, and Jacquelyn) for the vacant 
championship. 





Trish Stratus 
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Finally, we close out this year-end issue of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED by ask- 
ing our editors and writers to pick the most enduring moment of the past year. 
In doing so, we close the book on 2001 and look ahead to the next 12 months. 
In 2002, we wish you and yours another year filled with health, happiness, and 
the best that wrestling has to offer! 





Stu Saks (Publisher): “It's hard to feel sorry for a pompous billionaire, but on the night of March 26, my heart 
actually went out to Ted Turner. He wasn’t responsible for WCW's loss to the WWF; his high-priced executives and 
over-paid wrestlers were. In fact, he bought the company in 1988 to keep it alive, and if he still had power within 
| AOL Time Wamer, it might still be alive. As small a matter as it might seem to one of the games - 
' world’s richest men, being humiliated by Vince McMahon—on a TV station he created, 
no less—must have been very painful. Who knows? Maybe we haven't heard the last from Turner yet!” 





Dave Lenker (Editor-in-Chief): “Something about Paul Heyman doing color on Raw just didn’t feel right. It 
was odd listening to him shilling like a good WWFE employee. What happened to Paul £.?1 guess he was wait- 
ing for the right moment. It finally came on July 9, the night WCW merged with ECW, the night Heyman exploded 
out of his chair to explain how sick he was of sitting next to that ‘fat pig’ J.R. and how he was taking this inva- 
sion to the extreeeeeeme! It was WWF TV at its shocking, edgy finest. Hmmmmmm, what if Paul E. led the inva- 
sion all along.” 





Brandi Mankiewicz (Managing Editor): “It's hard to look back on this year and not wonder what the hell 
Re happened. With all the turmoil and negative events, it sometimes seemed like wrestling was on the verge of imploding. Thoughts that 
. were inconceivable even one year ago have now come to pass. Vince McMahon owns everything, Dennis 
Coraluzzo dies of a natural cause, and Hayabusa is paralyzed. As a former Jim Crockett Promotions junkie, | can’t 

| fathom a year without Starrcade. Even though recent Starrcades were mere shadows of the event's heyday, I'll 
Still miss watching it.” 





Weve 


Dan Murphy (Senior Writer): “| hate to say it, but the memory | can't shake Is Sid 
| Vicious breaking his leg during WCW Sin. This year provided us with some of the best 


~ Sin main event was surreal—-with the grisly leg break on a routine move and the 
return of Road Warrior Animal—and it represented how everything was falling apart for WCW at the end.” 





Frank Krewda (Senior Writer): “The Booker T-Buff Bagwell match from Tacoma wasn’t five minutes old | 
when WCW's fate became clear. The incoming wrestlers didn't stand a chance, because the fans had been condi- 
_ tioned to reject anything not WWF. Vince sold the ratings war so completely that not even the influx of new 
talent could overcome the mentality that seized fans. Once again, wrestling took a backseat to McMahon's 
corporate conquests. And | knew nothing—not even the exciting ECW invasion—could save it. But | never 
expected the federation to bury all of those potential stars. It appears RVD 
| will be the only ‘invader’ to make it big. One out of so many. Shocking, 
unless you saw Aawon July 2,” 


. Will Welsh (Senior Writer): “Surprises. There haven't been many in 
“ wrestling lately. The Internet has all but wiped them out. That's why | recall 
March 19 so fondly, as the WWF proved that it’s still able to keep a secret 
or two. The big surprise that night? The WWF debut of ECW's Spike 
Dudley. The littlest Dudley's debut may not have had the long-term impact | 
of Lex Luger showing up for the first-ever Nitro, but watching Spike help half-brothers Buh Buh Ray and } 
D-Von capture the WWF tag team title gave me goosebumps.” 
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Now is the perfect time to take advantage of 
this tremendous offer. With our 

all-new, full-color format, Pro WRESTLING 
ILLustRATED is the talk of the wrestling 
business. For more than 20\years, Pro 
WRESTLING VLLUSTRATED hag Set the Standard 
TM ATIUOURY WSL Mur) Eaucsielc 
publishad-—and now-we are raising the bar! 
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